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  In the Northw est, 2-4 inches of 
snow has a name, “The Snow 
Event.”  The city shuts down, bus-
ses abandon their passengers, 
people leave their cars, and a nor-
mal one hour commute could take 
as long as six hours or more.   The 
“Snow  Event” struck us hard on a 
Monday evening w hile the Sea-
haw ks beat the Packers in Qwest 
Field.  It w as a night of chaos that 
people still talk about.  

  The next day how ever, was a 
Norman Rockw ell picture come to 
life in our neighborhood park. Kids 
and parents alike w ere seen hav-
ing fun sledding dow n the hills and 
drinking cups of hot chocolate. The 
sounds of laughter and complete 
joy f illed the park.  

  For a year now, we have lived in 
Seattle w orking tow ards starting a 
new  church.  It has been a year 
f illed w ith complete chaos and 
complete joy. 

  We live in a community w here 
people f ind spiritual comfort and 
wisdom from New  Age, Buddhism, 
Wicca, and Atheism.  We live in a 
community w here the institutional 
church is dying and seen as irrele-
vant.   

  Most of the people w e meet  are 
spiritual and open to the ”w hatever 
works for you”  religion.  The 
space we were hoping to hold our 
Sunday services is being used by 
a group of people called, The 
Gypsy Nation.   

  Yes, the chaos of our world is 
overwhelming.  Many tears are 

shed, many prayers prayed, and 
many questions are asked as we 
seek God in the midst of it all. 

  Yet, we are learning that as diff icult 
as it is to enter into the chaos of our 
world, this is where the church is 
meant to be.  Instead of feeling 
threatened by those who believe dif-
ferently than we do, we are entering 
into conversations with them.   

  Through book club discussions, 
community council meetings, play 
dates, and more w e are sharing life 
with those w ho are different from us, 
adding value to communit ies, and 
simply being the voice of Jesus.  

  We are f inding complete joy in be-
ing the church, and bringing the 
presence of Jesus into the cracks 
and crevices of society.  The Spirit of 
God is already at work in our com-
munity, w e simply have the opportu-
nity to join in the w ork and give testi-
mony . 

  Christmas is about Jesus coming 
into the midst of chaos to bring joy.  
As you allow  this joy to enter into the 
chaos of your lives, may it radiate 
out of you into a chaotic world.    

     The House 
The Snow Event 

To be and make disciples of Jesus Christ in authent ic community for the good of the world. 

The Turnbull’s 

9233 49th Ave NE 

Seattle, WA 98115 

 

Barrier 
Busters 

In order to 
make the Mission in Seattle 
possible we are depending on 
people like you to break down 
the financial barriers.  This 
year we have a faith goal of 
raising $30,000.  All dona-
tions will receive a tax deduc-
tion and go directly to the 
work of The House. 

So far, $17,964.11 has been 
raised to reach this goal. 

Thank-you for making 
this possible!!!! 

If you would like to support 
The House financially please 
make contributions out to:   

1st CRC of Seattle and mail to: 

1st CRC of Seattle                               
Attn: The Turnbull’s                                    
14555 25th Ave. NE                         
Shoreline, WA 98155 
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Attn: The Turnbull’s                                    

December Prayer Newsletter 

“My house will be called a house of prayer for all n ations.” Isaiah 56:7 

 

�Thank-you for joining us on this journey in prayer.   Our desire is that “The House” will 
be a house of prayer.  Please pray with us for the following. 

�

· We have a vision of many faith communities forming around the city.  We have a dream of people being released into 
their communities to serve on city councils, volunteer for city needs, and add value to their communities in any way 
they can all in the name of Jesus.  We believe that the gospel of Jesus Christ is incarnational, and must be lived out in 
all of life.  Pray for this vision and dream to continue taking shape. 

 

· Pray for Brian as he takes on an active role on the Wedgwood Community Council.  One of his main responsibilities will 
be to co-lead the Summer Family Film Night.   

 

· Pray for Betsy and the opportunities she has in serving on the Advisory Council for the Ravenna Community Center.  
She may also have a new leadership opportunity at the Community Center in leading the teens. 

 

· Pray for the prayer group that meets monthly in Ravenna.  This group of women who meet are very involved in the Ra-

venna Community and in their specific neighborhoods.  The prayers prayed at this meeting are specifically for the Ra-
venna/Wedgwood Communities. 

 

· Pray for our friends from Michigan who are praying and preparing to take steps to move to Seattle to begin a coffee 
house in conjunction with The House. 

 

· Pray for the group, The Gypsy Nation that is meeting in the Community Center on Sundays.  Pray that something will 
happen to disperse this group, or cause them to seek deeper spiritual truth. 

 

·  We are experiencing so many different paradigm shifts when it comes to thinking about the church.  Pray that we stay 

attentive to what the Sprit is doing so that we can make wise choices, and be effective in Kingdom work. 

 

· Pray that our Sunday evening gathering continues to grow in depth.  Pray for wisdom as we provide leadership to this 
gathering.  Pray that a new space might become available as our numbers grow. 

 

· Pray for the party we are hosting on December 28 for our neighbors.  Pray that this will be a great way for us to begin 
building community in our neighborhood. 

 

· Each day we begin our day with prayer asking God to give us eyes to see, ears to hear, feet to walk the path, and cour-
age to know when and when not to speak.  Our job right now is all about meeting people and having significant conver-
sations.  Pray for many divine connections throughout each of our days. 

 

· Pray for our physical, emotional, and spiritual needs as individuals and as a family.  These are the first areas to be at-
tacked by the evil one.  We need to be covered in prayer on many different levels.�



��

�

THE ELEVATOR 
Or Learning English The Hard Way. 

We were sitting by the table in Mrs. Munekie's 
kitchen; we had rented the kitchen, a small pantry, 
and a upstairs bedroom. Mrs. Munekie lived by herself 
in the frontpart of this old farm house. She was a dia-
betic, and I gave her a shot of insulin every morning, 
which was our rent payment. Since neither of us had 
much money, it was a good arrangement all around. 

We were new immigrants from Holland, new to 
the American way of life, and especially to that of 
New Holland, South Dakota. 

Tryni was reading, "Gone with the Wind" by Mar-
garet Mitchell with the help of a English-Dutch dic-
tionary. She was about one-third into the book, and I 
noticed, she wasn’t using the dictionary as frequently 
as a few weeks ago. At first, she had to lookup every 
word, which surely kills the joy of reading. She was, 
however, determined to learn to read this new and 
strange language as soon as possible; not be able to 
read was unbearable to her. 

I was looking through some old Life and Look 
magazines; I would locate pictorial advertising and 
then try to figure out the meaning of the lofty words 
and phrases. 

Automobile ads were the easiest; I knew by now 
words like "Beautiful" "Dependable" "Comfortable" 
and "Classic"; all car ads used these words a lot. 

Furniture ads caused more difficulties; reclining 
chairs, had me stumped for a while. Vitamin and 
Shampoo advertisements were by far the most frus-
trating; even my dictionaries were sometimes incapa-
ble of illuminating the promising words used in these 
ads. 

When Tryni poured our evening coffee, I said to 
her "Tony Zijlstra asked me to shingle an Elevator" 
Tony was the local carpenter.  She looked at me and 
said, "What is an Elevator?” "I told her that I had no 
idea.” Besides that, I did not know what a shingle was 
either.  “Did you look it up?" she asked. "I told her 
that as far as I could figure out, an elevator is ‘a mov-
ing platform or cage for conveying goods’ and shin-
gles are either small sign-boards, short hair-cuts, thin 
pieces of wood, or a skin-disease.” 

Tryni looked at me, smiled a little, and said 
"Well, you have plenty of choice; this is going to be 
interesting." I told her, I had taken the job, remember-
ing the advice I received from the old Dutch immi-
grant who had traveled with us on the boat coming 
over. He had been on a visit to Holland, and we 
talked from time to time. I had all kinds of questions, 
and he was very helpful. One time he said to me "The 
best advise I can give you is to always say, yes, if 
someone asks if you can do this, or that. You will find 
out, that you will be able to get the job done, one way  
or another." 

Tony picked me up the following morning. He 
talked in his, to my ears, strong and old fashion Dutch 
about corn and cows, pigs and chickens and rain, or 
the lack of it. 

When we came close to Corsica, where this job 
was to be done, I began to ask some questions; very 
carefully. At first, he did not suspect anything but af-
ter some probing on my part he began to realize my  
total ignorance regarding the job. He slowed the truck 
down a little, looked at me with some wonderment, 
and said "’Potverdorie’ (for Pete's sake,) don't you 
know what a Elevator is?" After I confessed that shin-
gles where also a mystery to me, he slowed the truck 
down to a stop and said "potverdorie" again. I then 
began to sell myself and my willingness to learn and 
asked, "Could you show me just a little bit?" He 
looked at me, smiled, and said "You have a lot of guts, 
but you are in for a surprise." 

(See Devotional on page 5) 
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Mins Reinsma 
The Elevator 
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When we drove into Corsica he stopped the truck 
in front of a very large and very tall red wooden build-
ing. He said "Would you look up a minute? This is a 
grain elevator."  I looked up, and said "Potverdorie!" 
Tony then explained the work to be done. When I 
asked him to go with me to the roof in order to show 
me more in detail, he said "Ten Feet is all I goes" He 
then laid out some boards on terra firma, found some 
shingles, and gave me instructions. 

Tony picked me up every day, at which time I had 
a chance to ask questions about some detail. I tried in 
vain to have him go up with me, but even my most 
vivid descriptions regarding the view from "up there" 
did not add an inch to his ten foot limit. 

It took me five days of hard work, in which I many 
times, questioned the wisdom of my advisor on the 
boat. I sang a lot; for some reason, often: 

Daar ruist langs de wolken, een lieflijke naam; 
 Die Hemel en aarde vereenigt te saam. 

(Among the clouds there is this Name;             
That makes the earth and Heaven the same). 

When the work was finished I asked Tony who 
was going to inspect the job. He said "Only the Lord 
and you will ever see it." 

He paid me on our last trip home; seventy-five 
dollars was a lot of money for me. I was very happy to 
have finished the job. Besides, I had learned to shin-
gle and discovered the meaning of some new English 
words. When I asked him, why he had contracted the 
job, with his fear of height and all, he said "Well I' ll 
tell you, when I immigrated, some forty years ago, 
there was an old man on the boat, and he said…. 

 
  

(Devotional continued from page 4) 

A few months before I was born, my Dad met a 
stranger who was new to our small Tennessee town. 
From the beginning, Dad was fascinated with this en-
chanting newcomer and soon invited him to live with 
our family.  The stranger was quickly accepted and 
was around to welcome me into the world a few 
months later. As I grew up, I never questioned his 
place in my family.  In my young mind,, he had a spe-
cial niche. My parents were primary instructors: Mom 
taught me the word of God, and Dad taught me to 
obey it. But the stranger? He was our storyteller.  He 
would keep us spellbound for hours on end with ad-
ventures, mysteries and comedies. If I wanted to 
know any-thing about politics, history or science, he 
always knew the answers about the past, understood 
the present and even seemed able to predict the future.  
He took my family to the first major league ball 
game. He made me laugh, and he made me cry. The 
stranger never stopped talking, but Dad didn't seem to 
mind.  

 
Sometimes, Mom would get up quietly while the rest 

of us were shushing each other to listen to what he had 
to say, and she would go to her room and read her 
books. (I wonder now if she ever prayed for the 
stranger to leave.)   Dad ruled our household with cer-
tain moral convictions, but the stranger never felt ob-
ligated to honor them. Profanity, for example, was not 
allowed in our home... not from us, our friends or any 
visitors. Our long-time visitor, however, got away 
with four-letter words that burned my ears and made 
my dad squirm and my mother blush. My Dad was a 
teetotaler who didn't permit alcohol in the home, not 
even for cooking. But the stranger encouraged us to 
try it on a regular basis. He made cigarettes look cool, 
cigars manly and pipes distinguished. He talked freely 
(much too freely!) about sex. His comments were 
sometimes blatant, sometimes suggestive, and gener-
ally embarrassing. I now know that my early concepts 
about relationships were influenced strongly by the 
stranger. Time after time, he opposed the values of my 
parents, yet he was seldom rebuked... and NEVER 
asked to leave. 

More than fifty years have passed since the 
stranger moved in with our family. He has blended 
right in and is not nearly as fascinating as he was at  
first. Still, if you were to walk into my parent's den 
today you would still find him sitting over in his 
corner, waiting for someone to listen to him talk 
and watch him draw his pictures. His name? 

 

…………………..……………We just call him TV. 

A Stranger in Town 
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SA Gestig, where the Belhar Confession 
was adopted in September 1986���



8�

�

Watoto Childrens 
Choir 
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Not far from our church is a State program, Fir-
crest School that serves adults with developmental 
disabilities. It has a current population of 178 resi-
dents. In 1990 it had a population of 489 residents. 
Fircrest has been in the process of downsizing, 
following a national trend of closing large, state in-
stitutions for people with significant developmental 
disabilities. We have learned that people with de-
velopmental disabilities can live in their own 
homes, apartments with supportive services. Our 
son Philip, for instance, rents a home from Park-
view Services. He shares a three bedroom home 
with two other adults with developmental disabili-
ties. The home is provided with 24 hour staffing by 
the Volunteers of America - Greater Residential 
Options. 

Fircrest School provides valuable services to the 
community. One of 
these services is 
their Dental/Medical 
Clinic. On a limited 
basis the clinic will 
serve people with 
developmental dis-
abilities who live in 
community place-
ments. Due to 
Philip's aversion in 
seeing doctors and 
dentists, we have 
taken Philip to Fir-
crest for dental 
check ups and 
blood draws. Philip, 
after a slight seda-
tion, is placed in a papoose board. His hands and 
feet are strapped and head secured. The dentist is 
able to poke around Philip's mouth, clean his teeth 
and even cut his toenails. That is real service! 

Another service Fircrest provides is their swim-
ming pool which is open to the public. Actually, Fir-
crest have two swimming pools. A full size one 
and a smaller very warm shallow water pool with a 
Jacuzzi at one end. Philip loves this pool. So do I! 

Good for my arthritis. Philip tries to get in this warm 
water pool first. However, I head him off as I want 
him to swim laps with me in the larger pool. Philip 
can swim in deep water (dog paddle, does sum-
mersaults) but needs focus to swim in his lane. He 
has a swim instructor, Rachid Romdane. Rachid is 
excellent with Philip. He guides Philip back and 
forth for 14 laps. Once completed, Philip knows his 
reward is playtime in the warm water pool. On the 
14th lap he makes a mad dash to that pool. This is a 
weekly Friday afternoon event for Philip and I. (Call 
Fircrest at the following phone number for their 
public swim hours: (206) 361-3655.). This swim-
ming pool is the best kept secret in Shoreline. 

Fircrest, besides providing the on-going residential 
services, serves the community by providing short 
term crisis placements. This has been a very valu-
able service. An extensive evaluation is provided 

to the person with 
the disability and 
determination is 
made for the 
most appropriate 
b e h a v -
iora l /treatm ent 
plan. As a volun-
teer, I serve on 
the Fircrest Hu-
man Rights Com-
mittee, which re-
views the plan of 
the residents, as-
suring that their 
human rights are 
protected. I also 
will visit residents 

in their living units at Fircrest, to observe and note 
the quality of their daily living. Are their rights to 
choice of foods, clothes, privacy, etc. protected? 
This population of people can be quite vulnerable 
to abuse, inappropriate care. I provide a report 
back to the Human Rights Committee. From my 
perspective, Fircrest School provides excellent, 
quality services to some challenging people. 

Harriet and I are thankful to God that Philip can 

Disability Concerns—Fircrest School 
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ture I took of them.  I was also given a gift of chocolate 
from Val’s aunt, Sister Gabrielle Mason (the poet 
whose poem I quoted earlier).  Later in the day around 
6pm we all went to Grenville to lime a bit.  Grenville is 
a popular place the night before Christmas and there 
must have been several thousand people there.  Of 
course I was the lone white face among the masses, and 
yet I wasn’t feeling all so different as I am now becom-
ing very accustomed to living here.  I was glad to see 
many familiar faces and had a chance to lime with a 
bunch of different people I have been meeting since 
being here.  Grenville was definitely happening on 
Christmas Eve, every store was open much later, people 
were rushing all around buying last minute or all their 
gifts.  There was loud music playing from every store, 
club and street corner.  The whole town was dressed in 
lights and flags and the smell of grilled meat hung 
heavy over our heads.  It was truly festive feeling and 
the joy of Christmas was definitely felt.  After a few 
hours of liming with friends, I caught up with my host 
family and went back home around 9pm.  Normally I 
would have gone straight to bed, however there was a 
midnight mass scheduled and I planned on attending it 
with my host family.  I spent the next few hours calling 
my family back home, working on a Christmas puzzle 
and reading until it was time to go to mass.   
The Catholic Church had been cleaned and decorated 
and was lit by candlelight, giving it a warm inviting 
glow.  As we entered the choir was singing Christmas 
carols.  It was an enjoyable mass, though it lasted 
nearly three hours.  After mass I was definitely ready 
for bed and was glad to finally lie down around 3am.  
On Christmas morning, instead of waking up to the 
sweet smell of my mom’s signature Christmas break-
fast, I opened my eyes and realized I was on an island 
far away from the warmth of my mom’s dining room.  
It was a little disappointing to be so far away, but I was 
very glad to have a wonderful host family living above 
me who had invited me up for Christmas day.  I spent 
the morning working on my puzzle and thinking of my 
family.  I did call my family again, and though sepa-
rated by miles of ocean, felt close and connected even if 
only through the telephone lines.  In the afternoon my 
host brother knocked on my door to let me know that 
the Christmas meal was ready.  I went upstairs and was 
impressed by the decor of the house.  As I have men-
tioned earlier, during the Christmas season Grenadians 
spend a great deal of time preparing their house for the 
coming of the King.  Val had changed the curtains, the 
furniture, the wall hangings and had bought all sorts of 

(See Peace Corps on page 10) 


 � 	 � � � � � � �� � �� 	 � � � � � ���
(If you haven't already, be sure to read the excerpted 
portion of my December 4 journal entry to get an idea 
of the Christmas season preparations in Grenada.  Also, 
I should mention that Grenada has its own Christmas 
music, a variety of Parang and Soca hits play repeat-
edly on the airwaves.  It is very up-beat and often hi-
larious.  There is also a significant amount of decora-
tions from the buses to the houses, making it very fes-

tive feeling!) 
Christmas in Grenada.....On Christmas Eve I attended 
church in the morning with my host family.  After 
church I spent time cleaning my house and getting 
things in order for Christmas day.  I also exchanged 
gifts with Wayne and Val, my host family.  They gave 
me a very nice and much needed stainless steel pot for 
stewing chicken.  For them I had framed a recent pic-

The Peace Corps Jordan Longacre 
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new plants.  The house looked incredible and definitely 
boasted of Christmas spirit.  I was also struck by the 
amount of food she had prepared.  There was lamb, 
chicken, pork, split peas, rice, pumpkin with tripe, 
green salad, cabbage salad, provisions of all kinds, po-
tatoes and calliloo.  For drinks she had wine, rum, gin-
ger beer and sorrel (a special drink brewed from flow-
ers).  As if that wasn’t enough, Val had also made an 
assortment of fruit cakes and other sweet breads.  It was 
truly a feast to behold.  I was most impressed to learn 
that all of the food and most of the drink had been made 
with foods from her own land.  As we started to pile our 
plates with food, more family joined us, filling the 
house with joyful chattering.  It was an enjoyable meal 

and I felt so wel-
comed by the fam-
ily.  In contrast to the 
American Christmas, 
I noticed that gifts 
were a very insignifi-
cant thing.  Val had 
gotten a few small 
gifts for people, but 
there was no formal 
gift exchange, and 
most noticeable was 
the lack of a Christ-
mas tree with gifts 
piled under it.  The 
whole evening was 
spent enjoying the 
great food and each 
others company.  
After an enjoyable 
meal and meeting the 

family, I went to bed early and called it a night. 
The following day, known as Boxing Day (no one here 
knows what that means including myself), we hung 
around the house and ate leftovers.  Later in the evening 
we hopped in the car to go and visit other family.  I was 
so fortunate to be a part of it all and met some really 
wonderful extended family.  We spent the whole night 
going from house to house, liming with various family 
members.  It was at the last stop that things got a little 
interesting.  I was liming on the veranda with the family 
when suddenly I hear a drunken voice calling my name 
repeatedly.  I looked to see a young guy stumbling to-
wards me calling my name.  It was one of the guys I 
had happened to briefly meet in the car park earlier in 
the week.  I was suddenly feeling a bit singled out and 

(Peace Corps continued from page 9) nervous of how this would play out.  To my embarrass-
ment he came right up to the veranda and began talking 
loudly to everyone there.  He was intoxicated and was-
n’t hiding it very well.  He introduced himself several 
times and kept telling everyone that we had met in the 
car park.  I had hoped it might end quickly, however it 
lasted a good hour.  He had his story and wanted to 
make sure everyone knew it, “this is Jordan, Jordan Jor-
dan Jordan, we met in the car park, we met in the car 
park, the car park, he is a volunteer and is working in 
constructional departments, Jordan Jordan Jordan, we 
met in the car park…”  Although I was embarrassed the 
first few tellings of the story, eventually everyone be-
gan to laugh and got quite a kick out of asking him 
questions regarding his story.  It took a lot of persuad-
ing, but eventually I was able to direct him back home.  
It became the joke the rest of the night and the story 
was repeated again and again.  In the end I too was 
laughing, though still somewhat embarrassed at being 
single out in front of my host family.  After a truly en-
joyable evening of visiting family members, we finally 
headed back home. 
Overall Christmas was enjoyable here in Grenada.  I did 
miss my family tremendously, however felt very 
blessed to have spent Christmas with such a wonderful 
Grenadian family.  It was a different experience as I 
wasn’t all bundled up in warm clothes and wasn’t with 
my family, and yet I very much enjoyed the time spent 
with my host family.  The one thing that did make it 
feel somewhat like a regular Seattle Christmas was the 
cooler winds and the torrential rains that happened to 
pass through during the few days of celebration.  The 
sun has returned though and it is once again very warm 
here and I do have a wonderful memory of Christmas in 
Grenada. 

Excerpt from December 4 Journal: 
In preparation for the King, it is custom at the end 
of November to focus on getting the house and yard into 
top shape.  This includes a flurry of activities such as: 
“trimming” (um…..butchering anyone?) the entire yard, 
planting various new plants and bushes in the yard, re-
painting the outside and sometimes the inside of the house, 
purchasing new furniture and home decorations, recover-
ing the couches, hanging new curtains and cleaning every 
surface throughout the house to give it a fresh new feel-
ing.  It truly is something to behold, and not at all some-
thing I would have expected.� 

 

Editors note: 

Make sure you check out Jordan’s journal on line at: 
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come too, and rarely are they given something without the 
opportunity to work for the food. Other t imes it is a matter 
of necessity that food or medicines are given to those in 
need. 

Babies need special recognit ion too when they are 
named for you. Already Herb might be in a quandary be-
cause two babies are named Herb. Martha worries about 
who will come running when Herb is called! 

 I could go on with those stories, which may or may 
not have direct connection with Jesus Industrial School. I 
do believe they have a great deal of connection with bring-
ing the love of Christ to a hungry world! 

 
 So what are some of the things needing to be done 

before the school can begin? Herb has been working on 
policies, supervising workers to complete the bathrooms 
and in other ways. Martha has been sewing curtains from a 
heavy material to cover windows so passers by cannot be 
tempted to take the supplies and equipment they can see. 
(If you want to know size and number of curtains look on 
the web site.) Both have been making numerous trips to 
Bissau to complete papers in an acceptable manner so the 
container’s contents will be released to Canchungo. Both 
are also renewing their alien status, looking into obtaining 
drivers’ license, gett ing their e-mail correspondence, look-
ing for sewing machines, and on and on. 

 This t ime in GB they hear of and visited an industrial 

school (CIFAP) in the capital. The Catholic Church began 
CIFAP in 1995. Herb and Martha, along with Joel 
Mendez, were graciously received and obtained good ad-
vice and information. It  has been difficult to determine a 
pay scale for our instructors. From visit ing here and with 
the teachers in the elementary Christ ian school in Can-
chungo, our missionaries have gotten some insights. 

 They face the usual problems of environment – bugs 
that love to visit Martha in bed, temperatures, which were 

(See Flame on page 12) 

·  
Greetings from the Board of FLAME 
 
 We bring best wishes also from your missionaries, 

Herb and Martha, who always want to send greetings in 
the name of Christ. 

 
 I was reading what had been in the November COM-

MUNICATOR and believe the first several paragraphs 
didn’t get to you because the narrative seems to begin in 
the middle of things. Well, let me tell you I have just too 
much information to tell you all that we have heard in the 
last couple months. Wow! Today (Jan. 16) I reviewed 
some 50 pages of their journals from early November to 
the end of the year. I will try to summarize a few things 
for you. 

 They are accomplishing a lot – at least we see this in 
their regular reports to the board. Yet they sense they 
don’t accomplish many activit ies that need doing before 
the beginning of the school. Let me relate why. 

“Dr.Martha” is busy with the neighborhood sores. 
Every young boy who scraps his knee comes either with 
his mother or a friend or by himself to ask for a bandage. 
No, it  is not as simple as that. Many come with infections 
that need cleaning, ointment, bandages, and prayer. This 
is like a whole ministry in itself. I wonder if some nurse 
should volunteer to go to Guinea Bissau for a year 
(Martha has mentioned this too). 

Herb is busy each evening writ ing the journals. But 
many t imes he is visited by some of the cutest children in 
Canchungo. At first he may desire to hide but they play 
games – his and theirs. They leave refreshed, I’m sure, 
and Herb still gets his work done on the journals.  

One young man  comes especially often for food. He 
is usually will ing to work for it  because his family has 
litt le or nothing. There are t imes he is fussy about what he 
hungers for – typical youngster! Others of the neighbors 
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high (above 90’s) when they arrived, and when they had 
acclimated to that early in December, the winter tempera-
tures (60’s and 70’s) arrived. However, the cooler tem-

peratures did make it easier to work throughout the day. 
Martha hurriedly made some comfortable shorts for Herb 
and a week later he clothed himself in layers! Herb en-
countered his first live snake – a neighbor came to his 
rescue. While swimming a couple schools of fish rose 
from the water – that is done when a larger creature is 
after them. Herb and Martha hurried out of the water and 
now wonder if they or some other creature would be clas-
sified as the “BIG ONE”! In contrast, they are absolutely 
thrilled with the lovely sunrises. God’s beauty is every-
where! 

 
 Holidays can be very different in a culture far from 

home. The family gatherings are missed the most. Guinea 
Bissau, of course, is not acquainted with the celebration 
of Thanksgiving. Christmas is celebrated by their Chris-
t ian friends and in the church, but the 
decorations and general celebration 
is missing and it seems that work 
goes on as usual. Herb and Martha 
do enjoy t ime with the Christ ian 
teachers from Brazil. It has become 
tradit ion to spend Christmas Eve 
with Elvina and Ruthie. The TV did 
bring a bit of America to them and 
Martha’s brownies were a big hit. On 
Christmas Day the Reynolds called 
family members until the phone 
cards ran out. The calls were great, 

(Flame continued from page 11) 

<��!�	�
��	���	���� ������ �����������&�

but it  isn’t like being with family. 
 
 People aren’t always easy to work with; in fact some-

times we are downright disappointing! It has come to 
light that one who has worked several years with our mis-
sionaries has betrayed their trust. He has resigned and a 
temporary replacement has been found – a young man 
who has been learning many aspects of the ministry for 
months. Good reports have been voiced concerning Joel 
Mendez and he needs our prayers and support. The 
person who resigned also needs our prayers for his life 
has had many turns and twists. And we must acknowledge 
that he did use several of his talents in helping us in 
Guinea Bissau. 

 Some of the employees seem to test our missionaries’ 
patience by coming to ask for advances in salary or extra 
money, or with doubts that they have been not paid 
enough, and so on. These all have to be treated with 
Christ ian charity and wisdom. According to the reports 
received, they have done well! Now another course to 
teach comes to mind. These folks may profit  with a 
course in money management. However, their culture is a 
problem too, for it  seems that even if they have a job – as 
teacher, doctor, soldier, etc. – they may not get paid! 

 
 Let’s rejoice for a paragraph or two! 
In the three months Herb and Martha have been away, 

their health has not given them much trouble. Yes, Martha 
did have a cold, which kept her down more than she 
would like. She missed church a few times . . . but that 
might have happened in the states too. Herb suffered a 
minor one-day malady. Pray that their health may re-
main strong and bring them back safely in March. 

Someone was able to get cement at a good price, and 
the bricks have been made for the security wall. Martha 
labeled the sewing machines made in China as junk, but 
some made in Japan are available (We hope on t ime for 

(See Flame on page 13) 

We are called by God to be channels of His Love, messengers of His Word, and instruments of the 

Holy Spirit to bring the people of Africa into the fellowship of Christ and His Church. 
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the class!) even though they are more expensive. A sewing 
instructor has been found and she sounds like an answer to 
prayer. Though Francesca Co Gomes lives in the capital, 
she is will ing to come to teach in Canchungo during the 

week. She is a Christ ian and has taught sewing one on one. 
 Evidently the roads near the Reynolds’ home and in 

the entire neighborhood are a mess of potholes. Last year 
Martha got a group of neighbors to work on the road. She 
did it  again this year and promised them bread and juice 
for breakfast. The large container of juice was a struggle 
for our two missionaries to carry. So . . . a woman from 
nearby comes to their rescue, puts the container on her 
head, and walks it  easily to its destination! There are some 
things about that culture we can’t beat! Right? 

 It  took forever to get the contents from the container 
to Canchungo. Each of the 3 or 4 t imes the papers was 
submitted, something was wrong. How frustrating! Now 
the port wants an extra $800 or more to release the jeep 
from the container. As Dale, a board member who has 
been there, says, “They need that for transportation!”  

Pray for funds and for release! 
 
 The bricks are drying in the sun and want to be put 

into a security wall by the end of January, BUT. . . the 
Canchungo government has come by asking for some of 
the school’s property for roads. These plans seem to be pie 
in the sky for a “city”, which doesn’t even know how to 
repair the roads it has! The king who gave them the land 
(We paid over $400 for the paper work) seems to be on the 
side of our missionaries because he sees what we are do-
ing for the children of his kingdom.  

Pray that this may come to a wonderful conclusion! 
 
 Finances seem to be at a rather low ebb. Hundreds of 

dollars are needed each month to pay employees and take 

(Flame continued from page 12) care of the supplies for a school. The early part of the year 
is not always very fruitful. May you dig deep to give!  
Pray that the good news of Jesus Industrial School may 
reach out farther than the CRC of Seatt le.  
 
·  Pray that students may come to JIS! And that the 

school may open this month with TWO classes – sew-
ing and mechanics! 

 
·  Pray that the employees may reflect Christ in their 

work – as janitors, teachers, guards, and administra-
tors.  

 
·  Pray for our missionaries now and for God to touch 

others to take their place or work along side. 
 
 As you read through this again, you will see many 

ways in which you can pray. But most of all, we pray as 
one that God may be glorified and His Kingdom may 
come! 

 
 Submitted by Winerva Klungel, Sec. 
 
 More information can be gleaned from our website: 

http//www.flameministry.org 
 
 We thank you for the gifts given through the offerings 

at our church. You may send gifts at any t ime to FLAME 
  P.O. Box 25455 
  Seatt le, WA  98165 
E-mail – flameministry@yahoo,com 
 

 Board of directors:  Shirley Bosma, Dale Boyce, Tom 
Crompton, Audrey Donnel, Winerva Klungel, Carol Le-
wellen and Herb &Martha Reynolds. 
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(See Bulletins on page 15) 

Jay Anema Ye Olde 
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(Bulletins continued from page 14) 
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SEAL but f inds that lif e inconsistent with his new lif e as a 
Christian. Howev er, the new job he is offered seems v ery 
strange too. He becomes head of “Operation Firebrand” with 
mixed f eelings. In f act he schemes way s to leav e the group 
behind. The group is such a motley crew any way ! He also 
has a problem facing up to what happened to another Navy 
Seal, a f riend of  his who has been injured and can no longer  
walk. 

So what is this “Operation Firebrand” any way ? They  hav e 
v aried personalities, v aried talents, and a great need to work 
together to save children in Russia – children who hav e been 
routed f rom their 
orphanage with no 
place to go. It is in-
teresting to see how 
this “bunch” gets it 
all together. They 
do!! You’ll enjoy the 
suspense and the 
interactions of the 
characters. 

 NOTICE: I’m still 
wondering if  other 
readers hav e books 
– not in the library  – 
that they would like 
to share and per-
haps make available 
in the library. WE 
NEED MORE OF 
YOU TO SHARE 
YOUR READING 
INTERESTS!! 

 

FAMILY by  Karen Kingsbury , Ty ndale House, Carol Stream, IL, 
2006, 334 pp. 

This is the f ourth book in the Baxter Family Drama (The Firstborn 
Series that ev ery one is so very  excited about) Be sure you start 
at the beginning with FAME and go on f rom there. May be by the 
time y ou get through FAMILY, the f ifth and I believ e last book of 
the series will be av ailable. 

A lot of this book centers on the lives of Katy Hart and Day ne 
Matthews as they  appear in court. Remember, Katy was attacked 
by an ov erly  jealous f an of Day ne Mathews, the v ery popular 

mov ie star. 

The Baxter siblings are still 
in the dark concerning their 
oldest brother who was 
adopted long bef ore the 
Baxters ev er became a 
f amily . Now they  want to 
know. It is interesting that 
most of  the Baxter children 
hav e straightened out their 
liv es – ev ery one is speak-
ing to ev ery one else and 
there is a lot of peace all 
round. (These problems 
were all solv ed in earlier 
books in the series!) Now 
daughter Ashley  is really 
putting pressure on her 
f ather to bring ev ery thing in 
the open. John Baxter has 
had some contact with his 
son, but the son f eels he 
may  bring problems to the 
f amily because of his very 

different lif esty le. Ashley  isn’t about to let things lie. In f act she 
gets downright nosy and takes things into her own hands. Will 
that backf ire? Meanwhile, what is happening with Ashley ’s friend 
Katy ? 

It is a lov ely story in which to get lost and f orget that lif e isn’t 
really  such a f antasy! 

 OPERATION FIREBRAND by  Jefferson Scott, Promise Press, 
Uhrichsv ille, OH, 2002, 366 pp. 

Eloise Webster is a most unusual person. Who would believ e she 
is wealthy, v ery wealthy  and the head of  a thriv ing company ? Our 
“hero,” Jason Kromer, is conf used too. Jason is/was a Navy 

In the Library  

Winerva Klungel 
Book Reviews 
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“Yesterday”   
 
�Yesterday is a happy young mother living in a remote 
village in South Africa’s Zululand.  She doesn’t have an 
easy life – there’s litt le money, no modern conveniences, 
her husband is away working in the mines of Johannes-
burg.  The precarious balance of her life is suddenly 
threatened when she is diagnosed with AIDS.  Set against 
the awesome, harsh landscapes of South Africa, Yesterday 
is a beautiful yet heartbreaking film on the realities of life 
for so many in that country.   

�2004 Academy Award Nominee for Best Foreign Lan-
guage Film 
 
�“Red Dust” 

 

�Human rights lawyer Sarah Barcant (Hillary Swank) re-
(See DVDs on page 20) 

New In the Library  

Jan Vander Linden 
The library  thanks all those who contribute books to the church 

library . Because of limited 
space, current books in 
new condition are espe-
cially  appreciated. 

A special thanks to the 
Verduin's f or their contri-
bution of  sev eral books 
and DVD's about South 
Af rica.  You will f ind these 
materials on an upper 
shelf  f acing y ou as y ou 
enter the library. 

  

New in the Library 

A new three book set has 
been added to the library.  
Written by the award win-
ning author, Lynn Austin, 
these books are set in the 
Civ il War time period and 
do not need to be read in 
any  particular order since 
each deals with a different 
character's struggle during 
this time. 

 

Candle in the Darkness 

Fire By  Night 

Hidden Places 

South African Dvd’s 

Kelly Verduin 
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turns to South Africa to represent Alex Mpondo (Chiwetel 
Ejiofor) who was once a polit ical activist held captive 
against his will and sadistically tortured at the hands of 
police officer Dirk Hendricks who is seeking amnesty for 
acts of torture  he carried out under apartheid.  This film 
provides good insight into how the Truth and Reconcilia-
t ion Commission hearings were conducted throughout the 
country. 
 
�“Cry the Beloved Country” 
 
�James Earl Jones and the late Richard Harris star in this 
powerful, poignant movie based on the novel by Alan Pa-

ton.  Both are fathers, one a man of peace, the other a man 
of power and privilege.  Their lives are brought together in 
the wake of a tragic killing.  An unlikely union is formed 
and together they find the kind of understanding that could 
heal a nation. 

 
�“A Dry White Sea-
son” 
 
�Af r ikaner  schoo l 
teacher, Ben du Toit 
(Donald Sutherland) 
seeks justice for his 
friend of 15 years who 
was the vict im of po-
lice torture.  Risking 
family and career, he 
takes on a system run 
by racists, thugs and 
murderers, for if  
you’re not with the 
Afr ikaners,  you’re 
against them, and 
choosing the wrong 

(DVDs continued from page 19) side could get you killed.  Susan Sarandon and Marlon 
Brando also star in this film. 
 
�“A World Apart”  
 
�Based on a true story.  
Communist Gus Roth 
(Jeroen Krabbe) is forced 
to flee Johannesburg to 
escape arrest, leaving his 
activ ist  wife Diana 
(Barbara Hershey) to con-
tinue their crusade against 
apartheid.  But when 
Diana is wrenched from 
her three daughters and 
jailed under the notorious 
90-day Detention Act, she 
and her family face the 
ult imate sacrifice in the 
fight for freedom. 
 
�Grand Jury Prize at the 1988 Cannes Film Festival 
 
�“Cry Freedom”  
 
�The tension and terror that took place under apartheid is 
powerfully portrayed in the true story of black activist 
Stephen Biko (Denzel Washington) and an activist white 
newspaper editor Donald Woods (Kevin Kline) who risks 
his own life to bring Biko’s message to the world.��
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Both are doing just great!  Dale has also followed his Dad 
into polit ics and is a City Councilman for the City of Brier.  
He has enjoyed learning how local government functions 
and being able to contribute to the town.  He has been an 
Epic leader for two years, a small group leader, and a men-
tor.  It  is his way to give back for what the group did for 
his older kids.  He is on the Education Committee and 
teaches 5th and 6th grade Junior Achievement classes at 
Shoreline Christ ian.  His taste in books run from “Mere 
Christ ianity” by Lewis to “The Language of God” by a 
genome scientist and “The Embarrassed Believer” by 
Hugh Hewitt.  Otherwise he enjoys landscaping and main-
taining their yard.   
  
Yard landscaping, hiking, and any other outdoorsy activi-
t ies are what interest Terry. She teaches 9th and 10th grad-
ers in Sunday school, ushers on Sunday mornings, and 
mentors and supports all the youth get-togethers, which 
includes having the kids over at their house and feeding 
them. Their yard includes a fire pit and rope swing for 
those gatherings.   Right now she goes to Duvall as often 
as needed to help her brother Harley with his wife Carol’s 
needs as she goes through her struggle with cancer.  She is 
a stay at home “Soccer Mom” and recently put together a 
basket for the Auction at the school.  She likes to read any-
thing, but likes books by “thinkers” and anything fun too.  
She and Dale tend a large pond that has 30 or more gold-
fish in their backyard. 
  
Danae, 23, is working as a RN on the UW Oncology floor 
in the stem cell transplant unit, which is a Fred Hutchison 
affiliate.  Her shift is 12 hours a night. She graduated from 
SPU and bought a house in Lake City (echoes of Uncle 
Harley and Dad?) and attends Sanctuary Church.   She 
enjoys working in her yard to relax. 
  
David and Brian’s passion is soccer, which they have 
played for 4 years+ during high school.  It ’s a beautiful 
game (my quote)!  
  
The kids all enjoy reading too. 
  
Brian, 21, a senior at Calvin, is working towards a degree 
in Computer science and a minor in the Chinese language.  
He had an internship with the Department of Defense last 
summer and they want him back!  This is a National Secu-
rity emphasis. 
  
David is a senior at Shoreline Christ ian, and is looking 
into three different colleges at this t ime. He loves all 
sports, was co-Captain of the Soccer team, and plays ten-
nis as well.  He is also Student Body President and an Epic 
leader.  He recently made it as “Academic Athlete of the 

(Family Focus continued from page 22) Week,” and was taped by King 5 TV playing soccer.  He 
also enjoys taping the church services twice a month.  
  
This is a loving, giving, active family that is a pleasure to 
know. 

DO YOU GIVE BY CASH AND ITEMIZE 
YOUR TAX RETURNS? The August 27, 2006 
Los Angeles Times Personal Finance Column by 
Kathy M Kristof sub-titled Charitable Donations 
Get Stricter Tax Rules put it clearly. "Where the 
government once was willing to trust that you 
weren't padding the value of small gifts, now 
you're going to need proof that you gave something 
- and something of real value - if you want to de-
duct it." Taxpayers are largely taken at their word 
when claiming $20 placed in the church collection 
plate with documentation required only for dona-
tions of $250 or more. The IRS has tightened up on 
the proof required for charitable gifts. If you are 
audited you will need to have receipts as proof of 
cash donations. There is a way to get the needed 
receipt. Just use our confidential numbered giving 
system. If you do not know your giving number 
just place your cash in an envelope and write your 
name on the envelope. That way you will receive a 
receipt next January. Thanks to John Vander Lin-
den for making the Finance Team aware of this 
change. Jay Anema, Treasurer 
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The Kaemingk Family 
 
And now for “The Rest of the Story”! 
   
Dale was born in Bellingham in 1956 but grew up in Lyn-
den, where his Dad was the mayor at one t ime.  He at-
tended Lynden Christ ian School, graduat-
ing in 1974.  He went on to Calvin, then 
the UW, graduating in 1979 with a major 
in Civil Engineering.  He went to work at 
Engineers Northwest and has been there 
ever sense, but is now a partner there.  
  
Terry was born in Northgate Hospital in 
Seatt le and attended Watson Groen 
/Shoreline Christ ian School and Western 
Washington University, graduating in 
1980 with a degree in education.  She 
began working as a teacher at Heritage 
Christ ian School, teaching mostly second 
grade.   
  
Dale and Terry met off and on at high 
school retreats and at Calvin College. 
Dale, Reece Voskuilen, and another 
roommate lived together while attending 
the UW.  When that didn’t work out, they moved in with 
Terry’s brother, Harley, who owned a house in Lake City 
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across the street from Audrey and Harris Donnel, so they 
saw a lot of Terry.  The romance blossomed on a trip to 
Olympia for a Young Peoples Masquerade Party when 
they sat together in the car and later on danced together 
during the square dance.  They married July 12, 1980.    
  
Dale started attending our church in 1977-78 and Terry 
started at age 9; before then she had attended a Baptist 
Church.  Audrey and Harris and her sister Becky and her 
family still attend here. 
  
Some of you may remember and others may not, but 9 
years ago Dale’s Dad needed a kidney and Dale was a 
match, so he gave one to his Dad.  His Dad calls him 

every year on the anniversary to thank him for his gift.  
(See Family Focus on page 21) 
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