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Christian education Tim Visser
- foundation for a life long journey
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Calvin, Dordt, SPU,

SU, UW, Harvard,...

Gerald van Belle

Some Thoughts on Christian Higher Education

| asked a Shoreline Christian
School senior where he
planned to go to college. Here
is the start of that conversation.

“So Jack, where do you
plan to go to college?”

“ABC College”

“Is that a new college? I've
never heard of that.”

“Anything But a Christian
College.”

“ That's very interesting.
What led you to that view?”

“All my classmates are go-
ing to Dordt, Calvin, or SPU
and | want to meet new friends.
| need to get out of this Chris-
tian thing and meet different
people. | wantto share my faith
with non-Christian folks and
get a wider perspective. Be-
sides, I've got to pay my own
way and non-Christan places
are a lot cheaper.”

This conversation gave me
pause for thought. Fortunately,
since I'm a little older | did not
have to pretend that | had the
answers at my fingertips—
none of that instant clarification
thing you see on TV after a
presidential debate. Let me
give my educational pedigree,
in the spirit of full disclosure. |
attended a Chrstian grade
school in the Netherlands, then
one year at a Christian lyceum.
We then moved to Canada
where | attended public high
schools. Then three years at
Calvin College (no degree) fol-
lowed by one year at the Uni-

versity of Michigan, and many
years at the University of To-
ronto. This enables me to
make a paired comparison
because | spent substantial
time in both.

These are difficult issues
with no pat answers. Here is
my take. | want to talk about
the context and content of
higher education and then

give some caveats.

| think that Jacks views
involved primarily the context
of higher education; especially
the social context. He wanted
to meet new friends, and get
out of the group he had been
with for a long time. He
wanted to explore a new enwvi-
ronment—with the potential of
new insights and new social
experiences. He also wanted
to test his faith by being chal-
lenged to articulate his beliefs
to people who would be less
sympathetic and perhaps
even hostile. He can join a
group such as Intervarsity to
grow in his Christian knowl-
edge. These motives are very
commendable.

| got the impression that
Jack had not thought very
much about the content of
higher education. The content
of higher education (in fact, all
education) is very much em-
bedded in values—often un-
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(Thoughtscontinued from page 3)

stated and assumed to be shared by the whole
community. The strength of a good Christian in-
stitution is that its values are articulated. A good
Christian institution of higher learning is more
than a holy huddle of heaven-minded folks. It
seeks to articulate a broader earthly vision. One
expression of such a vision is paragraph 50 in
the contemporary testimony, Our World Belongs

to God:

In education we seek to acknowledge the Lord
by promoting schools and teaching

inwhich the light of His word shines in all learning,
where students, of whatever ability,

are treated as persons who bear God’s image
and have a place in his plan.

hammer also converts kinetic energy into heat.
But it's not a brake. Another “ism” is naturalism:
the view that the universe is all there is; that
there is no need for the “God hypothesis.” Jack
needs to remember the following story. A scien-
tist told God that he did not need him any more.

He could make bactena, viruses, and even hu-
man beings. God said, in good Missour fashion,

“Show me.”

“OK,” the scientist replied. He stooped down
and picked up some dirt. “I start with this dirt...”

“No, no,” interrupted God, “That's mine.”

This was Kuyper’s vision and the driving theme
of Our World Belongs to God. At a good Chris-
tian institution this vision or stance will stressed.
The biggest asset of a Christian institution that

this stance is inculcated in all subjects and
provides a framework for genuine Christian

living.

Now for some caveats. Jack was
right on that non-Christian institutions can
be a lot cheaper. Specifically, his state’s in-
stitutions: universities and community col-
leges. On the other hand, private colleges
such as Harvard and Whitman are more ex-
pensive than most Christian colleges.
Unless Jack has a particular skill of interest
to the institution he will wind up with an even
bigger bill at the non-Christian private col-
leges. And | think both parents and students
should carefully consider the debt their child
winds up with after four years of college
education. There is something very daunting
about an $80,000 debt after four years of
college. If Jack should meet Jill at this same
college and they marry, they may have a
$160,000 debt before their first job. They will
face an uphill battle at the very start of their
lives together. Both will need to work, chil-
dren will have to wait, and the marrage be-

At the non-Christian institution Jack will find a
host of “isms.” One of them is reductionism which
is signaled by use of the word, “just.” | met this at
the University of Toronto when a student-
colleague insisted that the brake on a car was
“just a device for converting kinetic energy into
heat.” Of course, it is much more than that. A

gins on a very stressful note. | have not seen
surveys of the average debt of a college gradu-
ate but would be very concerned if the debts
were in this range. These costs should also be

counted.



Jack’s interests may dictate
where he should go—especially
graduate school. Areas of law,
medicine, public health, dentistry
are primarily taught at non-
Christan institutions. At the un-
dergraduate level this is less of a
concern. Engineering, business,
medical technology, and all liberal
arts are all available; often with

very high or superior quality.

This is not an exhaustive re-
view; there are many nuances
that also need to be considered.
So how should Jack choose?

What do you think?

Heidi Vanden Bos

So what exactly is homeschool- about teaching the more ad-
ing? Some think that vanced subjects; they can just
homeschoolers are extremely monitor the homework. Also, it
sheltered kids that have no socialgives kids the chance to take
life. Others think it's just for some classes that it isn't possible
those who dont really want their to teach at home, such as band or
children to have an education. choir. Finally, it's a great way to
Although both of these scenarios meet other homeschool families.
may be true for some families, This is what homeschooling has
that has not been the case in ourspeen like for us.

My parents decided tha’g the_zy Homeschooling has been
wanted to homeschool their chil- 5 \\nderful experience for me.

dren when | was quite young. It g,o though we get on each

wasnt that there were no other yipeps nerves sometimes, | think
good schools available, they justipat it has allowed our family to

decided that they wanted to havey.qy close to one another. It has

a little more control 5154 allowed me to focus more on
over our education. g piects that mean a lot to me,
Another goal of theirs ¢, ch a5 my music. Finally, |
was that they wanted hin that one of the best experi-
our family to be Very - onces has been the friends that
close, and they felt e made Through homeschool-
that homeschooling g | have been involved in many
was a great way to gifferent programs where | have
accomplish  these ot 5 wide variety of friends.
goals. From the be- gome have been a lot like me,
ginning, they were  hile others have been a lot dif-
careful not to deprive forant  Homeschooling has had
us either in our edu- 5 ;s and downs. But over all,

c_at|on or in our social 'm gad that | have been
life. We began meet-
homeschooled.

ing regularly with
other homeschoolers
with whom we went
on field trips, studied

different  subjects,
and, sometimes just
had fun. Starting

around the time when
I was in Jr. High, our

family became involved in some
homeschooling co-ops. These are
places where the students can
enroll in classes that meet once
or, at the most, twice a week.
This helps support homeschool
families in several ways. First,
the parents dont need to worry



Retirement Journal Jay Anema

When | retired from Boeing in December of 1994 Teher ure in meeting someone who had survived a heatlatt
gave me an empty book with a note suggesting itldvou was in turn so very pleasing to a most appreciafiee.

be fun to keep a journal of each day for the 1stiryed  Captain Bhang invited us to come again at any tame
my retirement. That book was filled by May 31, 1995to bring family members too. He promised to send Te

with an entry that | was still reading "Of HumanrBe  the tapes of Wilma's call and the response actiVied
age". Knowing of Verna Alberda's Dad, who has jourtold me later that of all the places we have beshot
naled most of his adult life, inspired me to keepgether, this one was the best. We had lunch afl tie

going, so | bought another empty book. It's nowrd0  Tung Restaurant in the International District.
years later and Volume XII will soon be full. Heseone

of my recent journal entries for 2005: We usually lunch on Wednesdays and often link tihve
visit to a place of interest. Places we have dsf@me
Wed Jul 20- On May 14 | bought a Fire Dept. Calh€e more than once) include: The Museum of Flight, Bgei
ter tour at North Seattle Christian School's fuaging  Tour Center, The Museum of Flight Restoration Cente
auction thinking that might interest my friend Tedand Bob Hammer's Me-262 reproduction operation at
Triezenberg. Ted was himself the subject of a 94ll ¢ Paine Field along with Ray Immik, The Coast Guard
10 years ago when he suffered a stroke. Ironisgign ~ Museum, The Miltary Museum at Ft Lewis, The Nardi
we arrived home from the auction the evening of Nldy Heritage Museum, Ronald Museum, Washington State
there was an email from Wilma saying Ted had atheaMuseum of History, Renton Museum of History, Mol-
attack that same day and was in the hospital. Ideoed  baks Nursery, the Burke Museum, the Tacoma Glass
then if he would be able to go to the Call Centéhw Museum, the Husky Hall of Fame, the Vintage Tele-
me. Ted did recover and could get out again so thighone Museum, The World Headquarters of Oak Harbor
morning Ted and | visited the Fire Dept. Call Cende  Freight (with Ray Immik), the Museum of History and
4th and Battery. Captain Preston Bhang welcomed umdustry, the Microsoft Museum and the Wing Luke-Mu
and taked us through the process. He introducetbus seum. We keep an eye on the P-Patch just southeof t
the 4 people on duty at the time. Unlke many otb@f  Jackson Golf course in season and out. Ted and'é ha
centers where staffing is by civilians, the Seatdater been to allthe churches of classis except tho&at-
is staffed by Fire Department personnel. They wbBk com County and Alaska to take pictures of the jd
hour shifts and may not leave the building durilh@tt for the archives of the denomination. We have dvesn
time. There are 6 call stations in the Center. Vieched  to Ballard and to Steilacoom for lunch. Any sugaess
and listened as calls came in. The people on defyt k of more placesto visit?
completely calm and asked simple and c|ear
gquestions - the precise address, what was dgoing
on and the condition of the person being cdlled
about. It just so happened that we came dyring
the shift of the man who took Wilma's 911 ¢all
on May 14, John Ellis. They played Wilma's ¢all
for us, and listening to that call made this Visit
so special for Ted. Wilma had called 911 to [say
Ted had neck pains and was not ‘with t'. The
first response was by Engine Company 39 olt of
Lake City. His heart was in atrial fibrillatign
beating 199 times per minute. They adminis-
tered oxygen and called for paramedics Wwho
were dispatched out of Greenlake. T he paramed-
ics hit him with the defibrillator and transported
him to NW Hospital. We were told the Call
Center crew rarely has someone whose life |was
saved due to their handling of the call come to
visit them. Ted and | were both impressed| by
the call center crews professionalism, the duiet o o
pride they take in their work and the obvipus $ % & (
efficiency of the operation. Their genuine pldas- ) (
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We are called by God to be channels of His Lovessarggers of His Word, and instruments of the
Holy Spirit to bring the people of Africa into tifiedlowship of Christ and His Church.
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Book Reviews

ONETUESDAY MORNING by Karen Kingsbury,
Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI, 2003, 352 pp.

BEYOND TUESDAY MORNING by Karen Kings-
bury, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, Ml, 2004, 316 pp.

Probably we all remember Tuesday morning, Sep-
tember 11, 2001, but just as many have forgotten
great events of the past, this date too may lose its
significance. Karen Kingsbury has put the realities of
September 11 in her novel One Tuesday Morning.

Here we have the story of two men Jake and Eric
whose lives are greatly changed on September 11.
What happens to their wives makes up a great deal

of the story.

Jake and Eric never knew each other, but they look
almost like identical twins. One is a fireman w orking
in New York. The other is a businessman from Cali-
fornia. Both find themselves in the south tow er of the
World Trade Center in New York on September 11.
One is killed; the other has amnesia. One lives close
to the Lord, hoping throughout his life that his wife
will come to know Jesus as her savior. The other has
abandoned his faith for business power and money.

Quite a setting and plot for a story.

We go back and forth be-
tween the homes of these
men to see the reactions of
their wives, their children, ex-
tended family, and friends.
How does God work in their
lives — interestingly! What
happens when the amnesia
wears off? How do their
wives cope?

| had a bit of a problem be-
cause | read the sequel first.
Jan gave it to me before she
put it on the shelf and | kept
looking for One Tuesday
Morning on the shelves of
the library. It wasn't checked
out either. Finally we exam-
ined the accession book and
there was not a One Tues
day Morning. Iread Beyond
Tuesday Morning first and |
don’t recommend that. | had
to buy One Tuesday Morn-
ing to have my curiosity sati-
ated.

Now to tell you about the sec-

Winerva Klungel

ond book might ruin the story of the first. Just as in
real life one meets folk he believes he'll never see
again, it happens in fiction too. What a surprise! Will
our characters be able to contend with such a situa-
tion?

This w as really interesting reading. Of course itw ent
quickly because the reader wants to know what's
next. Like most writing by Christian novelists the
truth is promoted but it doesn’t come across in a suf-
focating manner. Try to pick up the tw o books at the
same time. It won't take long to read them.

SADIE'S SONG by Linda Hall, Multnomah Publish-
ers, Sisters, OR, 2001, 301 pp.

We're hearing a lot about molesters and abusers
these days. Linda Hall focuses on these subjects in
her book, Sadie’'s Song. Sadie has a difficult life bakt
ancing w hat her husband w ants/demands, w hat her
children need, w hat she desires in relationships, and
how to develop a talent w hich her husband wants to
suppress. How can she neglect the music in her
soul? Sadie’s husband Troy has secrets that Sadie
doesn't even want to imagine. How she deals with it

all is something you will find out

when you read this timely book.

Linda Hall usually sets her books
in the Northeast U. S. — a place
she is familiar with since she
lives in Fredericton, N. B. Her
use of suspense in her novels
may make you read on to the
very end, or you may lay the
book aside for a bit to take a
breather from the mystery that

develops.




Family Focus

Carol Grant

They met at a First CRC Adult Singles bowling
event in 1985 and they now play tennis to-
gether. So it would seem that Denise and Ed
Einfeld have a common interest in sports, but
allisnot asit seems.

Ed was born in Everett, Washington and raised
in Bellingham, until his parents moved the fam-
ily to Seattle in 1966. They attended church at
Firss CRC and Ed attended Watson Groen
Christian School from first through twelfth
grades. He then went off to Dordt College.
Upon his return to Seattle in 1981, he went to
work at Peoples Bank, and worked there for the
next 7 years. Ed now works as a computer

programmer for Regence Blue Shield.

In 1987 his parents moved to Lynden.

$ 2 $% 3 41

Denise was born in Bellingham and raised in Lynden
where she attended a Christian School. Then she went
to Calvin College. Not wanting to be a nurse, but having
an interest in the medical field, she was steered to a ca-
reer as a Laboratory Technician. When she returned to
Seattle in 1985, she went to work at Lab Core in Swed-
ish Hospital where she still works. Everyone thinks De-

nise is a nurse, but she isn't.

You would think their paths might have crossed before
1985, but that didn't happen. She and Ed married in
Lynden at her home church in 1988.

Ed'sinterest in sportsisin the particpation. He lovesto

run, and he recently completed a 26-mile marathon.
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He also likes to play tennis. What you might not know
is that Ed is a juggler. He is an avid reader where his
interest lies in books on spiritual growth and apologet-
ics. Hispassion in serving the Lord iswith the ALPHA
program, but he also enjoysworking with VBS and isa
leader in the Cadets program.

Denise's interest in sports is from the sidelines where
she cheers on Ed and the boys in their efforts. How-
ever, she is beginning to learn to play tennis and is a
staunch Mariner'sfan. Denise servesthe Lord through
the Story Hour Program of Coffee Break and has also
enjoyed helpingin VBS. She enjoys reading Christian
ficion and mysteries.

They have two boys. Travis is 14, and his interests
lean towards computer games and World War |l His
tory. Asa ninth grader, he is starting EPIC this year.

Kyle, whose birthday was July 7th, is now twelve. He
is starting MAC and he is interested in electronic
games, baseball and Garfield.

The Einfelds have a cat named Harry! They say he
came to them with that name.




