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   By Christmas, like everyone else, we had had 
enough.  Enough snow.  Enough ice.  Enough of 
impassable roads and being cooped up at home.  
So when we heard that the Christmas worship 
service was on, we decided to strap on our cross 
country skis and go. 

   Our skis are old.  We bought them in northern 
Michigan during our first years in the ministry, and 
used them daily.  All winter we kept them outside, 
jammed in a snowdrift behind our house, ready for 
afternoon exercise, but it had been twenty-five 
years since 
we wore them 
r e g u l a r l y .  
Nowhere else 
we lived re-
corded north-
ern Michi-
gan’s annual 
19 feet of 
snow. 

   One block 
from home on 
the way to 
church I 
thought to 
myself that 
this used to 
be easier.  I 
r e m e m b e r 
cutting trail 
through 8 to 10 inches of fresh powder, skiing 
through the cherry orchard behind our house until 
I found the ridge that ran parallel to Lake Michi-
gan.  I could take the ridge through Antrim Dells 
Golf Course to the big hill on which the club house 
was perched with a commanding view of Grand 
Traverse Bay.  Then it was down hill on my long 
skis, with me gathering speed over a mile de-
scent, struggling to stay upright and keep my tuck, 
praying that the good Lord keep me from hitting 
something or falling since I had no control whatso-
ever.  “Ah, God is good,” I would breathe as I 
reached the bottom and then proceed to do it 
again. 

    But there was no speed on the way to church, 
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no shu’sh, no danger, no thrill, just a shuffle like 
plodding with an occasional opportunity really to 
get in rhythm and ski.  My legs hurt, my breath 
wasn’t there.  My hands tightened arthritically in 
my gloves as I grabbed the poles.  I had forgotten 
how much work cross country skiing can be and 
why I had always dressed lightly in northern Michi-
gan.  Although it was freezing outside, I was 
drenched in sweat.  To encourage myself I told 
myself, “You’re halfway…you’re two-thirds of the 
way…one more block, c’mon just one more block.  
Oh, that church building looks so good!” 

   I recommend 
that when you 
cross country ski, 
you choose not to 
do it with a 
cheery partner.  
“Isn’t this fun?” 
my wife shouted 
out, “Isn’t this re-
f r e s h i n g ? ”  
“Wow,” she con-
tinued, “there’s 
not a car around.  
This is so beauti-
ful.  I’m having 
the time of my 
life.”   My wife’s 
spirit refuses to 
age. 

   “Grace,” I wanted to shout at her, “all I’m learning 
by this exercise is that I’m old, old, old, old, old.” 

   Then in church, with our skis jammed in a snow-
drift outside the door, we heard once again the 
Christmas story of how God loved us so much he 
sent his one and only son as a baby to make eve-
rything new, new, new, new, new. 

   In a different mood we skied home to dinner, 
saying to ourselves, “Ah, God is good!” 
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The House 

A Winter Feast  
Winter 2009 

LOVING GOD, LOVING EACHOTHER, LOVING THE WORLD 

       As the great Italian opera singer 
and cook, Lucianno Pavoriti said, “One 
of the very nicest things about life is 
the way we must regularly stop what-
ever it  is we are doing and devote our 
attention to eating.”   

 Every Sunday we eat well!!  As 
The House gathers together a beautiful 
display of food is arranged.  Any given 
Sunday there is an array of home made 
breads, chili, soups, colorful salads, 
and rich desserts. We recognize that 
something happens around food that 
doesn’t happen at the office or the 
store. We relax and let down our de-
fenses, we allow people into our lives 
in a real way. By breaking bread to-
gether and remembering Jesus, we 
seek to build true community.  

  We realize that eating is a sacra-
mental part of our lives as a commu-
nity.  That as we break bread and pass 
drink we remember and believe the one 
who makes it all possible.  In fact when 
we, like those early believers on the 
Emmaus road, are sharing a meal with 
others the Living Jesus is revealed.  
Every week at The House we share a 
two meals.  One that feeds the body 
and one the feeds the soul. 

   Our prayer is that as we gather 
the food at the beginning is less impor-
tant than the food at the end.  May 
Those among us who are spiritual 
starving someday join us for some soul 
food.  When we gather around the 
Lord’s Table and get a foretaste of  
Heaven.  A banquet table of soul food 
is eaten.  A meal full of grace and 
peace.  

Making Pasta  

 Kids preparing the table at 
the Shepard’s Small House 

Neighborhood Dads   

Snow in Seattle? 

 

The Turnbull’s 

9210 23rd  Ave NE 

Seattle, WA 98115 

206-459-2034 

brianturnbull72@msn.com 

www.thehousecrc.com 

bbturnbull.blogspot.com 

Samuel retelling the  

Creation Story  
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(See Bootstraps on page 6) 
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(See Bootstraps on page 7) 
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(See Flaming News on page 10) 
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(Flaming News continued from page 9) 
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(See FAQ on page 13) 
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(See FAQ on page 14) 
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(FAQ continued from page 12) 
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1. There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family Bible to her brother in another part of the 

country. 'Is there anything breakable in here?' asked the postal clerk.  
'Only the Ten Commandments.' answered the lady.  

2. 'Somebody has said there are only two kinds of people in the world. There are those who wake up in the 
morning and say, 'Good morning, Lord,' and there are those who wake up in the morning and say, 'Good 
Lord, it's morning.'  

3. A minister parked his car in a no-parking zone in a large city because he was short of time and couldn't 
find a space with a meter. Then he puts a note under the windshield wiper that read: 'I have circled the 
block 10 times. If I don't park here, I'll miss my appointment. Forgive us our trespasses.' 
When he returned, he found a citation from a police officer along with this note: 
'I've circled this block for 10 years. If I don't give you a ticket I'll lose my job. Lead us not into temptation.'  

4. There is the story of a pastor who got up one Sunday and announced to his congregation: 'I have good 
news and bad news. The good news is, we have enough money to pay for our new building program. The 
bad news is, it's still out there in your pockets.'  

5. While driving in Pennsylvania, a family caught up to an Amish carriage. The owner of the carriage obvi-
ously had a sense of humor, because attached to the back of the carriage was a hand-printed sign: 
'Energy efficient vehicle: Runs on oats and grass. Caution: Do not step in exhaust.'  

6. A Sunday School teacher began her lesson with a question, 'Boys and girls, what do we know about 
God?' A hand shot up in the air. 'He is an artist!' said the kindergarten boy.  
'Really? How do you know?' the teacher asked, 'You know - Our Father, who does art in Heaven... '  

7. A minister waited in line to have his car filled with gas just before a long holiday weekend. The attendant 
worked quickly, but there were many cars ahead of him. Finally, the attendant motioned him toward a va-
cant pump. 'Reverend,' said the young man, 'I'm so sorry about the delay. It seems as if everyone waits 
until the last minute to get ready for a long trip. '  
The minister chuckled, 'I know what you mean. It's the same in my business.'  

8. People want the front of the bus, the back of the church, and the center of attention.  

9. A father was approached by his small son who told him proudly, 'I know what the Bible means!' 
His father smiled and replied, 'What do you mean, you 'know' what the Bible means?'  
The son replied, 'I do know!'  
'Okay,' said his father. 'What does the Bible mean?'  
'That's easy, Daddy.' the young boy replied excitedly, 'It stands for 'Basic Information Before Leaving 
Earth.''  

10. Sunday after church, a Mom asked her very young daughter what the lesson was about. The daughter 
answered, 'Don't be scared, you'll get your quilt.'  
Needless to say, the Mom was perplexed. Later in the day, the pastor stopped by for tea and the Mom 
asked him what that morning's Sunday school lesson was about. He said 'Be not afraid, thy comforter is 
coming.'  

11. The minister was preoccupied with thoughts of how he was going to ask the congregation to come up with 
more money than they were expecting for repairs to the church building.  
Therefore, he was annoyed to find that the regular organist was sick and a substitute had been brought in 
at the last minute. The substitute wanted to know what to play.  
'Here's a copy of the service,' he said impatiently. 'But, you'll have to think of something to play after I 
make the announcement about the finances.'  
During the service, the minister paused and said, 'Brothers and Sisters, we are in great difficulty; the roof 
repairs cost twice as much as we expected and we need $4,000 more. Any of you who can pledge $100 

(See Humor on page 20) 
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or more, please stand up.'  
 
At that moment, the substitute organist played 
'The Star Spangled Banner.'  
 
And that is how the substitute became the 
regular organist!  

 

Give me a sense of humor, Lord,  
Give me the grace to see a joke,  
To get some fun out of life,  
And pass it on to other folk.  
Amen!  

(Humor continued from page 19) 
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