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With all the police shootings in the State of 
Washington lately, I hear a lot about rehabili-
tation of criminals.  Prisons and jails are not 
meant to rehabilitate but to punish people for 
crimes committed.  The kind of work that I do 
in the Whatcom County Jail is the rehabilita-
tion that has results that last.  I have been do-
ing jail ministry since 1993 and I know that 
true change happens when a prisoner has an 
encounter with Jesus Christ.  Over the years, 
with God’s help, I have led many hundreds of 
people to the feet of Jesus.  There are thou-

sands more who have dismissed the notion or 
outright rejected Him.  Change comes when 
the person experiences a deep sorrow for their 
sin and a takes a new direction as the Holy 
Spirit renews the mind.  What a privilege for 
me to be God’s instrument in this process.  

In early Nov. 2009, two friends of mine 
paid my way to visit Alfonso Palacios in San 
Felipe, Mexico.  Alfonso was a recipient of 
God’s great love back in 2001 in the Skagit 
County Jail.  After being in jail or prison for 
more than 10 of his 30 years, Alfonso surren-
dered his life to Jesus Christ.  Alfonso wasn’t 

just satisfied to accept Him but he also wanted 
to be active in Christian ministry.  Alfonso 
was the man who I tried to get a Presidential 
Pardon for in 2005, without success.  He is 
now a missionary that our Spanish speaking 
church supports. I had a marvelous time with 
Brother Alfonso spending 12 hours a day with 
him during the week I was in Mexico.  I asked 
him to write a letter (see other side) to share 
with you his life. 

Angelina can’t get her driver’s license 
because she can neither read nor write.  She 

suffers headaches from not taking 
her medicines for diabetes.  She 
doesn’t take her medicine because 
she has no money.  She lost her 
Washington Basic Health Plan 
when she did not respond to a letter 
that came to her house while she 
was staying in the hospital with her 
husband while he was recuperating 
from brain surgery to remove can-
cer.  She is a mother of 6 kids, most 
of whom are teenagers.  Her two 
daughters are deaf and communi-
cate only via American Sign Lan-
guage.  She has been threatened 
with death several times by one of 
her husband’s children from a pre-
vious marriage.  Her husband has 
been receiving radiation treatment 

in Bellingham and chemotherapy.  She needs 
to be present with her husband because he can 
not remember anything and could get com-
pletely lost just going to the bathroom.  He is 
dying.  She is his memory.  She might not be 
able to read but she makes sure he takes his 
medicines and keeps his appointments.  I 
spend hours of my time every week working 
with this family.  I attend school conferences, 
go to doctor appointments, make telephone 
calls, read mail, fill out forms and help disci-
pline the children.  Pray for Angelina.   

����	���	������	
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(See Flaming News on page 12) 
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Room.....The congregation grieves with the Vanderwerff 
family who buried their father and brother, Fred Vander-
werff, on Tue in Monroe...We welcome Peter & Caryn 
Cornelisse and their 2 daughters, Kathryn & Haley....The 
Congregation grieves with Peter  & Caryn Cornelisse as 
Peter’s mother passed away last week and also with Bob 
& Nell Thompson on the death of Nell’s mother, also last 
week....LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are now available 
upon request....Council Notes:  We are looking into having 
an information booth to encourage guests and visitors to 
find out more about our church and its programs. The Lord 
blessed our giving so that we had only a small deficit of 
$575.54 at the end of 1999. 

March 2000 Our sympathies are extended to the Vander-
werff family in the death of Albertha Vanderwerff, Ge-
rald’s mother....Please pray for Herm Oordt as he under-
goes cancer therapy.....Tonight Christian actor/mime/
singer/speaker David Shelton will act out for us the book 
of Jonah.  David’s performance is captivating for all ages 
but particularly engaging for children....A THANK YOU 
FROM JIM DYKSTRA: I want to thank the minister and the 
congregation for praying for me in my recent illness. The 
doctors didn’t think I would survive through this illness. 
One of the doctors said he hadn’t seen anything like this in 
20 years. He said to me, “You must have close contact 
with God!” I am still struggling to regain the use of my left 
leg but am doing lots better. The Lord willing, I will  recu-
perate completely....Our sincere sympathies are extended 
to Peter Van Dussen in the death of his father in Michigan 
and to Chong Zhang whose mother passed away in 
China....Evelyn De Rooy had cataract surgery on March 
16 with resulting complications. 

FEBRUARY 1995 You are invited to join the Jorritsma 
family in celebrating Menno & Ann’s 45th Wedding Anni-
versary....Tests have disclosed nodules on Dick Grant’s 
liver....We express our Christian sympathy to Liz Goudz-
waard on the death of her brother Garret Varekamp, age 
84 from Seattle on Jan. 22....On July 7 and 8 there will be 
a gathering of Christian men in the Kingdome for Promise 
Keepers....The Building Expansion Committee received 
completed design development drawings from our archi-
tects and  a report from our cost estimator. The final costs 
for our building project are: Phase I - $1,640,000; Phase II 
- $560,000; Total - $2,200,000. Because our original esti-
mate for the first phase was $750,000 and $1,100,000 for 
the total project, these cost estimates were very disap-
pointing! There were several reasons the estimates were 
higher than expected: the very high demolition and site 

(See Bulletins on page 16) 

FEBRUARY 2005 The Alpha Program meets in the Multi-
purpose room Mon at 6:30 PM. We will focus on “Why and 
how should I read the Bible?” Dinner is provided….Polly & 
Roy Stanley will be on-site managers for the CRWRC Dis-
aster Response Team at Swan Quarter in North Carolina 
Feb 12 to Mar 5….The congregation expresses its love 
and support for Paul & Debbie DeKoekkoek & Rick & 
Holly Eigenbrood on the death of Debbie and Holly’s 
mom, Joan Banta. Our sympathy is also extended to 
John & Laurie Dykstra on the death of Laurie’s father, 
Ernie Prestek….Merv & Diane Haveman thank you for 
your prayers and cards in the death of our mother Ann 
Haveman….We extend our love to Sarah Zerkel on the 
death of her mother, Barbara on Jan 29 and to the family 
of Bert Bajema on his passing….Thank you for your sup-
port of the Mission Trip to the Dominican Republic. We 
were able to see many people hear the Gospel for the 1st 
time and accept Christ as their personal Savior….I really 
appreciate all your prayers and support. Allison Vander-
werff....Dennis Roosendaal will share highlights of his trip 
to the Dominican Republic…..We welcome Gerry Beatty 
as a new member. 

MARCH 2005 Pictorial Church Directory appointment sign-
ups begin today….Cascade Family Bible Conference will 
be July 7-11. Our keynote speaker, Dr Timothy Brown, is 
the 1st speaker in 50 years to return for a 2nd consecutive 
year….This morning we have the privilege of baptizing 
Adam Karl Johnson, the baby son of Jared & Ronda 
Johnson….Bradley & Amy Nyhof will present their son 
William Henry and Jeremy & Lori Trull will present their 
daughter Addison Rose for baptism this morning….The 
membership of Ron & Marilyn Borger has been trans-
ferred to Bethany Covenant Church in Mt Vernon….Our 
sympathy is extended to the Francisco family on the 
death of Gene early Mon morning Mar 14….Our Congratu-
lations to Dustin DeKoekkoek & Jenae Stecks who were 
married yesterday….This morning Mar 27 Michael & 
Lydia Van Schepen will present their daughter, Maraike 
Noel, for baptism. 

FEBRUARY 2000 Discussion on Willard’s The Divine Con-
spiracy will start Wed at 8:30 PM in the Council 
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preparation costs; expensive items to meet building codes, 
etc..the report goes on to list two possible options, one to 
consider if we can raise more than $750,000, the other to 
redesign and reduce square footage....WARM BEACH: 
Mark your calendars! The Cascade Family Bible Confer-
ence will be held over a weekend this year, July 6 - 10. 
Speakers are Dr. Gilbert Bilezikian, professor emeritus in 
Biblical Studies at Wheaton College and Dr Henry Wilde-
boer, pastor at Zion Christian Reformed Church in Os-
hawa, Ontario. 

MARCH 1995 The membership of Joseph & Nellie 
Strong and their children Jeremiah, Alana, Joshua, 
Elisa, Christina & Jesse have been transferred to the 
Faith Community Fellowship (CRC) in Mt Vernon....Steve 
& Pat Cok are the proud grandparents of their first grand-
son, Arun Coumar, born on Fri., Mar 3....Tena De Koek-
koek had cataract surgery on Thursday morning....Council 
Briefs: The Building Committee is investigating the feasibil-
ity of movable seating in the church auditorium. The moti-
vation for this is the possibility of having more flexibility in 
the use of the auditorium for small groups, such as our 
youth groups and discipleship training groups. This subject 
was last addressed in 1992 when the cost was estimated 
to be approximately $16,000. The Elders approved our 
involvement in the Stephens Ministry. 

FEBRUARY 1990  This morning (Feb 4) the sacrament of 
Baptism will be administered to Christopher Sundy, son 
of Alice & Greg; and to Rochelle Leann Van Voorst, in-
fant daughter of Phil & Sherrie....We’re thankful that Greta 
Clousing & Lois Deelstra have applied together and have 
been accepted for the position of Music coordinator for our 
congregation. They will begin this week, working primarily 
with the music ministry of the A. M. services....The new 
Elementary Building at Watson Groen Christian School will 
be dedicated on Feb 15 at 7:30 pm. The first part of the 
dedication will be held in the auditorium of our church. At 
about 8 o’clock we will move outside for a cornerstone lay-
ing ceremony and the official opening of the building....This 
morning (Feb 18) the sacrament of Baptism will be admin-
istered to Jillian Nicole De Frees, infant daughter of 
Doug  & Roslyn....Alexander Longacre was in Children’s 
Hospital this week due to dehydration....At our congrega-
tional meeting last week it was decided to go with an in-
ternship program for another year....A committee has been 
formed to actively raise money for a Grand Piano. Mem-
bers are: Corry Bakker, Erica Bauman, Duane Einfeld, 
Norm Jonkman, Hildred Klungel & Ken Oordt. One of 
our fundraisers will be the sale of piano keys at various 

(Bulletins continued from page 15) prices. A chart will be posted to keep track of our pro-
gress....We welcome Dr Bob De Vries, Professor of 
Church Education at Calvin Seminary to our service this 
evening. Dr De Vries is with us today after having a semi-
nar in Lynden on continuing education for pastors. 

MARCH 1990 We are thankful that all went well for Lisa 
Boer as she submitted to brain surgery on Tue. at Ever-
green Hospital....Our Christian sympathies to the Rev. Ar-
nold Brink family in the sudden death of Rev. Brink last 
Tue. due to a head injury in a fall. Rev. Brink served us for 
several months during our last vacancy and is the father of 
Rev. Brink of the Bellevue Church....Seasoned Citizens 
Potluck Dinner will be on Fri, Mar 16 at 6:30 pm in our 
church. Guest speaker will be Mr. Varekamp, brother of 
Liz Goudzwaard, who will be giving a presentation on 
Noah’s Ark. Included are scale models of characters and 
animals which he himself has designed. He will also have 
on display a scale model of his own 32 ft. cruiser....Lisa 
Boer continues to do well as she recuperates at home fol-
lowing her brain surgery last week....Our new seminary 
intern: Dale Visser, 4340 Hidden Lakes Dr. SE, #203, 
Kentwood, MI 49512, phone 616-281-9260....All women 
are invited to a bridal shower for Renita Rop, soon to be 
Mrs. Wolter Korf, at 3:30 pm Sat., March 24, at the 
Klungel’s home, 17722 - 25th Ave NE 363-
2772....Sherwin Van Mersbergen, Vice-Pres of our Coun-
cil, was elected as Elder delegate to Synod....Hope Com-
munity CRC of Mill Creek requested approval to organize 
as a Christian Reformed congregation. This was granted 
with the Everett CRC assisting in the process. The Anchor 
of Hope CRC in Silverdale has moved several times. They 
now have an opportunity to purchase an older church 
building which they have been renting for six months. They 
were assisted in this by Classis, with $50,000 from the re-
volving fund....During the last couple of weeks Henry 
Wind has undergone testing for cancer of the prostate. 
These tests have come back positive.  

FEBRUARY 1985 We extend our Christian sympathies to 
AnnaBelle Ackerman on the death of her father, Mr. Pe-
ter De Vries, on Thursday in his home in New Jersey. He 
was 103 years old when he passed on to his heavenly 
home!...Alma Strong suffered a stroke Wednesday eve-
ning and underwent surgery on Thursday morning for re-
moval of a blood clot on the brain. We can thank God that 
the surgery seems to have been successful and we pray 
that she will experience a complete recovery....The Council 
decided to prepare cards to be used by guests at Com-
munion services, stating that they would like to share the 

(See Bulletins on page 17) 
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Lord's Supper with us. 

MARCH 1985 Tonight's service will include the public pro-
fession of faith of Daryl Einfeld....Four families or singles 
will be requested randomly to attend the morning worship 
services of the Bremerton-Silverdale CRC every other 
week. This would mean that members would be asked 
about every 1 and 1/2 years. 

FEBRUARY 1980 A special congregational meeting will be 
held Tuesday to consider the Council's proposal to seek an 
Intern for 1980-81. Materials on the internship program will 
be handed out after this morning's service 

MARCH 1980 A call will be extended to Norm 
Thomasma, a Senior at Calvin Seminary, to serve here as 
Intern Pastor beginning in August.  He will be deciding this 
week....We have received the membership of Paul & Betty 
(nee Groen) Vander Zee from the Eastern Avenue CRC 
of Grand Rapids, Michigan....We are disappointed to have 
received the unexpected answer from Norm Thomasma 
that he will not be able to accept our call to serve here next 
year as Intern Pastor.  Since several other best possible 
applicants had accepted calls elsewhere, the Council has 
decided to review longer range staffing possibilities in the 
context of a broader study of our congregation's opportuni-
ties, needs and challenges....An OPEN HOUSE, celebrat-
ing the 50th wedding anniversary will be held for Mr & Mrs 
Willem Pruys on Saturday, April 5th at the Vander Gies-
sen residence. 

FEBRUARY 1975 Congratulations to Mr. & Mrs. Dan Wa-
sell to whom a daughter was born early Thursday morn-
ing.,,, Congratulations to Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Dykstra to 
whom a son was born this past Monday.... Public profes-
sion of faith will be made this morning by Mr. & Mrs. Don 
Pullman and by Mr. Dan Wasell. Their baptism and that 
of their children will take place at that time.... We have re-
ceived the membership of the Donald Vander Giessen 
family from the West Park CRC of Cleveland, Ohio. 

MARCH 1975 Profession of faith will be made in the eve-
ning service by Pauline Van Senus...The Kenneth 
Venhuizen family has been gone for a long time working 
with the CRWRC CAPOK program in Korea. As they are 
now back with us, they be welcomed in the narthex after 
this morning’s service....HOLY BAPTISM will be adminis-
tered this morning to Robert Allen Dykstra, son of Mr. & 
Mrs. Jerry Dykstra....At their request, the membership of 
Mr. & Mrs. Art De Groot & Roy has been transferred to 
the Anacortes Christian Reformed Church....General Fund 
offerings for March 2 - $1628.24; March 9 for Christian 

(Bulletins continued from page 16) School - $2001.29; March 16 General Fund - $1346.19. 

FEBRUARY 1970 This is the final Sunday Bob Bajema 
will be with us prior to his leaving for duty in Vietnam....The 
old parsonage has been sold.  We are now closing the 
sale and taking care of the planned changes on the new 
parsonage at 16327 - 34th NE....The installation service of 
Rev Wesseling will be held on Thursday, Mar 5.  A recep-
tion is planned for our new pastor and his family following 
the installation. 

MARCH 1970 We received into membership Mr & Mrs 
Harris Donnel, Harley & Teresa as members in full com-
munion and their 3 other children Elaine, Rebecca & 
David.  The Donnel's come to us from the Maple Leaf 
Baptist Church....Our pastor has been accustomed to 
wearing a pulpit robe for conducting worship and plans to 
continue doing so here.  This traditional reformational pul-
pit clothing seems best suited to stress the fact that it is not 
this or that individual who is in the pulpit, but that the minis-
try of the Word is the most important thing. 

FEBRUARY 1965 The membership of Mr. Louis Burgy 
and of Mr. Ronald Nagel was transferred to the Calvary 
Christian Reformed Church of Seattle.... Communion glass 
holders have been installed throughout our sanctuary. This 
project has been underwritten by the Women’s Bible Study 
Group. 

MARCH 1965 Mrs. Zeldenrust broke her leg and is in 
Northgate Hospital....This morning (Mar 21) we witness the 
profession of faith in Christ by John Franken, John 
Groen, Gerry Holtrop, Mr. & Mrs. John Van Dieren & 
John Vander Pol 

FEBRUARY 1960 The new afternoon Ladies Aid Organi-
zation is to meet at the church at 1:45 PM Tuesday.  All 
ladies are invited. All persons who have church songbooks 
in their homes are asked to return them. 

MARCH 1960 We congratulate the Van Senus family 
(doubly) on the birth of twin boys.... Mrs Maliepaard has 
returned home again after her stay in the hospital. 

FEBRUARY 1955 We welcome Mr. Hilmer Jager whose 
membership certificate we have received from the Lake-
wood Christian Reformed Church of Long Beach, Califor-
nia. 

MARCH 1955 We express our hearty appreciation to Mr. 
Dan Vander Werf for the new nursery....In an effort to pro-
mote cordial welcoming of visitors, colored bulletins are to 
be given them. Members of the congregation are asked to 
make a special effort to greet anyone you may observe as 
a visitor in our church. 
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