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Editor ial:  On Elections and Polit ics Norm Jonkman 

 We have just finished another election season, one 
very similar to those preceding it.  We have grown ac-
customed to the unending torrent of negative campaign 
ads which attack the opponent’s character, beliefs and 
policies, and which imply that the opponent’s election 
will result in the downfall of civilization.  (So much for: 
“ my worthy opponent.”)  By the end of the season, I 
cringed when I heard the words, “ I am …… and I ap-
proved of this message!”  I often felt like responding 
directly to the candidate, “ Shame on you for lending 
your approval to this garbage.” 

 
 Our country has become more polarized than at any 

time in its history; each of the two pri-
mary political parties believes that they 
and only they have and speak the truth.  
This results in an inability to compro-
mise or reach consensus, the unwilling-
ness to listen to the other side, the fail-
ure to realize that both sides have con-
tributions to make, and the refusal to 
even give the opposition a chance to 
state their views.  I felt that the solution 
to our states governor’s race was sim-
ple:  declare a tie, turn the governor’s 
mansion into a duplex, and insist that 
Chris Gregoire and Dino Rossi must 
reach a consensus before presenting 
legislation. 

 
 I believe it is past time for Chris-

tians to demand a change.  When a can-
didate which we support begins nega-
tive campaigning, it is our responsibil-
ity to write letters and emails pointing 
out the immorality of their behavior.  
Many of our government’s leaders, as well as candi-
dates, openly profess Christianity; let us insist that they 
demonstrate their profession by their actions.  Let us 
insist that they respect the opposition even when they 
disagree with them.  When we see our representatives 
being motivated by party politics instead of right and 
wrong, we must let them know. 

 
 During a reading of Calvin’s Institutes, I found the 

following paragraph.  While the subject is judicial pro-
ceedings, the thoughts apply equally well to political 
dealings. 

 

 “ Let such persons then understand that judicial 
proceedings are lawful to him who makes a right use of 
them; and the right use, both for the pursuer and for the 
defender, is for the latter to sist himself on the day ap-
pointed, and, without bitterness, urge what he can in his 
defense, but only with the desire of justly maintaining 
his right; and for the pursuer, when undeservedly at-
tacked in his life or fortunes, to throw himself upon the 
protection of the magistrate, state his complaint, and 
demand what is just and good; while, far from any wish 
to hurt or take vengeance—far from bitterness and ha-
tred—far from the Armor of strife, he is rather disposed 
to yield and suffer somewhat than to cherish hostile 

feelings towards his opponent. On 
the contrary when minds are filled 
with malevolence, corrupted by 
envy, burning with anger, breathing 
revenge, or, in fine, so inflamed by 
the heat of the contest, that they, in 
some measure, lay aside charity, the 
whole pleading, even of the most just 
cause, cannot but be impious. For it 
ought to be an axiom among al l  
Christians, that no plea, however eq-
uitable, can be rightly conducted by 
any one who does not feel as kindly 
towards his opponent as if the matter 
in dispute were amicably transacted 
and arranged. Some one, perhaps, 
may here break in and say, that such 
moderation in judicial proceedings is 
so far from being seen, that an in-
stance of it would be a kind of prod-
igy. I confess that in these times it is 
rare to meet with an example of an 
honest litigant; but the thing itself, 

untainted by the accession of evil, ceases not to be 
good and pure. When we hear that the assistance of the 
magistrate is a sacred gift from God, we ought the more 
carefully to beware of polluting it by our fault.” 

 
 As Calvin acknowledged, we cannot expect such 

restraint in a world not governed by the Word of God, 
but we should still hold our politicians accountable to 
the highest standard. 

For it ought to be an 
axiom among all  

Christians, that no 
plea, however  

equitable, can be 
righ tly conducted  
by any one who  
does not feel as  

kindly  towards h is  
opponent as  if  the 
matter in dispute  

were amicab ly  
transacted and  

arranged. 
-John Calvin 
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Who’s New in the Church Council 

Two very new deacons have been chosen. The two eld-
ers chosen are not really new, since both Geral d van 
Belle and Doug Heys have previously served in this ca-
pacity. First I  will tell you about Barb Vree. 

Barb joined the Klungels for dinner one evening and she 
and I had an interesting discussion about the deaconate. 
The off ice has changed from the role it  played in my 
youth and even in Barb’ s earlier days. We both viewed 
it as the folk – men only – who gathered the collections 
and sent money to the designated recipients. Now we 
see men and women taking the offerings, but that does-
n’ t appear to be their main function. To me the off ice 
seems more like that f irst found in scripture. The dea-
cons were formed to serve widows and families in need 
(Acts 6). Barb learned in the f irst meeting that there’ s 
more to being a deacon than taking collections. 

This is something totally new for Barb who feels it  is 
t ime for her to move out of her comfort zone and get 
more involved. She stated that living alone sometimes 
makes a person center on self too much. Life may be 
easier that way, but Barb looks forward to “ doing”  – 
opening up to others. This may cause uneasy feelings 
but will eventually be fulf illing. She wonders, “ Will I 
do a good job?”  Leadership posit ions are always a bit 
challenging and she has even agreed to be treasurer for 
the deacons. Interesting note: Barb is one of f ive chil-
dren in the Vree family and the fourth to serve as a dea-
con in the CRC. 

Barb made it sound as if  she had never been involved in 

church activit ies. I believe she sang in the choir for a 
while. She has been a leader in GEM S for almost a 

dozen years. She loves working with the girls and uses 
the skills she has as a teacher. Lately she has started 
helping with power point. 

Outside of church life she works for Starbucks but 
doesn’ t drink coffee. She loves to read (no specif ic fa-
vorites), travel (New Zealand was great), and dabble in 
photography. Her favorite Bible character is Mary, sis-
ter of Martha and Lazarus. Her favorite American his-
torical f igure is A braham Lincoln. She looks for loyalty 
and humor in her friends. If  you invite her for dinner, 
she doesn’ t like onions! 

 

 Doug Heys says he’ s not sure working as an elder is 
something he looks forward to but he feels honored to 
be called to this posit ion. He believes God has plans for 
our church and is excited to see how he will be used 
these next three years. 

This is the second t ime he serves as an elder. During his 
f irst term the church building projects were nearing 
completion and he remembers the excitement that cre-
ated. He looks back with joy upon witnessing the pro-
fessions of faith by the youth in our church. 

I asked him about his qualif ications for off ice. “ I do not 
think any person enters this off ice feeling fully quali-

(See Who’s New on page 4) 

Winerva Klungel  
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diverse beauty this country has to offer. 

His favorite food looks like a good charbroiled steak. 
He also mentions the good, Dutch buttermilk and barley 
soup with lots of syrup! How many of our readers know 
what that is? He di dn’ t like the experience of breaded 
deep fried okra, which he compares to breaded slugs. 
He jokingly swears them off for Lent each year! 

 

 As to the Van Belles who have both joined the council, 
we are featuring them in the FAMILY FOCUS this 
month! 

f ied to serve in this capacity. . . . I  have always taken 
this off ice feeling very inadequate but trusting that since 
God chose me . . . , He wil l also equip me with the tools 
I need to f ill this off ice.”  Doug fears the unknowns that 
wi ll surely present themselves and he asks for every-
one’ s prayers for wisdom. 

Doug al so serves the church in worship teams and in 
choir. He also enjoys being on the f lower schedule and 
helping with decorating for the special holidays. 

As you can guess from the above statement, Doug en-
joys landscaping and working with his hands in the yard 
or in the garage. Woodworking and gardening are 
pleasant breaks from work at the desk and computer. 

His favorite Bible character is hard to choose, but is 
Peter. “Peter was 
somewhat of a 
bl urter, a trait I  am 
still trying to over-
come. Isn’t it 
great how much 
Jesus loved Peter, 
even with all his 
we ak n esse s?”  
Ronal d Reagan 
stands out as a 
historical person 
he respects. 

In a friend he 
looks for accep-
tance, not being 
shy to ask for help 
and will ing to re-
turn the favor. “ I 
have a neighbor 
couple who f it  his 
description. Now, 
if  I  can only get 
them to church 
some day!”  

Like many of us 
Karen and Doug 
love to travel. A 
Caribbean cruise 
as a family is 
somet hi ng he 
would like to re-
peat. They also 
like road trips to 
experi ence the 

(Who’s New continued from page 3) 
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temperatures – anything below 80 degrees. There are 
many “Praise Gods” that follow announcements about 
cool weather. Heat and humidity don’t seem to bother 
the workers who are acclimated to it. Even when the 
temperatures go down out-of-doors, the sleeping quar-
ters stay above 90 degrees. Pray for the ability to cope 
with all weather! 
Getting the building completed is frustrating. Contract-
ing/building there is so different from what we experi-
ence. Checking on the electrical work showed there 
were outlets and switches not placed according to plan. 
(In fact I wonder if the workers sometimes ignore the 
plans and do their own thing!) When Herb and Martha 
“ inspect” they always look at what they can live with 
rather than have everything redone. This also happened 
with plumbing. But when cement work was destroyed 
just to make things “ easier” (but incorrect) for the 
workers, our missionaries had a tough time with pa-
tience. The doors went in but didn’ t provide wide 
enough access for moving in desks and other furniture. 
They wonder how to communicate DO NOT PUT IN 
THE WINDOWS because we need to move furniture 
through those openings. The basics went up for the 
classroom for mechanic training – only the workers 
failed to include openings for doors and windows. 
Looks like do-over time! 
Taking directions from “foreigners” is difficult, but the 
concept of time is also very different. A delivery may 
be promised for one day or even as exacting as an hour, 
but the next day or a difference of several hours may 
still be “ on time.” M artha comments that her watch 

(See Flame on page 6) 
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FLAMING NEWS: 
By Ervie Klungel as gleaned from Chapters 4-10 re-
ceived from Herb and Martha about their life in 
Guinea Bissau from November 15 to December 27. 
Herb and Martha’s lives have many frustrations, but 
up until now we surely can thank God for their con-
tinuing good health. Yes, there has been a cold or two, 
and for Martha a bothersome tropical rash, which 
seems to have disappeared – finally. Herb thinks his 
arthritis is better in the African climate. So pray for 
the good health to continue. 
They thought by November or even before they would 
be able to move into the M issionary/Headquarters’ 
house. That has not happened. They are thankful they 
can live with their pastor friend Chenda who helps 
also with the translation and in other ways. Chenda’s 
household is not necessarily a quiet place for them 
because their house is full without Herb and Martha. 
Some of those living there are family members; others 
may be orphans, students, and who knows? They do 
enjoy the wholesome interaction among the 
“ members” of this extended family. Two Christian 
teachers who speak English have become good friends 
who help Martha and Herb feel at home. They have 
offered the use of their generator for electricity, the 
use of their car for travel, the help for the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday and on and on. Thank God for the hospi-
tality of Chenda’s family and the fr iendship of the 
teachers Ruthie and Elvina. 
Guinea Bissau is usually very warm; after all, it is 
close to the equator! Martha and Herb delight in cool 

Freedom Life Afr ican  
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shows discrepancies. Frustrating, but something they 
have learned to cope with. Pray that the building proc-
ess may be completed soon, especially for the head-
quarters’  house. Pray that the industrial school may be 
built efficiently and according to plan! 
Travel to Bissau, where much of their business is con-
ducted, money exchanged, receiving and sending e-
mail, etc., is an adventure in a very crowded van called 
Kondonga. They often seem to get good seats because 
of who knows them or . . .  maybe their good looks! In 
the capital they meet with Tiago, the person who is of-
ficially full-time staff for FLAME beginning this Janu-
ary. They check on the container, which has been such 
a conundrum, try to figure out finances, and get e-mail. 
It sounds like a very tiring day. Then back in another 
packed van. Perhaps they had cooler temperatures in 
Bissau but return to a very, very warm sleeping room. 
Finance – especially banking – has been bothersome. 
They hoped for enough peace and security in the coun-
try so a national bank would be available. This didn’t 
happen. Another missionary told them of the possibility 
of putting money in a Portuguese bank, changing dol-
lars to Euros and . . . the said bank has not replied with 
papers or anything. They have been exchanging money 
on the streets with one person who has given them 
some “ good deals (?)”. The dollar has lost its worth and 
that is not helping either. Wiring money is very costly 
and they have needed more than first anticipated be-
cause of unseen costs – especially with the truck. Pray 
for better exchange for the dollar, for an easier, less 
expensive way to provide the missionaries with funds, 
for a safe bank where the money can be kept. 
The truck, which seemed to be a good investment, has 
become a questionable asset! It had been sitting around 
unused for some time. Repairs are constantly needed. 
They are expensive and difficult to come by – need to 
go to the capital and time is lost by the hour and day. 
However, to rent or hire a truck and folk to run it may 
be almost impossible. So what must be decided? The 
truck is being used now, has been expensive, but worth 
the cost because it is ours!? Pray that it may hold up 
well and be secure from hoodlums! 
On a usual day – if M artha and Herb ever have such – 
they rise early for devotions and hopefully to get to the 
headquarters or school site before it gets too hot. Their 
meal schedule is rather routine – breakfast sounds like 
the European continental type with bread, margarine, 

and jelly with coffee or tea. At 1 P.M . and 7 P.M. it is 
time for their other meals of rice with fish (M aybe 
chicken, gazelle or beef). They do enjoy the fruit in 
season but are looking forward to more veggies when 
they get in their own place. Pray they will get into 
“ their home”  soon! 
They take time to witness to those they meet on the 
highways and byways, to those who are working for 
them, even Jack who exchanges money for them. They 
go back to check on these folk also. Some sound inter-
ested in coming to church but . . . . maybe that is why 
Herb and M artha’s motto is: PLAN PRAYER PA-
TIENCE! It really fits with all the anecdotes I’ve 
shared. Oh, they are using other talents too. Martha en-
joys teaching some English – a specialty for students in 
the Christian grade school. Herb is helping to organize 
the deacons of the church and he has led the service on 
the Sunday after Christmas. They helped with a wed-
ding – that was an interesting affair! The one drawback 
was losing sleep because of the celebration in the area 
so close to their room. 

 
 Well, dear reader, I tried to give some insight into the 
life of Herb and M artha in Guinea Bissau from mid 
November to the end of December. I just received three 
more chapters but will save them for the next report. 
In additions to the reminders for prayer throughout the 
article please Pray that God will protect their crops 
from the locusts, which appear to be moving toward 
Canchungo! 

 
 Tom Crompton reminded the board that working for 
the Lord in Africa helps one to understand I Peter 4:12 
and 13-“ Do not be surprised at the painful trial you are 
suffering … But rejoice that you participate in the suf-
ferings of Christ so that you may be overjoyed when 
His glory is revealed.” 

We are called by God to be channels of His Love, messengers of His Word, and instruments of the 

Holy Spirit to bring the people of Africa into the fellowship of Christ and His Church. 
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 The story about red ants which follows – taken from 
Chapter 8 of the RETURN TO AFRI CA by Martha and 
Herb – reminds me of George’ s encounter with bees. 
George was working on some clean-up in our back yard 
and dug into a bees’  nest in the ground. Those “ litt le 
creatures”  were mad and attacked George. He ran like 
the wind toward the street; his shirt was off to use as a 
weapon. It  was quite a sight and might have been funny, 
but one coul d tell from his cries that the bees had found 
a way up his pant legs, onto his head, and most every-
where. He was being stung maybe 40 t imes in just a few 
moments. One can only imagine how that felt, but we 
thank God George was not allergic to bee stings! We 
probably still avoid that area of the ground! 
 
 “ At 4 A.M. Wednesday morning, December 8, 2004, 
Herb got up to go to the bathroom (Middle of the night 
is routine when one gets older)! As he entered the bath-
room he felt something crawling on his feet; as a matter 
of fact, a lot of litt le “ somethings.”  Then he started feel-
ing bites like bee stings. He instantly focused the f lash-
light on his feet, which were covered with red “ f ire 
ants.”  The light from the f lashlight revealed thousands 
of ants on the f loor and up the doorposts. In a f lash Herb 
was out of the bathroom, down the hall at a reckless 
speed and out onto the veranda. There, he began to 
scrape off these vengeful lit t le creatures. Some had ad-
vanced to his knees and he was determined they were 
going no further up his legs. He yanked off his thongs to 
get the ants out from between his toes. All this t ime, 
many of them were continuing to sting. At last he had 
them all off and very f lattened on the veranda f loor. 
This episode probably spanned only 4 or 5 minutes but 
seemed much longer due to the pain. Next, Herb went 
back very carefully to see what he was up against and 
quickly assessed that he needed Chenda’ s help. Herb 
hoped Chenda had a supply of bug killer. Chenda got 
the message, grabbed a f lashli ght and streaked down the 
hall to the bathroom – he did have a towel wrapped 
around him. Herb noticed that Chenda was barefoot – 
brave man! He stormed into the bathroom and observed 
what Herb had seen. In the meantime Teresinha, 
Chenda’ s wife had joined the defense team. It was now 
three against – probably 10,000 ants – not very good 
odds. Teresinha was di spatched to f ind the bug killer. 
Meanwhile the ant army was marching along the wall  
into the kitchen and dining area. Chenda grabbed a 
broom and started sweeping them into a corner. 
Teresinha had turned up two empty canisters of bug kil-
ler, and Herb was gett ing a litt le uneasy. By now 

Chenda had a six-inch pile of ants in the corner, but it 
took constant action to keep them there. It  was an amus-
ing si ght in spite of being a serious situation. Herb coul d 
only imagine how many stings Chenda had by now. 
Teresinha reappeared on the scene with a brand new 
canister of bug killer. Chenda went to work in the bath-
room where the source of the problem was. The ants had 
entered through a hole about the size of a f ifty-cent 
piece in the base of the doorframe. At that t ime, Herb 
started hearing children and chickens screaming in the 
bedroom next to the bathroom. The problem was grow-
ing, but our new weapon, bug killer, was turning the 
batt le around. We were now the aggressor. In spite of 
the mult itude of ants, Chenda made quick work of exter-
minating them in the bathroom, kitchen and dining area. 
He then rushed to the children’ s rescue. The children 
picked ants off the chicken and her f ive babies. Through 
all this drama packed event, Martha was bli ssf ully  
sleeping in their bedroom. As Herb was coming back  
into their room Martha was gett ing up and Herb cau-
tioned her to keep a sharp eye out for any moving ants 
and not to wear anything long. Herb kept imagining ants 
crawling on him when he went back to bed. We don’ t 
think anyone went back to sleep. Some remember De-
cember 7 as “ Pearl Harbor Day”  but Herb wil l forever 
remember December 8 as “ Ant Attack Day.”  
 
Needless to say, the topic at breakfast that morning was 
ANTS. “ Chenda shared many facts and stories about 
ants. We have always heard that the lion is king of the 
jungle. We don’ t believe that is true – the ant is! What 
they lack in size they more than make up for in quantity. 
Ants have the capacity of killing any animal in the jun-
gle, although we are not sure about elephants. Even boa 
constrictors and pythons are afraid of ants. Both types of 
snakes search very carefully for ants before killing their 
prey and eating them because in the process of digesting 
their prey they are virtually paralyzed. An army of ants 
attacks them in this state and crawls into their nostrils in 
suff icient quantity to suffocate them to death. The ants 
build towers up to twelve feet high! They chew through 
houses, as we were reminded again early this morning. 
Ants are very organized di sciplined and fearless. Having 
ants around the house keeps all snakes away, but they 
may turn around and eat your house! A real catch 22.”  
 
 Then there are the locusts, which the Reynolds encoun-
tered on their way to Bissau on January 3. They had 
gone about half an hour from Canchungo when they ran 

(See Bugs on page 8) 

Bugs, I nsects, or just Litt le Creatures 
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into swarms of huge locusts. “They were everywhere; 
all over the road, bouncing off the windshield, clouds of  
them in the sky and covering many types of vegetation 
including the cashew trees. Quinito, their driver, ex-
plained that the locusts eat blossoms off the cashew 
trees. There will be no cashew fruit or nuts if  the locusts 
destroy the blossoms. We have no idea how large an 
area is affected. We drove through the swarm in about 
4-5 minutes at 50 MPH. If this becomes widespread it  
could destroy the key crop of Guinea Bissau. We pray to 
God that He will not allow this to happen.”  
 
On January 7, the Reynolds watched a television pro-
gram about locust infesta-
t ion. “They (the locusts) 
were so thick that you could 
not even see the bark on the 
trees and the tops were to-
tally pink, the color of the 
locust. There is a growing 
concern in the entire coun-
try about this problem. Last 
year Senegal suffered wide-
spread damage from lo-
custs.”  
 
On Sunday, one of the eld-
ers spoke on locusts as re-
lated in Exodus and Revela-
t ion. That was indeed pert i-
nent. Also on January 9, 
they relate this. “ We heard 
this evening that the locusts 
have advanced north of 
Bul a (where they encoun-
tered the lit t le beasts on 
their way to Bissau earlier  
that week) and are heading 
our way, being driven by 
the wind. We hope they 
don’ t reach this area! The 
locusts eat selectively: 
cashew and mango blos-
soms, grass, tender leaves 
from plants such as toma-
toes, lettuce, etc.”  Martha 
adds that the large cans of 
dehydrated food they 
brought along may be more 
important then init ially  
thought. 
 

 These stories remind me of the plagues of Egypt or the 
grasshoppers in SD in the 1930’ s. Whatever they help 
you recall, may they remind all of us to pray! 
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FEBRUARY 2000 Discussion on Willard’s The Divine 
Conspiracy will start on Wed at 8:30 PM in the Council 
Room.....The congregation grieves with the Vander-
werff family who buried their father and brother, Fred 
Vanderwerff, on Tue in Monroe....We welcome Peter  
and Caryn Cornelisse and their 2 daughters, Kathryn 
and Haley, and Roger and  Denise Kiers and their twin 
boys Alan and Nathan....The Congregation grieves 
with Peter  and Caryn Cornelisse as Peter’s mother 
passed away last week and also with Bob and Nell 
Thompson on the death of Nell ’s mother, also last 
week....We rejoice with Roger and  Denise Kiers as 
they present their sons Alan and Nathan for bap-
tism....LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are now available 
upon request....Council Notes:  We are looking into hav-
ing an information booth to encourage guests and visi-
tors to find out more about our church and its programs. 
The Lord blessed our giving so that we had only a small 
deficit of $575.54 at the end of 1999. 
 
 March 2000 Our sympathies are extended to the Van-
derwerff family in the death of Albertha Vanderwerff, 
Gerald’s mother....Please pray for Herm Oordt as he 
undergoes cancer therapy.....Tonight Christian ac-
tor/mime/singer/speaker David Shelton will act out for 
us the book of Jonah.  David’s performance is captivat-
ing for all ages but particularly engaging for chil-
dren....A THANK YOU FROM JIM DYKSTRA: I 
want to thank the minister and the congregation for 
praying for me in my recent illness. The doctors didn’t 
think I would survive through this illness. One of the 
doctors said he hadn’t seen anything like this in 20 
years. He said to me, “ You must have close contact with 
God!” I am still struggling to regain the use of my left 
leg but am doing lots better. The Lord willing, I will  
recuperate completely....Our sincere sympathies are ex-
tended to Peter Van Dussen in the death of his father in 
Michigan and to Chong Zhang whose mother passed 
away in China....Evelyn De Rooy had cataract surgery 
on M arch 16 with resulting complications. 
 
 FEBRUARY 1995 You are invited to join the Jor-
ri tsma family in celebrating Menno and Ann’s 45th 

Wedding Anniversary....Tests have disclosed nodules 
on Dick Grant’s liver....We express our Christian sym-
pathy to Liz Goudzwaard on the death of her brother 
Garret Varekamp, age 84 from Seattle on Jan. 
22....On July 7 and 8 there will be a gathering of Chris-
tian men in the King Dome for Promise Keepers....The 
Building Expansion Committee received completed 
design development drawings from our architects and  a 
report from our cost estimator. The final costs for our 
building project are: Phase I - $1,640,000; Phase II - 
$560,000; Total - $2,200,000. Because our original esti-
mate for the first phase was $750,000 and $1,100,000 
for the total project, these cost estimates were very dis-
appointing! There were several reasons the estimates 
were higher than expected: the very high demolition 
and site preparation costs; expensive items to meet 
building codes, etc., the report goes on to list two possi-
ble options, one to consider if we can raise more than 
$750,000, the other to redesign and reduce square foot-
age....WARM BEACH: M ark your calendars! The 
Cascade Family Bible Conference will be held over a 
weekend this year, July 6 - 10. Speakers are Dr. Gil -
bert Bilezikian, professor emeritus in Biblical Studies 
at Wheaton College and Dr Henry Wildeboer, pastor 
at Zion Christian Reformed Church in Oshawa, On-
tario. 
 
 MARCH 1995 This morning Twila and Dawn Bell 
will make profession of faith and receive the sacrament 
of baptism....The membership of Joseph and Nell ie 
Strong and their children Jeremiah, Alana, Joshua, 
El isa, Christina and Jesse have been transferred to the 
Faith Community Fellowship (CRC) in Mt 
Vernon....Steve and Pat Cok are the proud grandpar-
ents of their first grandson, Arun Coumar, born on 
Fri., Mar 3....Tena De Koekkoek had cataract surgery 
on Thursday morning....Council Briefs: The Building 
Committee is investigating the feasibility of movable 
seating in the church auditorium. The motivation for 
this is the possibility of having more flexibility in the 
use of the auditorium for small groups, such as our 
youth groups and discipleship training groups. This 
subject was last addressed in 1992 when the cost was 
estimated to be approximately $16,000. The Council 
was informed that the Elders had approved our involve-
ment in the Stephens Ministry. 
 
 FEBRUARY 1990 
This morning (Feb 4) the sacrament of Baptism will be 
administered to Christopher Sundy, son of Alice and 
Greg; and to Rochelle Leann Van Voorst, infant 

(See Bulletins on page 10) 

Jay Anema 
Ye Olde Bulletins 
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daughter of Phil  and Sherrie....We’ re thankful that 
Greta Clousing and Lois Deelstra have applied to-
gether and have been accepted for the position of Music 
coordinator for our congregation. They will begin this 
week, working primarily with the music ministry of the 
A. M. services....The new Elementary Building at Wat-
son Groen Christian School will be dedicated on Feb 15 
at 7:30 pm. The first part of the dedication will be held 
in the auditorium of our church. At about 8 o’clock we 
will move outside for a cornerstone laying ceremony 
and the official opening of the building....This morning 
(Feb 18) the sacrament of Baptism will be administered 
to Jillian Nicole De Frees, infant daughter of Doug and 
Roslyn....Alexander Longacre was in Children’s Hos-
pital this week due to dehydration....At our congrega-
tional meeting last week it was decided to go with an 
internship program for another year. This week Thur. 
through Sat. morning, Pastor Sam and Sherwin Van 
Mersbergen will be conducting interviews at Calvin 
Seminary at Grand Rapids....A committee has been 
formed to actively raise money for a Grand Piano. 
Members are: Corry Bakker, Erica Bauman, Duane 
Einfeld, Norm Jonkman, Hildred Klungel  and Ken 
Oordt. One of our fundraisers will be the sale of piano 
keys at various prices. A chart will be posted to keep 
track of our progress....We welcome Dr Bob De Vries, 
Professor of Church Education at Calvin Seminary to 
our service this evening. Dr De Vries is with us today 
after having a seminar in Lynden on continuing educa-
tion for pastors. 
 
 M ARCH 1990  We are thankful that all went well for 
Lisa Boer as she submitted to brain surgery on Tue. at 
Evergreen Hospital....Our Christian sympathies to the 
Rev. Arnold Brink family in the sudden death of Rev. 
Brink last Tue. due to a head injury in a fall. Rev. Brink 
served us for several months during our last vacancy 
and is the father of Rev. Brink of the Bellevue 
Church....Seasoned Citizens Potluck Dinner will be on 
Fri, M ar 16 at 6:30 pm in our church. Guest speaker will 
be Mr. Varekamp, brother of Liz Goudzwaard, who 
will be giving a presentation on Noah’s Ark. Included 
are scale models of characters and animals which he 
himself has designed. He will also have on display a 
scale model of his own 32 ft. cruiser....Lisa Boer con-
tinues to do well as she recuperates at home following 
her brain surgery last week. Harriet Terpstra has re-
turned home from Providence Hospital, where she had 
knee surgery....Our new seminary intern: Dale Visser, 
4340 Hidden Lakes Dr. SE, #203, Kentwood, MI 
49512, phone 616-281-9260....All women are invited to 

(Bulletins continued from page 9) a bridal shower for Renita Rop, soon to be Mrs. 
Wol ter Korf, at 3:30 pm Sat., March 24, at the 
Klungel ’s home, 17722 - 25th Ave NE 363-
2772....Sherwin Van Mersbergen, Vice-Pres of our 
Council, was elected as Elder delegate to Synod. He 
will be representing Classis Pacific Northwest....Hope 
Community CRC of Mill Creek requested approval to 
organize as a Christian Reformed congregation. This 
was granted with the Everett CRC assisting in the proc-
ess. The Anchor of Hope CRC in Silverdale has moved 
several times. They now have an opportunity to pur-
chase an older church building which they have been 
renting for six months. They were assisted in this by 
Classis, with $50,000 from the revolving fund....During 
the last couple of weeks Henry Wind has undergone 
testing for cancer of the prostate. These tests have come 
back positive.  
 
 FEBRUARY 1985 We extend our Christian sympa-
thies to AnnaBel le Ackerman on the death of her fa-
ther, Mr. Peter De Vries, on Thursday in his home in 
New Jersey. He was 103 years old when he passed on 
to his heavenly home!...Alma Strong suffered a stroke 
Wednesday evening and underwent surgery on Thurs-
day morning for removal of a blood clot on the brain. 
We can thank God that the surgery seems to have been 
successful and we pray that she will experience a com-
plete recovery....The Council decided to prepare cards 
to be used by guests at Communion services, stating 
that they would like to share the Lord©s Supper with us. 
 
 MARCH 1985 Tonight©s service will include the pub-
lic profession of faith of Daryl  Einfeld....Four families 
or singles will be requested randomly to attend the 
morning worship services of the Bremerton-Silverdale 
CRC every other week. This would mean that members 
would be asked about every 1 and 1/2 years. 
 
 FEBRUARY 1980 A special congregational meeting 
will be held Tuesday to consider the Council©s proposal 
to seek an intern for 1980-81. M aterials on the intern-
ship program will be handed out after this morning©s 
service....Congratulations to the Neideighs in the birth 
of a baby girl on Wednesday. 
 
 MARCH 1980 A call will be extended to Norm 
Thomasma, a Senior at Calvin Seminary, to serve here 
as Intern Pastor beginning in August.  He will be decid-
ing this week....We have received the membership of 
Paul  and Betty (nee Groen) Vander Zee from the 
Eastern Avenue CRC of Grand Rapids, M ichigan....We 
are disappointed to have received the unexpected an-
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swer from Norm Thomasma that he will not be able to 
accept our call to serve here next year as Intern Pastor.  
Since several other best possible applicants had ac-
cepted calls elsewhere, the Council has decided to re-
view longer range staffing possibilities in the context of 
a broader study of our congregation©s opportunities, 
needs and challenges....An OPEN HOUSE, celebrating 
the 50th wedding anniversary will be held for Mr. and 
Mrs. Wi llem Pruys on Saturday, April 5th at the 
Vander Giessen residence. 
 
 FEBRUARY 1975 Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. 
Dan Wasell  to whom a daughter was born early Thurs-
day morning.,,, Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Jerry 
Dykstra to whom a son was born this past Monday.... 
Public profession of faith will be made this morning by 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Pullman and by Mr. Dan Wasell . 
Their baptism and that of their children will take place 
at that time.... We have received the membership of the 
Donald Vander Giessen family from the West Park 
CRC of Cleveland, Ohio. 
 
 MARCH 1975 Profession of faith will be made in the 
evening service by Pauline Van Senus...WELCOM E: 
The Kenneth Venhuizen family has been gone for a 
long time while working with the CRWRC CAPOK 
program in Korea. As they are now back with us, it was 
felt appropriate that they be welcomed in the narthex 
after this morning’s service....HOLY BAPTISM  will be 
administered this morning (Mar 16) to Robert Allen 
Dykstra, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Dykstra....At 
their request, the membership of Mr. and Mrs. Art De 
Groot and Roy has been transferred to the Anacortes 
Christian Reformed Church....General Fund offerings 
for M arch 2 - $1628.24; M arch 9 for Christian School - 
$2001.29; M arch 16 General Fund - $1346.19. 
 
 FEBRUARY 1970  This is the final Sunday Bob Ba-
jema will be with us prior to his leaving for duty in 
Vietnam....The old parsonage has been sold.  We are 
now closing the sale and taking care of the planned 
changes on the new parsonage at 16327 - 34th 
NE....The installation service of Rev Wessel ing will be 
held on Thursday, Mar 5.  A reception is planned for 
our new pastor and his family following the installation. 
 
 MARCH 1970 At the last consistory meeting, we re-
ceived into membership Mr. and Mrs. Harris Donnel , 
Harley and Teresa as members in full communion and 
their 3 other children Elaine, Rebecca and David.  The 
Donnel©s come to us from the Maple Leaf Baptist 
Church....Our pastor has been accustomed to wearing a 

pulpit robe for conducting worship and plans to con-
tinue doing so here.  This traditional reformational pul-
pit clothing seems best suited to stress the fact that it is 
not this or that individual who is in the pulpit, but that 
the ministry of the Word is the most important thing. 
 
 FEBRUARY 1965 The membership of Mr. Louis 
Burgy and of Mr. Ronald Nagel  was transferred to the 
Calvary Christian Reformed Church of Seattle.... Com-
munion glass holders have been installed throughout 
our sanctuary. This project has been underwritten by 
the Women’s©© Bible Study Group. 
 
 MARCH 1965  Mrs. Zeldenrust broke her leg and is 
in Northgate Hospital....This morning (Mar 21) we wit-
ness the profession of faith in Christ by John Franken, 
John Groen, Gerry Hol trop, Mr. and Mrs. John Van 
Dieren and John Vander Pol  
 
 FEBRUARY 1960 The new afternoon Ladies Aid Or-
ganization is to meet at the church at 1:45 PM Tuesday.  
All ladies are invited. All persons who have church 
songbooks in their homes are asked to return them. 
 
 MARCH 1960 We congratulate the Van Senus family 
(doubly) on the birth of twin boys this past week.... 
Mrs. Maliepaard has returned home again after her 
stay in the hospital. 
 
 FEBRUARY 1955 We welcome Mr. Hilmer Jager 
whose membership certificate we have received from 
the Lakewood Christian Reformed Church of Long 
Beach, California. 
 
 MARCH 1955 We express our hearty appreciation to 
Mr. Dan Vander Werf for the new nursery....In an 
effort to promote cordial welcoming of visitors, colored 
bulletins are to be given them. Members of the congre-
gation are asked to make a special effort to greet any-
one you may observe as a visitor in our church. 
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MERCY is abounding and catching! 

 

 GOOD HEAV ENS by Margaret A. Graham, Fleming 
H. Revell, Grand Rapi ds, MI, 2004, 315 pp. 

 

 Here we have more about our friend Esmeralda! The 
story begins with a real dil emma for her – a challenge to 
be the housemother at a home for young ladies with 
many problems. However, accepting the job enables our 
heroine to solve a few problems for herself and her pas-
tor. She f inds another challenge in working with the di-
rector of the home. We learn that only with more 
“ Mercy”  can most problems be solved, or led to go down 
the right path. 

Remember Esmeral da comes from a rather sheltered 
small town and is now seeing women who have come 
from abuse, the use of drugs, promiscuous living, and so 
on. 

You wil l laugh and cry as the events occur. Esmeralda is 
also very clever in extending the budget money far be-
yond what any young “ whipper snappers”  could imagine. 
Of course she also dips into her own funds a bit. 

She continues her advice and revelations through the let-
ters to Beatrice, who has found the love of her life. Will 

Esmeralda f ind it  too? 

 

 These stories reminded 
me a bit of the whole-
someness in the Jan 
Karon books about the 
village in England. 
These take place in 
South Carolina. And 
back to the covers – one 
f inds a donkey’ s head in 
front of a church build-
ing in M ERCY M E, 
and a red-necked turkey 
gobbler in the front of 
the halfway house in 
GOOD HEAV ENS! 

 M ERCY M E by Margaret A. Graham, Fleming H. 
Revell, Grand Rapi ds, MI, 2003, 214 pp. 

 

 Several weeks ago I was handed t wo books written by 
Margaret A. Graham. The cover artwork is hilarious and 
more than enough to make a person want to delve into 
the book’ s story. Esmeralda is our main character.  She 
is past middle age,  a member of one of the village 
churches, very active in the Willing Workers Sunday 
school class, and almost too curious about the goings on 
around her. 

She is bi g hearted and comes to defend many types of 
folk even if it means coming down on her friends in the 
Willing Workers class. They all are very opinionated 
and she has some interesting solutions to share. Much of 
her reverie comes to the reader in letters to her friend 
Beatrice. She doesn’ t mince her advice to Beatrice ei-
ther. 

Many modern problems arise in this novel. Esmeralda 
observes the goings on of a young man who doesn’t 
seem to be up to any good. She f inds work for an older 
man who isn’ t considered to be the “ right”  color, and 
then there’ s the young woman who lives in an aban-
doned train car. She comes to grips with AIDS, gossip, 
and di scoveries in her own personality. None-the-less, 

� � �In the Library—Book Reviews by Ervie K lungel 
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Family Focus 
     Needless to say the van Belles are still here and live 
just a few doors down the street from us. Their children 
dovetail somewhat with ours and over the years became 
good friends. 

     Both Gerald and Johanna were born in the Nether-
lands. Both immigrated to Canada with their parents and 
sibl ings. The van Belle family, Dad, Mom, and four 
sons, came to the Toronto area in 1949. The Praamsma 
family came in 1958 when Father Praamsma accepted a 
call to be pastor in Toronto. The children – 3 sons and 3 
daughters – were in various stages of schooling but all 
agreed to come along. The oldest son f inished the year 
at the seminary and joined the family. 

     Gerald and Johanna attended the same church; her 
brother was Geral d’ s good friend and they were in the 
same groups at church, so . . . They were married in 
1963. Gerald was still in school, but Johanna already 
had her medical degree. Geral d found that to be good! 
Geral d fell into the area of statist ics, not so much as a 
calling or special choice, but because he worked for 
someone in that f ield and that seemed to be open for 
him. He got his PhD in 1967 and headed for Florida 
State and his f irst full t ime job. Seven years later he 
thought it was t ime for a sabbatical. Lloyd Fisher met 
him in Florida and invited Gerald to Washington, and 
said he woul d be pai d. This made it easier because the 
van Belles were not obligated to return to Florida. After 
three months in Seatt le, they knew they woul d stay here. 
The biggest drawing cards were the Christ ian school 
and our church. Of course both of them have/had rather 
good jobs at the university. 

    Now both have been chosen to serve on the council. 
Geral d has been an el der in Toronto and this is hi s third 
t ime in our church. He also has served several t imes on 
the Christ ian school board. He feel s it  is an excit ing 
t ime to be on the council because of the mission of the 
church. He enjoys visit ing folks and helping many cope 
with change. Johanna is deacon for the f irst t ime and 
looks forward to being available for people with needs. 
She already practices this in her role as a Stephen’ s min-
ister. Both van Belle’ s have been the driving force in the 
ALPHA program, which f its in with their roles on coun-
cil, also. 

     It  almost seemed ludicrous to ask what they like to 
do in their spare t ime, because they seem very busy. 
They like games – especially those having to do with 
words! They travel whenever they can or oftener. Ge-
rald travels as member of some 8-10 national commit-
tees. I ’ m amazed at how well he seems to deal with the 
jet lag. At t imes Johanna goes along if  they can f it  in a 
side trip to relatives or friends. They’ ve spent summers 

FA MI LY FOCUS by Winerva Klungel 

 

      It  maybe thirty years ago or more that I heard about 
Geral d and Johanna van Belle. My neighbor lady, 
Ginnie Fi sher, and I often chatted together over coffee, 
and she told me about this professor coming from Flor-
ida to work with her husband Lloyd Fisher at the UW. I 
guess Professor van Belle was coming for one or two 

years to work with Lloyd in the Bio-statist ics depart-
ment. She talked about f inding a home for them to rent 
on 105th. Then one day she came to me for information. 
“This professor and his wife are interested in a Christ ian 
School. I  have gone to visit  Watson Groen down the 
road and have talked with the principal, but I thought 
you might give a less biased opinion.”  I denied that 
since I ’ d spent many years as teacher at Watson Groen 
Christ ian. T ime went by and the summer was upon us. I 
asked when the van Belles were arriving, and she ex-
pected them soon. One Sunday morning, I met this new 
family, the van Belles, at church. I found it  rather inter-
esting that I met up with them before she did and I an-
nounced it  to Ginnie that Sunday afternoon. 

Winerva 
Klungel 
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Geral d chose Barnabas because he represents encour-
agement, something we all need to practice more. Since 
they feel they don’t have great background in US his-
tory, they laughed when I asked about their favorite 
American historical f igure. Geral d di d answer with 
Harry Truman because he was such a down to earth guy 
and the last of the true leaders. 

     One of the great characterist ics I f ind about the van 
Belles is their open house. One al ways feels very wel-
come and comfortable there. They can talk with one 
about anything and they have a mult itude of gifts. God 
bless them in their roles in church leadership! 

in different areas of our country and of the world. A few 
of these have been with the children before they went 
their own ways. 

     They had four children when they arrived in Seatt le. 
All were enrolled at Watson Groen Christ ian School. 
Son Louis came along a bit later. Now, only son Will 
lives in this area. Their oldest daughter Loeske lives in 
Leavenworth with her family, Gerard i s in California, 
Christ ine in Oregon, and Louis in I llinois. They have 
fun traveling just to visit  the children. They have six 
grandchil dren. They f ind the most relaxing place for 
vacation is the Oregon Coast. 

     Another great activity at their house is reading. We 
spent a long t ime talking about books and hardly 
scratched the surface. At the moment, Gerald favors the 
author Peter Kreeft for his insight into theology. A book 
we should all read by Kreeft is Christianity for Modern 
Pagans. Gerald thinks all of Peter Kreeft’ s books should 
be in our church li brary. Johanna says she isn’ t into such 
depth in her reading. She enjoys relaxing with the works 
of Jan Karon. Gerald admitted enjoying those too. Susan 
Howatch’ s Glittering Images was also enjoyed. This 
book and others were written after the author became a 
Christ ian. 

     I  didn’ t pick up much trivia from the van Belles. 
Daniel is Johanna’ s favorite Bible character because he 
stood up for his beliefs – not easy for many of us to do. 
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Citizenship 

 
    If the people have not vision, they shall surely per-
ish.  No man has a right to live who has not in his soul 
the power to die nobly for a great cause.  Let abhor-
rence be for those who wage wanton or wicked wars, 
who with ruthless violence oppress the upright and the 
unoffending.  Pay all honor to the preachers of peace 
who put righteousness above peace.  But shame on the 
creatures who would teach our people that it is any-
thing but base to be unready and unable to defend 
right, even at need by the sternness of all tests, the test 
of righteous war, war waged by a high-couraged peo-
ple with souls attuned to the demands of a lofty ideal.  
Have these professional pacifists lost every quality of 
manhood?  Are they ignorant of the very meaning of 
nobility of Soul? 

—Theodore Roosevelt 

 
    And can the liberties of a nation be thought secure 
when we have removed their only firm basis, a convic-
tion in the minds of the people that these liberties are 
the gift of God? 

—Thomas Jefferson 


