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"I rejoiced with those who 
said to me, let us go to 
the house of the Lord." 
Ps. 122:1 
 
"Every day they contin-
ued to meet together in 
the temple courts. They 
broke bread in their 
homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere 
hearts, praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all 
the people." Acts 2:46-47 
 
Hebrew Scriptures (Old 
Testament) referred to 
the Temple in Jerusalem 
as The House.  It is here 
where the presence of 
God lived, and because 
of God’s presence there 
was much joy when fol-
lowers went up to The 
House to worship. It was 
an epic event to gather 
with others, to hear the 
stories of God’s work in 
their l ives, and to be 
transformed by the very 
presence of God. 
 
In middle eastern culture 
the home was and is a 
place of hospitality.  The 
focal point of the home 
was a community gather-
ing place where the fam-
ily story was told over and 
over as a meal was 
served.  The table was 
always open to anyone 
who needed a meal or 

community.  It was 
in a home where the 
first church gath-
ered.  �
�
As we have prayed 
and listened to God 
for what he has 
been doing in our 
lives and in Seattle, 
the idea of call ing our 
church The House 
formed in our hearts 
and minds. This new 
church, The House will 
be a place where we 
share our life stories, 
and grow to better un-
derstand how our story 
fits into the larger story 
of God.  It wil l also be 
a place where we live 
life together, and bless 
the community around 
us.  It is our dream that 
the communities in 
which we live will be 
transformed in order to 
give the communities a 
foretaste of what they 
will be when Jesus 
comes again to make 
all things new.  

The picture you see 
above was created by 
Kirk Ziegler a friend of 
Brian’s from High 
School.  He is involved 
in graphic arts and 
computer web design.  
The picture is based 
on a young girl ’s art 

work.  While she was 
listening to Brian share 
the vision of The 
House during a church 
service, she drew this 
picture.  On top of the 
picture she wrote the 
word, yes.  The girl ’s 
mother gave us the 
picture telling us it was 
the first picture and 
first word her daughter 
ever drew  or wrote.  
She told us to keep it 
as a confirmation of 
what God is doing in 
our l ives.   

 

We continually experi-
ence moments where 
we are humbled by the 
power and goodness 
of Jesus Christ.  As we 
continue on in this 
work, we find deep joy 
in hearing the stories 
of people’s l ives and 
sharing the truth about 
Jesus in word and 
deed.�

The House  

The Blue Print 

* P lease pray for our summer conver-
sation series.  We are meeting this 
summer on Sunday evenings to 
gather and dream about what a new 
church would look like in Seattle.   
This is the beginning stage of 
bringing people together to form a 
core team. 

* Pray for a hedge of protection 
around the people God is calling to 
join the team starting The House. 

* This summer we are spending some 
time  in the communities of Ra-
venna and Wedgwood meeting 
with area churches, community 
leaders, and other various agencies 
interviewing them in order to build 
connections and grow in our under-
standing of the communities.  We 
are also interviewing various indi-
viduals who live in the community.  
This has been a wonderful experi-
ence, and we look forward to fur-
ther conversations. 

* We are blessed by the opportunities 
we have in our apartment complex.  
From the Book Club to the Art 
Walk, to random conversations in 
the fitness room.  God has opened 
many doors for us to 
share our faith and 
life mission. 
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(See Devotional on page 4) 
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president of the board of directors, gave us a tour of the 
“house” and two others served us a delicious lunch. We 
were also given a lot of information about our legisla-
tors. Actually, we may have planned too much– we 
would have liked more time at the Daniel’s House! But 
we also had a tour of the Governor’s Mansion, which is 
only possible on Wednesdays. That too was an interest-
ing tour because it is one of the older historical build-
ings of our state. Our trip ended about 3:30 P.M. when 
we returned to the church parking lot. At that time each 
of the women was given a study book on Daniel. 

 What comes to your mind when one speaks of 
Daniel? A prophet? A book of the Old Testament? A 
person who dares to witness? Hopefully, the Women’s 
Tuesday afternoon Bible Study will have more to say 
about Daniel after the next Bible study session, which 
will begin in September. 

We usually meet twice a month – the first and 
third Tuesdays. We have not yet set a firm schedule, but 
watch the weekly church bulletin. It was difficult to 
choose a book of the Bible for our study because our 
group has been in existence so long and we find our-
selves doing books over again. However, that is not bad 
because we don’t ever come to the place where we 

know it all! We have chosen 
Daniel for our study because we 
like to switch from one testa-
ment to the other. Some books 
are too short to keep us busy for 
the entire year, and we like to 
focus on one. Perhaps it de-
pends on the matter of getting a 
good study guide. The women 
prefer to have explanations of 
passages as well as questions 
they can answer. I still have one 
unclaimed study guide and can 
get others if anyone wishes to 
join our group. 

On June 7, Women’s Afternoon Bible Study ended 
our 2005-2006 session with an outing to Olympia. The 
incentive for this trip was a brochure and report from 
friends about DANIEL’S HOUSE. This is a house of 
prayer for Washington State that is located within view 
of the Capitol building. The organizers have modeled 
the “house” after the house of prayer in Washington 
D.C. The idea is to have prayer warriors at all times to 
follow the teaching of the scripture as found in I Timo-
thy 2:1-2. Because we know the prophet Daniel was a 
man of prayer in a culture intolerant of a life dedicated 
to God, the name for this house is very appropriate. He 
lived in an environment not that much different from 
our own. We were very impressed with the facility and 
hope to return by ourselves or in other groups to take 
more time to pray for what goes on in Olympia. This 
would be a great trip for our young people also. 

Two of our group, Nancy and Gerry, made the 
arrangements for our visit. At 8:30 A.M.  eleven of our 
group left in the church van, which was almost filled. In 
Olympia we had some time to first look at the capitol. 
Several of the women had never been there. We had a 
delightful tour guide for the hour before we were sched-
uled to go to Daniel’s House. There Kathy Cassady, 
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Rehoboth Christian School 

Dear Friends at Seattle CRC, 
Here is our list of prayer requests: 

 
1) Last time we asked you to pray for the students in the 
accident, the high school staff, and Maria's family. We 
will give you an update on them. Maria's mother was out 
here for the week of graduation. She met with each of 
the students who were in the accident, talked to many of 
the other high school students, and participated in a 
chapel at the high school. She passed out sunflower 
seeds to the students and asked them to plant them as a 
reminder of Maria's sunny disposition. She told each of 
the other students in the accident not to feel guilty and 
assured them that they were not responsible for Maria's 
death. Her visit helped to bring healing to students and 
staff and was certainly a blessing to our community. All 
of the other students in the accident were seniors and all 
of them participated in graduation. Mag was wheeled in 
in a wheelchair but walked across the stage to accept his 
diploma. Jenny, still in a neck brace, gave the valedic-
tory address which was very touching. Pray for contin-
ued healing for Mag and Jenny.  
 
2) Since we last updated you, Pete has been struggling 
with health problems, and has been diagnosed with PMR 
(polymyalgia rheumatica). It is a treatable condition, but 
progress is slow. He has had a lot of pain and been very 
limited in what he can do. He is feeling better and is able 
to work again. He continues to struggle with pain in his 
hands and some loss of strength, but he is generally im-
proving and that is a blessing. Pray for complete recov-
ery and patience during the healing process.  
 
3) Pray for Mike Hekman who is still waiting for a heart 
transplant in California. His wife, who is a teacher, is 
with him there for the summer. Pray that the transplant 
will take place this summer and be successful.  
 
4) There are a number of major heating projects to be 
completed in the fall. This will complete the changeover 
from our 1940's central heating system to independent 
heating systems in each building on campus. We are 
thankful for the many willing volunteers who made this 
possible. Pray for a timely completion so that all the new 
heating systems are in place by the end of October.  
 
5) We are now in our rainy season and we have received 

some rain. Praise God for that and pray that it will con-
tinue so that it will decrease fire loss and revive our 
parched earth.  
 
6) Pray for the beginning of the new school year. There 
are still and number of families struggling with tuition 
payments from last year and some families trying to 
make decisions on where to send their children is com-
ing year.  
 
 Thanks so much for your continuing prayers. You are 
also a part of this mission.  
 
God bless, 

Pete and Dot Goudzwaard  
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Herb and Martha contributed the news from FLAME – 
Freedom Life African Ministries Emmanuel – in the 
May COMMUNICATOR. Since that time we have had 
two board meetings, which I attended. 
 First let me tell you about the things we get excited 
about. When Martha and Herb returned they had com-
pleted most of the items on the list so that school can 
begin. We plan to begin an evening class for mechan-
ics. You may remember that a mechanic from South 
Everett went to Guinea Bissau to train two young men 
to be teachers there. (A side issue which has encour-
aged us: Dale Boyce, the mechanic, desired to come on 
the board.)  Since he has traveled to Guinea Bissau, he 
has some interesting observations to add to our meet-
ings. We thank God for his willingness to serve. He 
also has hinted at a desire to return to GB. It is always 
wonderful to add new members to the board.  We do 
need new members to replace those who are ready to 
retire! 
 Another item mentioned last time – often mentioned – 
is the container. We now have two containers on our 
property in Canchungo and these are used for storage 
etc. We are getting ready to fill another which we will 
possibly rent because we don’t’ need to keep another 
container over there. At the close of this news I’ll give 
you a list of items we need/would like to send. You 
know we often send items which may not be directly 
needed at our school. I found some interesting anec-
dotes to show how some items are used. 
· We sent some hospital beds. Now you can figure 
out that these are not needed for our school. They were 
beds no longer used in our high tech hospitals. These 
were hand operated but they have mattresses – so those 

who are seriously ill in the hospital in Canchungo no 
longer need to lie on plywood! 
· Garden seeds bring joy and better nutrition. At one 
time Martha visited a church where the only thing 
growing in the garden were onions. She wondered why 
and was told, “It was the only seed we had.” The folks 
can hardly wait to plant the carrots and other veggies. 
· They take extra food along – canned and others, 
which will not spoil. Sometimes folks come “begging” 
– at least with a story of hardship, which may be ques-
tionable. Herb and Martha have been given a measure 
of discernment. They don’t refuse to help folks but they 
may exchange food and such for some work that needs 
to be done. 
 We have also made new videos and DVD’s. Our bro-

chure has been updated. Herb and Martha have been 
visiting churches and individuals for support. 
 Secondly, there is another side to the meetings. We 
have been most concerned about not getting adequate 
reports from the leaders in Guinea Bissau. It is so diffi-
cult to know what they are doing and how they are 
spending money. Are the items on the list left by Herb 
and Martha being accomplished? Is it time to send more 
money? And so on.  I for one have decided I’m not 
adept at understanding another culture so different from 
ours. Martha commented at our last meeting that per-
haps it is time for a fulltime missionary in Canchungo. 
An important consideration might be finding someone 
from the same culture to help. Oh, there are so many 
puzzling things! 
 Another important concern is finances. We need suffi-
cient money to carry on the operation of the school. We 
don’t only have teachers but guards, janitors, and ad-

(See Flame on page 10) 

Freedom Life African  
Ministries Emmanuel  

FLAME 
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ministrators. How can this happen? Certainly we do 
pray and many others pray with us. We thank the mem-
bers of this church for their faithful giving to FLAME! 

 
 Here is a list of items we need and hope to send via a 
container late this summer or early fall 

 

 FOR AUTO MECHANICS:   
1. Repair manuals in Portuguese 
2. Coveralls, Cintas, overalls 
3. Loose nuts and bolts 
4. Computer for CD/DVD manuals 
5. Sockets, larger than 1 inch metric 
6. Ear protection 
7. Posters of car parts – exploded views 
8. Battery charger – not just trickle type 
9. Test light – probe type  12 volt 
10. Battery cable ends 
11. Repair check lists 
12. Clip boards 
13. Welding machines. 

 
 AND OTHER:  

1. 5 blackboards & erasers 
2. Overhead projectors & transparencies 
3. Fire extinguishers(6) 
4. Computers with Windows and Office installed 
5. Mop bucket – mops (industrial size) 
6. Janitor brooms 
7. Paint brushes – all sizes 
8. First aid kits (4) for classrooms 
9. Free standing flag stands for each classroom (4) 
10. Large bulletin board for the whole school; cork, 
3’x4’ bulletin board with stick pins for office. 

 
 We still haven’t the proper place for storing the sup-
plies because the container company will not pick up at 
a private property as they have done. It was so handy to 
fill the huge building at the Reynolds - cannot do that 
now! 
 I’m sure you can see many ways to pray, but let me list 
a few: 
· Thank  God that the school building is ready for 

(Flame continued from page 9) 

We are called by God to be channels of His Love, messengers of His Word, and instruments of the 

Holy Spirit to bring the people of Africa into the fellowship of Christ and His Church. 
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occupancy! 
· Pray that the instructors who come forward may 
live truly Christ-like lives as well as have insights into 
the material they are sharing. Classes begin now! 
· Pray for wisdom and efficiency for the FLAME 
board. 
· Pray for the country and leaders of Guinea Bissau. 
May there be an atmosphere of integrity and honesty 
and compassion. May the political situation be stabi-
lized. 
· Pray for wisdom for our missionaries as they deal 
with the African way of life. Give them patience and 
good health, safety, and a servant heart. 
· Pray for students to be eager to learn skills and re-
ceive information about Jesus. Pray that Guineans may 
be able to establish their own industries. 
· Pray that funds - $57,000 for the remainder of the 
year -may be available to meet our budget. 
· Thanks to our God for foiling an attempt to steal 
equipment. Prayer for protection for our guards. 
· Pray wisdom for Tiago and Pastor Chenda as they 
oversee the school in its beginning operations 

 -Submitted by Winerva Klungel, Secretary of the 
FLAME Board 
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(See Bulletins on page 12) 

Jay Anema Ye Olde 
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She was amazing and I can’t tell you how many chil-
dren she adopted so they could be schooled and help 
her and also to protect little girls from being “sold” by 
parents to old men. The men liked many wives to do 
their work. 
She began one school and when that failed she tried 
another. She was often disappointed because children 
sent to America to be schooled didn’t return to help 
her. She was called home by the “church” when she 
was 64 because she was “too old” to carry on. She felt 
God had called her and “If I had a thousand lives, I 
would give them all to God for Africa.” She helped 
start hundreds of churches in the jungle though some 
people thought she should work in Monrovia. She did 
so much and kept going until she was 100. She was 
given many accolades – especially from the people of 
Liberia, where she worked for more than fifty years. 
But the end is sad, Liberia has a civil war and . . . . 
 EVEN NOW by Karen Kingsbury, Zondervan, 
Grand Rapids, MI., 2005, 340 pp. 
All readers seem to enjoy the books by Karen Kings-
bury. Here is 
another delight-
ful one with yet 
another family 
issue. In fact 
there is more 
than one. 
Two young peo-
ple from “good” 
families, where 
the parents are 
best fr iends, 
become too inti-
mate too soon. 
This breaks up 
the families 
c o mp le t e l y , 
though the teen-
agers are sure 
they will be to-
gether and raise 
their child. However, the parents can’t face having 
their children marred for life so they move from their 
comfortable homes in Chicago and really split. Some-
one sees to it that Shane and Lauren will not see each 
other again. So what happens to baby Emily? Lauren 
believes her baby died and goes on with her career. Of 
course matters do change, but only after many strug-
gles. I’m sure you will want to read this story! 

(See Book Reviews on page 16) 

Last COMMUNICATOR (May 2006) I began by telling 
about Bruce Olson, the self appointed (yes, called by 
God) missionary to the Indians of South America. George 
and I enjoyed his story along the way as we traveled from 
home. On our return we read another story about a mis-
sionary called by God. This time we went with the daugh-
ter of slaves, back to Africa. I’m not sure which one had 
the most problems. This story is about Eliza Davis 
George, who grew up in Texas. It’s amazing what stam-
ina she had! 
WHEN GOD SAYS GO by Lorry Lutz, Discovery 

House, Grand 
Rapids, MI., 2002, 
236 pages. 
Eliza Davis is well 
educated for a 
black girl. She 
works in a college 
until she feels the 
call to go to Africa 
and bring the good 
news to her people 
there. What a 
struggle! It’s most 
difficult to get 
anyone to back 
her. Imagine trav-
eling by ship in 
1913. Imagine go-
ing to the jungle 
where no one 
speaks your lan-
guage. She went 

without the promise of funds. She prayed a lot. She did 
her travel by ankle power – walked for miles. The walk I 
remember the best was 120 miles along the coast to Mon-
rovia for money she hoped would be there. It wasn’t – 
because it had taken her so long that the money gram had 
been returned to New York. Money was a problem when 
she did get it, too, because she was easily talked out of it 
before she would have a chance to settle any debts. 

In the Library-Along the Way 
   -Book Reviews by Winerva Klungel 
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 A few months ago I introduced you to the CHRONI-
CLES OF THE KINGS! A series by 
Lynn Austin. Now I’ve tried to struggle through book 
four in the series. 
FAITH OF MY FATHERS, by Lynn Austin, Bethany 
House, Bloomington, MN, 2006, 311 pp. 
Surprise! I enjoyed this book after all. The first part 
seems to focus on Manasseh, the boy king who is bitter 
because God brought an early death on his father, good 

king Hezekiah! 
However, most 
of the story deals 
with Manasseh’s 
boyhood friend 
w h o  w a s 
schooled with 
Manasseh and 
trained to be his 
Secretary Gen-
eral. But life has 
i t s  t e rr i b l e 
changes. Manas-
seh gets into sor-
cery and becomes 
friends with Ze-
rah, a pawn of 
the devil. As I 
say, the story is 
about Joshua, 
known to Manas-
seh as “Ox”. 

What happens to Joshua, his father, and the rest of his 
family is most intriguing. They need to flee to Moab for 
their lives. Joshua wonders what to do with his life – he 
has been schooled as a politician and knows little about 
manual labor. His brother Jerimoth can carry on in the 
trade of their grandfather and this goes well. Joshua 
leaves behind his love and feels the need to go back to 
Jerusalem for her. How will he escape the anger and 
treachery of Manasseh? He does escape again and 
brings with him many others who are in danger. Will 
Joshua’s faith prevail through all these hardships? He 
has some important meetings with a man of God who 
puts Joshua on the right track. 
I suggest first reading the other books in the series. It 
may also be handy to have your Bible near to check the 
questions you have about – Is this in the Bible? What is 
truth and what is totally fiction? 
 SAVING ALICE  by David Lewis, Bethany House, 
Minneapolis, MN, 2005, 346 pp. 

This book was given me to read on our trip. I did read 
it, but I would hope someone else would make a report 
on it. There are hosts of family problems and I ended up 
having a problem figuring it all out! Maybe because I 
was on vacation, I didn’t concentrate enough. Anyone 
ready to try it and straighten me out? (I pushed the book 
on to Claire Jonkman.) 
 EMERALD WINDOWS  by Terri Blackstock, Zon-
dervan, Grand Rapids, MI., 2001, 252 pp. 
“Along the way” I picked up many books to read – no 
way could I read them all – some were from daughter 
Carmen, others were stored in the garage at Hildred’s; 
but now, I think both George and I could read 24 hours 
a day for the rest 
of the year. 
One of the books 
I did read I will 
leave in the 
church library. In 
the library we 
already have sev-
eral books by 
Blackstock and 
this is a “cute” 
book most of you 
could read in an 
evening. 
A talented young 
lady, Brooke 
Mart in, runs 
away from her 
home town be-
cause of a scan-
dal which accus-
ers her of having an affair with her art teacher. Years 
later she returns to create stained glass windows for a 
church in her hometown. People are unkind and have 
not put the scandal to rest. Even her family believes the 
rumors. Now should she remain and do the windows? 
She does and in the process learns not to run away again 
and learns to run to and with God. An interesting di-
lemma – the artwork for the windows is designed by 
Nick Marcello, the teacher who was fired after the scan-
dal these many years before.  
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for eleven years.   
Lydia was a world traveler growing up and feels 
she wants to continue traveling even with the birth 
of Maraike on December 14, 2004.  They are hop-
ing to return to France perhaps next year even 
though they understand travel is not quite as easy 
with a baby in tow.  They have been to Belgium, 
Holland, France, Hawaii, The Bahamas, Italy, 
Greece, Turkey and the Dominican Republic, but 
not necessarily together.  You can ask them who 
has been where to find out more about their adven-
tures.   
Stamping and scrapbooking as well as collecting, 
reading and using cookbooks are things that Lydia 
tries to continue even with an active toddler.  Mi-
chael’s interests are more seasonal, as yard work in 
good weather and updating their 1925 Craftsman 
house keeps him busy.  In the winter he loves to 
read Historical Fiction.  For him a good red wine, 
tomatoes, garlic and rustic bread make the ideal 
meal.  He is into perfecting a great pizza and trying 
out new wines, which they love to do together.   
Lydia belongs to a book club and is reading “Girl 
with the Pearl Earring” by Tracie Chevalier.  
“Ghost Riders”, by Sharon McCrumb, and “Life of 
Pi” by Yann Mitel are also recent reads.  Michael 
is reading “Blue Like Jazz”, by Donald Miller and 
“Flags of our Fathers” by James Bradley, which 
has to do with World War II, one of his interests.  
Working in the nursery, doing the communion 
setup, and Coffee Break are areas that Lydia helps 
with.  Michael heads up Stephen Ministries and is 
a former Deacon.  He also is one of Philip’s 
Friends and they both enjoy Household Fellowship 
group.   
Baby Maraike is learning to talk and one of the 
words she has learned to repeat is “No.”  However 
recently she was caught behind the couch, a for-
bidden place and upon being discovered she said 
“No, No”!  The word took on its real meaning in 
her baby mind!   Watch out Mom and Dad! 
The household is complete with cat, Elsa, who as 
of yet fights off Maraike’s attempts at friendship. 
I suggest you get together with this fascinating 
couple and fill in some of the details of their life 
and interests. 

(Family Focus continued from page 18) 

The custodian of a church quit and the pastor of the 
church asked the young church organist if she would be 
able to also do the job of cleaning the church sanctu-
ary.  The organist thought for a while before she an-
swered, "Do you mean that I now have to mind my 
keys and pews?"  
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Lydia was born in Bellflower and grew up in Corona, 
California.  Michael was born in Harvey and grew up in 
South Holland, Illinois.  Lydia’s parents were dairy 
farmers who eventually moved to Lynden, Washington, 
when Lydia was in the eighth grade.  Michael’s Mom 
was a homemaker and his dad was an engineer who 
served in WWII. 
Both went to colleges in the Midwest; she attended Cal-
vin College while he was at Trinity. They met in Chi-
cago, because they were the only two art majors in an 
intern program through their colleges. They were con-
stantly running into each other at the same internship 
interviews.  However, they didn’t start dating until they 
had taken jobs in two different cities.  Thus, they car-
ried on a relationship from a distance of 165 miles, put-
ting over 25,000 miles on both of their cars to do so.  
Once they figured this long distance relationship would 
work, they married and lived in Lansing, Illinois, for 
two years. Pure bliss says Michael! Michael would 
have been content to stay in the Midwest for the rest of 
his life, but they came to Lynden for a second reception 
after their wedding, and once he saw the beauty of the 
Northwest he was hooked.  After they paid off their car, 
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there was nothing to keep them tied to the Midwest. 
They moved here in 1995.  However, there is a hook to 
this event as well.  Michael moved here in September 
of 1994 and lived with Lydia’s parents in Lynden, until 
he found a job and settled in.  Lydia lived with his folks 
back in Illinois until Michael was ready for her to come 
out in May of 1995.   
 Once here they visited this church and were invited by 
Leann Bakker to a Couples Club meeting at Carol and 
Steve DeKoekkoek’s house.  They have been members 

(See Family Focus on page 17) 

Family Focus 
Carol Grant 

MICHAEL AND LYDIA VAN 
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