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Editorial: On Elections and Poalitics

Norm Jonkman

We have just finished anather election season, one
very similar to those preceding it. We have grown ac-
customed tothe unending torrent of negetive campaign
ads which attack the opponent’s charader, beliefs ad
policies, and which inply that the opponert’s eection
will result inthe downfdl of civilization. (So muchfor:
“my worthy opponent.”) By the end of the season, |
cringed when | heard thewords, “1 am ...... and | -
proved of this message!l” | dften fet like responding
directly to the candidae, “ Shame on you for lending
your goproval tothis garbage.”

Our country has become morepolarizedthan at any
time in its history; each of thetwo pri-

“Le such persons then undegand tha judicia
proceedings are lawful to himwho makes aright useof
them; andtheright use, bath for thepursuer and for the
defender, is for the ldter to sig himself ontheday ap-
pointed, and, without bitterness, urge wha he can in his
defense, but only with the desire of jusly maintaining
his right; and for the pursuer, when undeservedly a-
tacked in his life or fortunes, tothrow himsdf uponthe
protedion of the magdrate, gate his complant, and
demand what is just and good; while, far from any wish
to hurt or take vengeance—far from bittemess and ha
tred—far from the Armor of grife, heis raher digposed
to yidd and suffer somewha than to cherish hogile
fedings towards his opponent. On

mary politica paties believes tha they
and only they have and spesk the truth.
This reaults in an inability to conpro-
mise or reach consensus, the unwilling-
nessto ligen to the other side, the fall-
ure to redize that bath sides have con
tributions to make, and the refusd to
even gve the opposition a chance to
staether views. | fdt that the solution
to our dates governar’s race was Sim-
ple declare a tie, turn the govemor’s
mansion into a duplex, and insig tha
Chris Gregoire and Dino Rossi mudt
reach a consensus before presenting
legslation.

| believe it ispad time for Chris
tiansto demand achange. When a can-
didate which we support begns nega
tive campagning, it is our reponsibil-
ity to write leters and emails pointing
out the immordity o ther behavior.
Many of our government’s leaders, as well as candi-
dates, gpenly profess Christianity ; et usinsig tha they
demondréae their profession by ther agions. Ld us
insig tha they respect the gppaosition even when they
disagree with them. When we see our representatives
being motivaed by paty politics ingead o right ad
wrong, we mug le them know.

During areading of Cavin's Inditutes, | foundthe
following paragraph.  While the subject is judicid pro-
ceedings, the thoughts goply equdly well to political
dedlings.

Foritought to be an
axiom among all
Christians, that no
plea, however
equitable, can be
rightly conducted
by any one who
does not feel as
kindly towards his
opponent as if the
matter in dispute
were amicably
transacted and
arranged.

-John Calvin

the contrary when minds ae filled
with maevolence, corrupted by
envy, burning with anger, bregthing
revenge, or, in fine, so inflamed by
the heat of the contet, tha they, in
some measure, lay aside charity, the
wholepleading, even of the mog just
cause, cannat but be impious. For it
ought to be an axiom among dl
Chrigians, tha no plea, however eg-
uitable, can be rightly conduded by
any onewho does not fed as kindly
towards his gpponert as if the mater
in digpute were amicably transacted
and aranged. Some one, perhas,
may here bresk in and say, tha such
moderation in judicial proceedings is
so far from being seen, tha an in-
stance of it would be akind of prod-
igy. | confess that in thesetimesit is
rare to meet with an example of an
hones litigant; but the thing itsdf,
untainted by the accession of evil, ceases na to be
good and pure. When we hear tha the assigance of the
magstrate is a sacred gft from God, weought the more
carefully to bewareof pollutingit by our fault.”

As Cavin acknowledged, we cannot exped such
restraint in aworld nat governed by the Word of God,
but we should €ill hold our politicians accountable to
the highest standard.




F===================================m

|] Who's New in the Church Council

Winerva Klungd |]

E===================================ﬂ

Two very new deacons have been chosen. The two eld-
ers chosen are not really new, since both Gerald van
Belle and Doug Heys have previoudy served in this ca-
pacity. Fird | will tell you about Barb Vree.

Barb joined the Klungels for dinner one evening and she
and | had an interesting discussion about the deaconate.
The office has changed from the role it played in my
youth and even in Barb's earlier days. We both viewed
it asthe folk — men only — who gathered the collections
and sent money to the designated recipients. Now we
see men and women taking the offerings, but tha does
n't appea to be their main fundion. To me the office
seems more like that first found in scripture. The dea-
cons were formed to serve widows and families in need
(Acts 6). Barb learned in the firda meding tha there's
moreto being a deacon than taking collections.

This is somehing totally new for Barb who feels it is
time for her to move out of her comfort zone and get
more involved. She saed tha living alone sometimes
makes a person center on self too much. Life may be
easer that way, but Barb looks forward to “doing’ —
opening up to others. This may cause uneasy feelings
but will eventually be fulfilling. She wonders, “Will |
do a good job?’ Leadership podtions are always a hit
challenging and she has even agreed to be treasurer for
the deacons. Intereding note: Barb is one of five chil-
dren in the Vree family and the fourth to serve as a dea-
con inthe CRC.

Barb made it sound as if she had never been involvedin

church activities. | believe she sang in the choir for a
while. She has been a leader in GEM S for amost a

dozen years. She loves working with the girls and uses
the skills she has as a teacher. Laely she has garted
helping with power point.

Outside of church life she works for Sarbucks but
doesn’t drink coffee. She loves to read (no specific fa-
vorites), travel (New Zealand was great), and dabble in
photography. Her favorite Bible character is Mary, Ss
ter of Martha and Lazarus. Her favorite American his-
torical figure is Abraham Lincoln. She looksfor loyalty
and humor in her friends. If you invite her for dinner,
she doesn’t like oniongl

Doug Heys says he's not sure working as an elder is
something he looks forward to but he feels honored to
be called to thisposition. He believes God has plansfor
our church and is excited to see how he will be used
these next three years.

Thisisthesecond time he servesas an elder. During his
firg term the church building projects were nearing
completion and he remembers the excitement that cre-
ated. He looks back with joy upon witnessing the pro-
fessonsof faith by theyouth in our church.
| asked him about his qualificationsfor office. “ 1 do not
think any peson enters this office feeling fully quali-
(See Who's New on page4)




(Who's New continued from page 3)

fied to serve in this capacity. . . . | have aways taken
this office feeling very inadequate but trusting tha since
Godchoseme. .., Hewill also equip me with thetools
| needto fill thisoffice.” Doug fears the unknownsthat
will surely present themselves and he asks for every-
one' s prayers for wisdom.

Doug also serves the church in worship teams and in
choir. He also enjoys being on the flower schedule and
helping with decorating for the special holidays.

As you can guess from the above satement, Doug en-
joys landscaping and working with hishandsin the yard
or in the garage. Woodworking and gardening are
pleasant breaksfrom work a the desk and computer.

His favorite Bible character is hard to choose, but is
Peter. “Peter was
somewhat of a
blurter, atrait | am
&ill tryingto over-
come. Ian't it
great how much
Jesus loved Peter,
even with al his
weak nesses?”
Ronald  Reagan
gands out as a
higorical person
he respects.

In a friend he
looks for accep-
tance, not being
shy to ask for help
and willing to re-
turn the favor. “I
have a neighbor
couple who fit his
description. Now,
if I can only get
them to church
some day!”

Like many of us
Karen and Doug
love to travel. A
Caribbean cruise
as a family is
something he
would like to re-
peat. They aso
like road trips to
experience the

diverse beauty this country hasto offer.

His favorite food looks like a good charbroiled steak.
He also mentions the good, Dutch buttermilk and barley
soup with lotsof syrup! How many of our readers know
what that is? He didn’t like the experience of breaded
deep fried okra, which he compaes to breaded slugs.
He jokingly swearsthem off for Lent each year!

Asto the Van Belles who have both joined the council,
we are featuring them in the FAMILY FOCUS this
month!
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FLAMING NEWS:

By Ervie Klungd as geaned from Chapters 4-10 re-
ceved from Heb and Matha about ther life in

Guinea Bissau from November 15to December 27.

Herb end Marthas lives have many frugraions, but
up urtil now we surely can thank God for their con-
tinuing good hedlth. Yes, there has been acold or two,
and for Matha a bathersome tropica rash, which
seems to have disgopeared — findly. Herb thinks his
arthritis is better in the African climate. So pray for

the good health to continue.

They thought by November or even beforethey would
be able to move into the Missionary Headquarters’
house. Tha has not hgppened. They arethankful they
can live with their pastor friend Chenda who helps
aso with thetranslation and in ather ways. Chenda's
household is nat necessarily a quiet place for them
because their house is full without Heb and Martha
Some of those livingthere are family menbers; athers
may be ormphans, sudents, and who knows? They do
enjoy the wholesome interadion among the
“members’ of this extended family. Two Chrigian
teacherswho gpeak English have become good friends
who help Martha and Herb fed & home. They have
offered the use of their generator for dectricity, the
use of their car for travel, the help for the Thanksgv-
ing holiday and on and on. Thank God for the haspi-
tality of Chenda’s family and the friendship of the

teacher s Ruthieand Elvina.

Guinea Bissau is usudly very warm; after dl, it is
close to the equaa! Martha and Herb delight in cool

temperaures — anything below 80 degrees. There are
many “Praise Gods” that follov announcements about
cool wegther. Heat and humidity don’'t seemto bother
the workers who are acclimated to it. Even when the
temperaures go down out-of-doars, the slegping quar-
ters day above 90 degrees. Pray for the ability to cope
with all weather!

Getting the building compleed is frugraing. Contrad-
ing/building there is w0 different from wha we experi-
ence. Checking on the dectrica work showed there
were outlets and switches nat placed according to plan.
(In fact | wonde if the workers sometimes ignorethe
plans and dotheir ownthing!) When Herb and Matha
“ingect” they dways look & whé they can live with
rather than have everything redone. T his aso hgppened
with plumbing. But when cement work wes destroyed
just to make things “easier” (but incorrea) for the
workers, our missionaries had a tough time with pa
tience. The doors wert in but didn't provide wide
enough access for moving in desks and ather fumiture.
They wonder how to communicate DO NOT PUT IN
THE WINDOWS because we need to move furniture
through those gpenings. The basics wert up for the
classroom for mechanic training — only the workers
faled to include gpenings for doars and windows.
Looks likedo-over time!

Taking diredions from “foreigners” is difficult, but the
concept o time is A< veay different. A deivery may
be promised for oneday or even as exacting as an hour,
but the next day or a difference of severa hours may
still be “on time” M atha comments tha her wach

(See Flame on page6)




shows discrepancies. Frugrating, but something they
have learned to cope with. Pray that the building proc-
ess may be completed soon, epecially for the head-
guarters’ house. Pray that the industrial school may be

built efficiently and accor ding to plan!

Travel to Bissau, where much of their businessis con-
ducted, money exchanged, receiving and sending e
mall, etc., is an adventurein avery crowded van cdled
Kondonga They often seem to get good seats because
of who knows themor . . . maybether good lookd In
the capita they med with Tiago, theperson who is of-
ficidly fulltime gaff for FLAME begnning this Janu-
ary. They check on the container, which has been such
aconundrum, try to figure out finances, and get e-mail.
It sounds like a very tiring day. Then back in another
packed van. Pahags they had cooler temperdures in

Bissau but reurnto avery, very warmslegping room.

Finance — epecidly banking — has been bathersome.
They hoped for enough peace and security in the coun-
try so a nationd bank would be avallable. This didn’t
happen. Anather missionary told them of thepassibility
of putting money in a Portuguese bank, changng dol-
larsto Euros and . . . the said bank has nat replied with
papers or awthing They have been exchangng money
on the streets with one person who has gven them
some* good dedls (?)”. The dollar has log itsworth and
tha isna helping either. Wiring money is very codly
and they have needed more than firg articipaed be-
cause of unseen cods — epecidly withthetrudk._Pray
for better exchange for the dollar, for an easier, less
expensive way to provide the missionaries with funds,

and jelly with coffeeor tea. At 1LPM.and 7 PM. it is
time for their ather meds of rice with fish (M aybe
chicken, gazelle or beef). They do enjoy the fruit in
season but are looking forward to more vegges when
they get in their own place. Pray they will get into

“ thelr home’ soon!

They take time to witness to those they meet on the
highways and byways, to those who are working for
them, even Jack who exchanges money for them. They
0o back to check on these folk aso. Some sound inter-
ested in comingto church but . . . . maybetha iswhy
Herb and Matha's matto is: PLAN PRAYER PA-
TIENCE! It redly fits with al the anecdates I've
shared. Oh, they are using other taentstoo. Mathaen-
joysteaching some Endish —agecidty for sudentsin
the Chrigian grade school. Herb is helpingto organize
the deacons of the church and he has led theservice on
the Sunday after Chrigmas They helped with a wed-
ding—that was an interesing affair! The one drawback
was losing slegp because of the celebraion in the area

so closetotheir room.

Well, dear reader, | tried to gve some insight intothe
life of Herb and M atha in Guinea Bissau from mid
November to the end of December. | judt received three
more chaptersbut will save them for the next report.

In additions to the reminders far pray e throughout the
article please Pray that God will protect their crops
from the locusts, which appear to be moving toward

Canchungo!

for a safe bank wher e the money can bekept.

Thetruck, which seemed to be a good invesment, has
become a questionable asset! It had been sitting around
unused for some time. Repairs are condantly needed.
They are expensive and difficult to come by — need to
0o to the cepitd and time is lost by the hour and day.
However, to rent o hire atruck and folk to run it may
be dmog inpossible. So wha mus be decided? The
truck is being used now, has been expensive, but worth
the cog because it is ours!? Pray that it may hold up

wel and besecur e from hoodlums!

On ausud day — if M athaand Herb ever have such —
they rise early for devotions and hopefully to get tothe
headquarters or school site beforeit getstoo hat. Their
medal schedule is rather routine— breskfast sounds like
the Eurgpean cortinenta type with bread, margarine,

Tom Crompton reminded the board tha working for
the Lord in Africahelps oneto underdand | Peer 4:12
and 13-“ Do not be surprised & the painful trid you are
suffering ... But rgjoice that you paticipae in the suf-
ferings of Chrig sothat you may be overjoyed when

Hisdory isreveded.”

We are called by God to be channelsof His Love messengers of HisWord, and instruments of the
Holy Soirit to bring the people of Africa into the fellowship of Chrigt and His Church.




Bugs, I nsects, or just Little Creatures

Winerva Klungel

The story about red ants which follows — taken from
Chapter 8 of the RETURN TO AFRI CA by Marthaand
Herb — reminds me of George's encounter with bees.
George was working on some clean-up in our back yard
and dug into a bees nes in the ground. Those “little
creatures’ were mad and attacked George. He ran like
the wind toward the stred; his shirt was off to use as a
weapon. It was quite a sight and might have been funny,
but one couldtell from hiscriesthat the bees had found
away up his pant legs, onto his head, and most every-
where. He was being sung maybe 40 timesin just afew
moments. One can only imagine how that felt, but we
thank God George was not allergic to bee sings We
probably still avoid that area of the ground!

“At 4 A.M. Wednesday morning, December 8, 2004,
Herb got up to go to the bathroom (Middle of the night
is routine when one getsolder)! As heenteredthe bath-
room he felt something cramling on hisfeet; asa matter
of fact, alot of little “ somethings.” Then he started feel-
ing bites like bee stings. He ingtantly focused the flash-
light on his feet, which were covered with red “fire
ants.” The light from the flashlight revealed thousands
of antsonthe floor and up the doorpods. In aflash Herb
was out of the bathroom, down the hall at a reckless
speed and out onto the veranda. There he began to
scrape off these vengeful little creaures. Some had ad
vanced to his knees and he was determined they were
going no further up hislegs. He yanked off histhongsto
get the ants out from between his toes. All this time,
many of them were continuing to ging. At lag he had
them all off and very flatened on the veranda floor.
T his episode probably spanned only 4 or 5 minutes but
seemed much longer due to the pain. Next, Herb went
back very carefully to see what he was up againg and
quickly assessed that he needed Chenda's help. Herb
hoped Chenda had a supply of bug killer. Chenda got
the message, grabbed a flashlight and streaked down the
hall to the bathroom — he did have a towel wrapped
around him. Herb noticed tha Chenda was barefoot —
brave man! He sormed into the bathroom and observed
what Herb had seen. In the meantime Teresnha,
Chenda’ s wife had joined the defense team. It was now
three againg — probably 10,000 ants — not very good
odds. Teresnha was dispatched to find the bug killer.
Meanwhile the ant army was marching along the wall
into the kitchen and dining area. Chenda grabbed a
broom and <arted sweeping them into a coorner.
T eresinha had turned up two empty canisters of bug kil-
ler, and Herb was getting a little uneasy. By now

Chenda had a six-inch pile of antsin the corner, but it
took congant actionto keep themthere. It was an amus
ing sight in spiteof being a serious situation. Herb could
only imagine how many sings Chenda had by now.
Teresnha reappeared on the scene with a brand new
canister of bug killer. Chenda went to work in the bath-
room where the source of the problem was. The ants had
entered through a hole about the size of a fifty-cent
piece in the base of the doorframe. At tha time, Herb
started hearing children and chickens screaming in the
bedroom next to the bathroom. T he problem was grow-
ing, but our new weapon, bug killer, was turning the
battle around. We were now the aggressor. In spite of
the multitude of ants, Chenda made quick work of exter-
minating them in the bathroom, kitchen and dining area.
He then rushed to the children’s rescue. The children
picked ants off the chicken and her five babies. T hrough
al this drama packed event, Martha was blissfully
deeping in their bedroom. As Herb was coming back
into their room Martha was getting up and Herb cau-
tioned her to keep a sharp eye ou for any moving ants
and not to wear anything long. Herb kept imagining ants
crawling on him when he went back to bed. We don’t
think anyone went back to deep. Some remember De-
cember 7 as “ Pearl Harbor Day” but Herb will forever
remember December 8 as“ Ant Attack Day.”

Needless to say, thetopic a breakfast that morning was
ANTS “Chenda shared many fads and sories about
ants. We have always heard that the lion is king of the
jungle. We don’t believe that istrue —the ant isl What
they lack in sze they morethan make up for in quantity.
Ants havethe capacity of killing any animal in the jun-
gle, athough we are not sure about elephants. Even boa
congricdorsand pythons are afraid of ants. Both types of
snakes search very carefully for ants before killing their
prey and eating them because in the process of digesting
their prey they arevirtually paralyzed. An army of ants
attacksthem in this state and crawis into their nogrilsin
aufficient quantity to suffocate them to death. The ants
build towers up to twelve feet high! They chew through
houses, as we were reminded again early this morning.
Antsare very organized di sciplined and fearless. Having
ants around the house keeps all snakes away, but they
may turn around and eat your house! A real catch 22.”

Then there are the locusts, which the Reynolds encoun-
tered on their way to Bissau on January 3. They had
gone about half an hour from Canchungo when they ran

(See Bugson page8)




into swarms of huge locusts. “They were everywhere;
al over the road, bouncing off the windshield, clouds of
them in the sky and covering many types of vegetaion
including the cashew trees. Quinito, their driver, ex-
plained tha the locusts eat blossoms off the cashew
trees. There will be no cashew fruit or nutsif the locusts
destroy the blossoms. We have no idea how large an
area is affected. We drove through the swarm in about
4-5 minutes at 50 MPH. If this becomes widespread it
could destroy the key crop of Guinea Bissau. We pray to
God that He will not allow thisto happen.”

On January 7, the Reynolds watched a televison pro-
gram about locust infesta-
tion. “They (the locusts)
were S0 thick tha you could
not even see the bark onthe
trees and the tops were to-
tally pink, the color of the
locust. There is a growing
concern in the entire coun-
try about this problem. Last
year Senegal suffered wide-
spread damage from lo-
custs.”

On Sunday, one of the eld-
ers spoke on locugs as re-
lated in Exodus and Revela-
tion. Tha was indeed perti-
nent. Also on January 9,
they relate this. “We heard
this evening that the locusts
have advanced north of
Bula (where they encoun-
tered the little beasts on
their way to Bissau earlier
tha week) and are heading
our way, being driven by
the wind. We hope they
don’t reach this area! The
locusts eat selectively:
cashew and mango blos
soms, grass, tender leaves
from plants such as toma-
toes, letuce, @c.” Martha
adds that the large cans of
dehydrated food they
brought along may be more
important then initially
thought.

These goriesremind me of the plagues of Egypt or the
grasshoppers in D in the 1930's. Whaever they help
yourecall, may they remind all of usto pray!



FEBRUARY 2000 Discussion on Willard’ s The Divine
Congpiracy will gart on Wed & 8:30 PM inthe Council
Room....The congregation grieves with the Vander-
wer ff family who buried their faher and brother, Fred
Vanderwerff, on Tue in Monroe...We welcome Peter
and Caryn Cornelise ad ther 2 daughters, Kathryn
and Haley, and Roger and Deni s Kiers and their twin
boys Alan and Nathan...The Congregation gieves
with Peter and Caryn Cornelise as Pder's mather
passed avay las week and adso with Bob and Nell
Thompson on the death of Nell’s mather, dso lag
week....\We regjoice with Roger and Denise Kiers as
they present ther sons Alan and Nathan for ba-
tism...LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are now available
upon reques....Council Nates: We are lookinginto hav-
ing an information booth to encourage guests ad visi-
tors to find out more about our church and its programs.
The Lord blessed our gving so tha we had only asmall
deficit of $575.54 & the end of 1999.

March 2000 Our synpéahies are extended tothe Van-

derwerff family in the degth of Albetha Vandewerff,
Gerad's mather....Please pray for Herm Oordt as he
undergoes cancer thergpy...Tonight Chrigian ac-
tor/mime/singer/spesker David Shelton will ag out for
us the book of Jonah. David's performanceis captiva-
ing for al ages but particularly engagng for chil-
dren..A THANK YOU FROM JIM DYKSTRA: |
want to thank the miniger and the congregetion for
praying for me in my recent iliness. Thedodors didn’t
think | would survive through this illness. One of the
doctars sad he hadn't seen awthing like this in 20
years. He sadto me, “ You mug have close contad with
God!” | am gill grugging to regain the use of my left
leg but am doing lots beter. The Lord willing, | will
recupeate conpledly...Our sincere sympahies are ex-
tended to Peter Van Dussen inthe degth of his fatherin
Michigan and to Chong Zhang whose mathe passed
away in China....Evelyn De Rooy had caaradt surgery
onM arch 16 with resulting complicaions

FEBRUARY 1995 You are invited to join the Jor-
ritama family in ceebrating Menno and Ann’s 45h

Wedding Anniversary ... Tess have disclosed nodules
on Dick Grant'sliver...We express our Christiansym-
pahy to Liz Goudzwaard on the degth of her brather
Garret Varekamp, age 84 from Sedttle on Jan.
22...0n July 7 and 8 thee will be agathering of Chris-
tian men in the King Dome for Promise Kesgpers....The
Building Expansion Committee received conplded
design development drawings from our architects and a
report from our cost estimaor. The fina cods for our
building project are: Phase | - $1,640,000; Phese Il -
$560,000; Tata - $2,200,000. Because our origina esti-
mate for the fira phase was $750,000 and $1,100,000
for thetata projed, these g etimates werevery dis-
gopoirting! There were severd reasons the estimaes
were higher than expeded: the very high demolition
and site prepardion cods; expensive items to meet
building codes, etc., the report goes on to list two passi-
ble options, one to consider if we can raise more than
$750,000, the othe to redesign and reduce squar e foot-
age..WARM BEACH: Mak you cdendars! The
Cascade Family Bible Conference will be held over a
weekend thisyear, July 6 - 10. Speakers are Dr. Gil -
bert Bilezikian, professor emeritus in Biblical Sudies
a Wheaon College and Dr Henry Wil deboer, pagtor
a Zion Christian Reformed Church in Oshava, On-
tario.

MARCH 1995 This morning Twila and Dawn Bell
will make profession of faith and receive the sacrament
of bgptism... The membership of Joseph and Nelie
Strong and ther children Jeremiah, Alana, Joshua,
Elisa, Christina and Jesse have beentransferredtothe
Fath Community Felowship (CRC) in Mt
Vernon...Steve and Pat Cok are the proud grandpar-
ents o ther first gr)andson, Arun Coumar, born on
Fri., Mar 3....Tena De Koekkoek had caaract surgery
on Thursday marning....Council Briefs: The Building
Committee is investigating the feasibility of movable
seating in the church auditorium. The mativaion for
this is the possibility of having more flexibility in the
use of the auditorium for smdl groups, such as our
youh goups and discipleship training groups. This
subject was lag addressed in 1992 when the cost was
estimaed to be gproximately $16,000. The Council
was informed that the Elders had gpproved aur involve-
ment inthe SghensMinidry.

FEBRUARY 1990

This marning (Feb 4) the sacrament of Bgptism will be

administered to Chrigopher Sundy, son of Alice and

Greg; and to Rochelle Leann Van Voord, infat
(See Bullginson page 10)




(Bulletins continued frompage9)

daughter of Phil and Sherrie.. W€ re thankful tha
Greta Clousng and Lois Dedstra have applied to-
gether and have been accepted for thepasition of Music
coordingor for our congregetion. They will begn this
week, working primarily with the music minisry of the
A. M. sarvices...The new Elementary Building a Wat-
son Groen Chrigian School will be dedicated on Feb 15
a 7:30 pm. The firg part of the dedication will be held
in the auditorium of our church. At about 8 o' clock we
will move outside for a cornersone laying ceremony
and the officia gpening of the building....This marning
(Feb 18) the sacrament of Baptismwill be adminisered
to Jillian Nioole De Frees, infant daughter of Doug and
Roslyn....Alexander Longacre was in Children's Hos-
pita this week due to dehydraion... At our congrega
tionad meding lag week it was decided to go with an
internship program for anather year. This week Thur.
through Sat. morning, Pastor Sam and Sherwin Van
Mersbergen will be conduding inteviews & Calvin
Seminary & Grand Rapids...A committee has been
formed to actively raise noney for a Grand Piano.
Members are: Corry Bakker, Erica Bauman, Duane
Einfdd, Norm Jonkman, Hildred Klungd and Ken
Oordt. One of our fundraisers will bethe sde of piano
keys & various prices. A chart will be poged to keg
track of our progress....Wewelcome Dr Bob De Vries,
Professar of Church Educaion & Cavin Seminary to
our sevice this evening. Dr De Vriesis with us today
after having a seminar in Lynden on cortinuing educa
tion for pastors.

MARCH 1990 We arethankful tha al went well for
Lisa Boer as she submitted to brain surgery on Tue. &
Evergeen Hopitd....Our Chrigian synpéahies to the
Rev. Arnold Brink family in the sudden death of Rev.
Brink lag Tue. dueto ahead injury in afal. Rev. Brink
served us for severa morths during our last vacancy
and is the faher of Rev. Brink of the Belevue
Church....Seasoned Citizens Patluck Dinner will be on
Fri, Ma 16 & 6:30 pmin our church. Guest speaker will
be Mr. Varekamp, brather of Liz Goudzwaard, who
will be gving a presentation on Noah's Ark. Included
are scde nodds of charactas and animas which he
himsef has designed. He will aso have on diplay a
scale mode of his own 32 ft. cruiser....Lisa Boer con-
tinues to do well as she recuperaes & home following
her brain surgery las week. Harriet Terpstra has re-
turned home from Providence Hospital, where she had
knee surgery....Our new seminary intern: Dae Visser,
4340 Hidden Lakes Dr. SE, #203 Kentwood, Ml
49512, phone 616-281-9260....All women areinvited to

a bridd shower for Renita Rop, soon to be Mrs.
Wolter Korf, a 3:30 pm Sat., March 24, & the
Klungd’s home, 17722 - 25%h Ave NE 363-
2772...Sherwin Van Mersbergen, Vice-Pres of our
Council, was elected as Elder delegate to Synod. He
will be rgoresenting Classis Pacific Northwes...Hope
Community CRC of Mill Creek requested gpprova to
organize as a Chrigian Reformad congregation. This
was granted with the Everett CRC assiging in theproc-
ess. The Anchor of Hope CRC in Slverdae has moved
severd times They now have an gpportunity to pur-
chase an oldea church building which they have been
renting for six months. They were assiged in this by
Classis with $50,000 fromthe revolving fund....During
the last couple of weeks Henry Wind has undergone
tegingfor cancer of theprogée. These tests have come
back posttive.

FEBRUARY 1985 We extend our Chrigian sympa
thiesto AnnaBdle Adkerman on the deah of her fa
ther, Mr. Peter De Vries, on Thursday in his home in
New Jersey. Hewas 103 years old when he passed on
to his heavenly home!...Alma Strong suffaed agroke
Wednesday evening and underwent surgery on Thurs-
day morning for remova of a blood clat on the brain.
We can thank God that the surgery seemsto have been
successful and we pray tha she will experience a com-
plee recovery... The Council decided to prepare cards
to be used by guests & Comnunion services, g&ing
tha they would like to sharethe Lord®Supper with us.

MARCH 1985 Tonight®sevice will include the pub-
lic profession of fath of Daryl Einfdd....Four families
or singes will be requesed randomly to atend the
morning warship services of the Bremerton-Siverdae
CRC every ather week. Thiswould meantha members
would be asked about every 1 and 1/2y ears.

FEBRUARY 1980 A gpecid congregationa meeting
will be held Tuesday to consider the Council®proposa
to seek an intern for 1980-81 M aerids on the intern-
ship program will be handed out after this moming®
service....Congratulaions to the Neideighs in the birth
of ababy grl on Wedhesday.

MARCH 1980 A cdl will be extended to Norm
Thaomasma, aSenior a Cavin Seminary, to serve here
as Intern Pagtor begnningin Augus. Hewill be decid-
ing this week....\We have receved the membership of
Paul and Betty (nee Groen) Vander Zee from the
Eastem Avenue CRC of Grand Rapids, M ichigan....We
are disgpointed to have received the unexpeded an-




swer fromNorm Thomasmatha hewill not be ableto
accept aur cal to serve here next year as Intem Pagtor.
Snce severd other best passible goplicants had ac-
cepted cdls esavhere, the Council has decided to re-
view longer range staffing possibilities inthe context of
a broader sudy of our congregation® gpportunities,
needs and challenges....An OPEN HOUSE, cdlebrating
the 50th wedding anniversary will be held for Mr. and
Mrs. Willem Pruys on Saturday, April 5th & the
Vander Giessen residence.

FEBRUARY 1975 Congratulaions to Mr. and Mrs.
Dan Wasell towhom adaughter was born early Thurs-
day morning.,,, Congratulaionsto Mr. and Mrs. Jerry
Dykstra to whom a son was born this pas Monday ....
Publicprofession of faith will be made this morning by
Mr. and Mrs. Don Pullman and by Mr. Dan Wasell.
Their baptism and tha of their children will takeplace
a tha time.... We have received the membership of the
Dondd Vander Giesen family from the West Park
CRC o Cleveand, Ohio.

MARCH 1975 Profession of faith will be madein the

evening service by Pauline Van Senus..WELCOM E:
The Kenneth Venhuizen family has been gone for a
long time while working with the CRWRC CAPOK
prog/am in Korea. Asthey are now back with us, it was
felt gpropride that they be welcomed in the narthex
after this moming s service... HOLY BAPTISM will be
administerad this morning (Mar 16) to Robert Allen
Dykstra, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Dykstra...At
ther request, the membership of Mr. and Mrs. Art De
Groot and Roy has been transferred to the Anacortes
Chrigian Reformed Church....Genera Fund offerings
for M arch 2 - $1628.24; M arch 9 for Chrigian School -
$2001.29; M ach 16 Generd Fund - $1346.19.

FEBRUARY 1970 Thisisthe find Sunday Bob Ba-
jema will be with us prior to his leaving for duty in
Vietnam....The old parsonage has been sold. We are
now closing the sde and taking care of the planned
changes on the new pasonage a 16327 - 34th
NE...Theingdlation sevice of Rev Wesding will be
held on Thursday, Mar 5. A reception is planned for
our nev pagor and his family following the ingalation,

MARCH 1970 At the last consigory meding, we re-
ceived into membership Mr. and Mrs. Harris Donnd,
Harley ad Teresa as members in full communion and
their 3 other children Haine, Rebecca and David. The
Donned@ come to us from the Mgle Leaf Batist
Church....Our pagtor has been accusomed to wearing a

pulpit robe for conduding warship and plans to con-
tinue doing S0 here. This traditiond reformationa pul-
pit clathing seems best quitedto gress the fad that it is
not this o that individua who is in thepulpit, but that
the ministry of theWord isthe mogt inportart thing.

FEBRUARY 1965 The membeaship of Mr. Louis
Burgy and of Mr. Ronadd Nagdl wastransferredtothe
Cdvay Chrigian Reformed Church of Sesttle.... Com-
munion dass holders have been inddled throughout
our sanduary. This projed has been underwritten by
the Women’' s@ible Study Group.

MARCH 1965 Mrs. Zddenrust broke her legand is
in Northgate Hospitd....This morning (Mar 21) wewit-
nesstheprofession of faith in Chrig by John Franken,
John Groen, Gerry Hdtrop, Mr. and Mrs. John Van
Dieren and John Vander Pol

FEBRUARY 1960 The new afternoon LadiesAid Or-
ganization isto med at the church & 1:45 PM Tuesday .
All ladies are invited. All persons who have church
songbooks intheir homes are esked toreturnthem.

MARCH 1960 We congratulae the Van Senus family

(doubly) on the birth of twin boys this past week....
Mrs. Madiepaard has returned home again after her
stay inthe hogpitd.

FEBRUARY 1955 We welcome Mr. Hilmer Jager
whaose membership certificate we have received from
the Lakewvood Chrigian Re€formed Church of Long
Beach, Cdifornia

MARCH 195 We express our hearty gopreciaion to
Mr. Dan Vander Werf for the nev nursery....In an
effort to promate cordia welcoming of visitors, colored
bulletins are to be gven them Members of the congre-
gation are asked to make a ecid effort to greet any-
oneyou may observe as avisitor inour church.




In the Library—Book Reviews by Ervie K lungel

MERCY ME by Margaret A. Graham, Fleming H.
Revell, Grand Rapids, M1, 2003, 214 pp.

Several weeks ago | was handed two books written by
Margaret A. Graham. T he cover artwork is hilarious and
more than enough to make a pe'son want to delve into
the book’s story. Esmeralda is our main character. She
is past middle age, a member of one of the village
churches, very adive in the Willing Workers Sunday
school class, and almost too curious about the goings on
around her.

She is big hearted and comes to defend many types of
folk even if it means coming down on he friends in the
Willing Workers class. They all are very opinionaed
and she has some interesting solutionsto share. Much of
her reverie comes to the reader in ldters to hea friend
Beatrice. She doesn’t mince her advice to Bedrice ei-
ther.

Many modern problems arise in this novel. Esmeralda
observes the goings on of a young man who doesn't
seem to be up to any good. She finds work for an older
man who isn’'t consdered to be the “right” oolor, and
then therés the young woman who lives in an aban-
doned train car. She comes to grips with AID S gossp,
and discoveries in her own personality. None-the-less,

MERCY isabounding and catching!

GOOD HEAVENS by Margaret A. Graham, Fleming
H. Revell, Grand Rapids, MI, 2004, 315 pp.

Here we have more about our friend Esmeraldal The
story begins with areal dilemmafor her — achallenge to
be the housemother & a home for young ladies with
many problems. However, accepting the job enables our
heroine to solve afew problems for herself and her pas-
tor. She finds another challenge in working with the di-
rector of the home. We learn tha only with more
“Mercy” can mog problems be solved, or ledto go down
theright path.

Remember Esmeralda comes from a rahe shelteed
small town and is how seeing women who have come
from abuse, the use of drugs, promiscuous living, and so
on.

You will laugh and cry asthe events occur. Esmeralda is
also very clever in extending the budget money far be-
yond what any young “ whipper snappers’ could imagine.
Of course she also dipsinto her own funds a hit.

She continues her advice and revelations through the let-
tersto Beatrice, who hasfound the love of her life. Will

Esmeraldafind it too?

These sories reminded
me a bit of the whole-
someness in the Jan
Karon books about the
village in England.
These take place in
Suth  Carolina. And
back to the covers— one
finds a donkey’shead in
front of a church build-
ing in MERCY ME,
and a red-necked turkey
gobbler in the front of
the halfway house in
GOOD HEAVENS!
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FAMILY FOCUS by Winerva Klungel

It maybe thirty years ago or moretha | heard about
Gerad and Johanna van Belle. My neighbor lady,
Ginnie Fisher, and | often chated together over coffee,
and she told me about this professor coming from Flor-
ida to work with he husband Lloyd Fisher at the UW. |
guess Professor van Belle was coming for one or two

years to work with Lloyd in the Bio-gtatigics depart-
ment. She talked about finding a home for them to rent
on 105", Then one day she cameto mefor informaion.
“This professor and his wife are interested in a Chrigtian
Shool. | have gone to vist Wason Groen down the
road and have talked with the principal, but | thought
you might give a less biased opinion.” | denied tha
since I'd spent many yeas as teacher & Wason Groen
Chrigtian. Time went by and the summer was upon us. |
asked when the van Belles were arriving, and she ex-
pected them soon. One Sunday morning, | me this new
family, the van Belles, at church. | found it rather inter-
esing tha | me up with them before she did and | an-
nounced it to Ginnie tha Sunday afternoon.

Needless to say the van Belles are gill here and live
just afew doors down the street from us. T heir children
dovetail somewhat with oursand over the years became
good friends.

Both Gerald and Johanna were born in the Nether-
lands. Both immigrated to Canada with their parentsand
shlings. The van Belle family, Dad, Mom, and four
sons, came to the Toronto area in 1949. The Praamsma
family came in 1958 when Father Praamsma accepted a
call to be pastor in Toronto. T he children — 3 sonsand 3
daughters — were in various stages of schooling but all
agreed to come along. The oldest son finished the year
at the seminary and joined the family.

Gerald and Johanna attended the same church; her
brother was Gerald's good friend and they were in the
same groups at church, so . . . They were married in
1963. Gerald was ill in school, but Johanna already
had her medical degree. Gerald found that to be good!
Gerald fell into the area of gaigtics, not so much as a
caling or special choice, but because he worked for
someone in tha field and tha seemed to be open for
him. He got his PhD in 1967 and headed for Florida
Sate and his first full time job. Seven years later he
thought it was time for a sabbatical. Lloyd Fisher me
him in Forida and invited Gerald to Washington, and
said he would be paid. This made it easer because the
van Belles were not obligated to return to Florida. After
three monthsin Seattle, they knew they would stay here.
The biggest drawing cards were the Chrigian school
and our church. Of course both of them have/had raher
good jobs at the university.

Now both have been chosen to serve on the council.
Gerald has been an elder in Toronto and thisishisthird
time in our church. He also has served several times on
the Chrigian school board. He feels it is an exciting
timeto be onthe council because of the misson of the
church. He enjoys vidting folks and helping many cope
with change. Johanna is deacon for the first time and
looks forward to being available for people with needs.
She already practicesthisin her role asa Sephen’smin-
iser. Both van Belle' s have been the driving force in the
ALPHA program, which fitsin with their roles on coun-
cil, also.

It aimogt seemed ludicrous to ask what they like to
do in their spare time, because they seem very busy.
They like games — especially those having to do with
wordsl They travel whenever they can or oftener. Ge-
rald travels as member of some 8-10 national commit-
tees. I’'m amazed at how well he seems to deal with the
jet lag. At times Johanna goes along if they can fit in a
side trip to relaives or friends. They’ve spent summers




in different areas of our country and of the world. A few
of these have been with the dildren before they went
their own ways.

They had four children when they arrived in Seattle.
All were enrolled a8 Watson Groen Chrigtian School.
Son Louis came aong a hit laer. Now, only son Will
livesin this area. Their oldest daughter Loeske livesin
Leavenworth with her family, Gerard is in California,
Chrigtine in Oregon, and Louis in lllinois. They have
fun traveling just to vidt the children. They have sx
grandchildren. They find the mod relaxing place for
vacationisthe Oregon Coagt.

Ancther great adivity at their house is reading. We
spent a long time talking about books and hardly
scratched the surface. At the moment, Gerald favors the
author Peer Kreeft for hisindght intotheology. A book
we should all read by Kreeft is Chrigtianity for Modern
Pagans. Geraldthinksall of Peter Kreeft' s books should
be in our church library. Johanna sayssheisn’t into such
depth in her reading. She enjoys relaxing with the works
of Jan Karon. Gerald admitted enjoying those too. Susan
Howatch’s Glittering Images was also enjoyed. This
book and others were written &ter the author became a
Chrigtian.

| didn’t pick up much trivia from the van Belles.
Daniel is Johanna's favorite Bible character because he
stood up for his beliefs — not easy for many of us to do.

Gerald chose Barnabas because he represents encour-
agement, something we all need to practice more. Snce
they feel they don’t have great background in US his-
tory, they laughed when | asked about their favorite
American historical figure. Gerald did answer with
Harry Truman because he was such a down to earth guy
and the last of thetrue leaders.

One of the great characteistics | find about the van
Belles is their open house. One always feels very wel-
come and comfortable there. They can talk with one
about anything and they have a multitude of gifts. God
blessthem intheir rolesin church leadership!

Citizenghip

If the pegple have nat vision, they shdl surely per-
ish. No man has aright to live who has nat in his soul
the power to die nobly for agreat cause. Le ahor-
rence be for those who wage warton or wicked wars,
who with ruthless violence oppress the upright and the
unoffending. Pay dl honor to the preachers of peace
who put righteousness abovepeace. But shame on the
creatures who would teach our pexple that it is any-
thing but base to be unready and unable to defend
right, even & need by the demness of al tegs, thetest
of righteous war, war waged by a high-couraged peo-
plewith souls atuned to the demands of a lofty ided.
Have these professiona pacifists log every qudity of
manhood? Arethey ignorant of the very meaning of

nobility of Soul?
—Theodore Roosevelt

And cantheliberties of anaion bethought secure
whenwe haveremoved their only firmbasis, aconvic-
tion intheminds of thepeple that these liberties are

the gift of God?

—Thomas Jefferson




