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I have been asked to relate some of our travel adven-
tures for the Communicator.  In order to do this, I 
need to explain our particular mode of travel which is 
somewhat unorthodox.  We always back-packed in 
our working years’ vacations.  We made many 14-day 
trips in the Cascade Mountains.  The children loved it 
and we became rather proficient in this way of travel.  
Backpacking in the sixties and seventies was some-
what different from what it is today.  Homemade 
backpacks, heavy sleeping bags, bulk food, and tarps 
for cover were the norm.  It was a good introduction 
and it made us appreciate the niceties of today. 

I retired at the age of sixty.  I know this is 
early, but both Tryni and I started fulltime work after 
grade school.  Our first “after retirement” backpacking 
trip was to Nepal in 1980.  It was a two-month trip.  It 
was difficult:  poor food and a lot of climbing be-
tween 12- and 17,000 feet elevation on so-so trails, 
but it was absolutely wonderful.  We went back to Ne-
pal in 1985 and Tryni and our daughter, Teresa, back-
packed in Nepal in 1993.  Since most of our travels 
include backpacking, we carry all our needs in a com-
fortable pack.  It keeps your hands free which you 
need in talking a foreign language.  We keep the 
weight down to about 45 pounds.  We carry a small 
mountain tent (6 pounds), two lightweight sleeping 
bags which can be zipped together to keep warm in 
cold weather and to encourage romance, two three-
quarter length sleeping pads, clothing for warm and 
cold weather, rain, or snow (this is very tricky).  We 
carry four or five days worth of lightweight, simple 
food, two small pots, and two large aluminum mugs 
for coffee, tea, soup, stew, or oatmeal.  For cooking 
we use a small stove which burns gasoline or kerosene 
since the latter is available at times in places where 
petrol is not to be found.  For footwear we carry 
sneakers for “dress” and keep our boots on all the 
time.  Some paperback books, maps, a compass, and 
an altimeter complete our outfit.  This arrangement 
has served us well under a variety of interesting cir-
cumstances. 

So, now our trip to New Zealand.  Our daugh-
ter, Teresa, encouraged us to see this country in which 

she had traveled and worked several times, finding it 
a wonderful land to visit.  Another good reason is the 
reversed season.  Our winter is their summer, so one 
could leave the wet and cold Washington state and 
enjoy a second summer.  New Zealand is situated 
about 1000 miles southeast of Australia and is about 
the size of Great Britain with a population of just 
over 4 million.  The landscape is diverse from green 

rolling hills in the North Island to the snowcapped 
mountains and lakes in the south.  There are over 
700 offshore islands, most of which are small and 
within 30 miles of the coast, making this an ideal 
place for boating enthusiasts. 

(See New Zealand on page 7) 
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New Zealand is a multicultural nation with 
three quarters of the population European, mostly 
British origin, with Maori and the Pacific peoples the 
minority.  We purchased an open-ended return ticket 
with a 90 days visa, giving flexibility regarding the 
return date.  This leads me to the issue of reserva-
tions: we never make reservations.  They are a 
handicap to travel.  They force one to be at a certain 
place by a certain time, so freedom is lost.  Many 
times we have left a bus or train and made a stop 
over an interesting place or by a fellow traveler’s 
suggestion. 

To investigate and find a place to stay can be 
interesting all by itself.  Besides, unusual events are, 
at times, funny.  I remember coming by train from 
Italy.  We arrived in Paris on the very day the semi-
final world soccer game was played.  Of course, no 
room was to be found.  Wandering the street, I 
stopped by a bar and asked the bartender for help, 
since he should know the neighborhood.  Looking at 
our backpacks, he said, “We have a small room up-
stairs you can have.”  Bingo!  The bed, or rather the 
spring mattress with badly sagging, visible springs, 
was better than spending the night at the railway sta-
tion.  There was not enough room to place the mat-
tress on the floor which we have done at times.  The 
next morning when we were dressing, Tryni started 
to laugh.  To my question what was so funny, she 
said, “You have a perfect spring pattern on your 
butt.”  (The common are forgotten; the unusual re-
membered.) 

Now, back to New Zealand.  We made a stop 
on Fiji Island for three days to break up the 14 hour 
flight and landed at the Auckland airport on the 
North Island.  At customs, the bottoms of our boots 
were inspected and our packs examined.  We were 
asked where we last had used our tent and answered, 
“The U.S.”  Our tent was promptly shaken out for 
possible soil dust.  The New Zealand authorities are 
very careful regarding the introduction of foreign 
plant or animal life.  They have dearly paid for the 
neglect in days past since many importations, either 
accidentally or by design, have become a nuisance or 
even a plague, such as rats introduced by Captain 
Cook’s ship, opossum by the Polynesians, and rab-

(New Zealand continued from page 6) bits by the British who brought them over as 
“bunnies.”  Some other imports, however, have been 
very beneficial, such as the pine tree, elk and deer 
which are raised for venison and, of course, sheep 
who can be found everywhere and are the mainstay 
of the economy. 

We wandered through the town and found a 
place to stay for a few days.  We soon noticed the 
relaxed pace in life and living.  After ordering our 
lunch, we waited and waited.  Finally, our simple 
lunch was served.  We learned to order the specialty 
of the day, but even this made little difference.  Only 
one time for breakfast we were served our food in a 
few minutes.  I could not resist making a remark to 
the waitress who said, “Oh, our boss is an American 
and he is always pushing…”  We traveled on the 
North Island by train or bus.  Most bus drivers were 
willing to stop for us at possible campsites.  We tried 
to stay away from tourist attractions and the staged 
Maori dance demonstrations.  The fishing villages, 
with small, inexpensive hotels, gave us a break from 
tenting.  Since the coastline is often rocky, the 
beaches are small with the exception of the beach on 
the North Cape which is 90 miles long and is backed 

by enormous sand dunes.  We walked to the very tip 
of the island, the North Cape. To the left, west, is the 
Tasman Sea and to the right is the mighty Pacific.  
We noticed a tide rip and a change of color between 
the bodies of water just as Captain James Cook noted 
as he rounded this very cape on the Endeavor in 
1769.  He wrote in his journal:  “…having not gained 
one inch to windward this last 24 hours which is a 

(See New Zealand on page 8) 
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great proof that there must be a current setting to the 
eastward.  The point of land I have called ‘North 
Cape.’”  I remembered reading these journals as a 
teenager and found the 4-volume journals still avail-
able in our library system.  Abel Tasman, on his way 
to the Pacific Islands, discovered this island first in 
1642, but since he was, in particular Dutch fashion, 
after commerce, did not land.  Cook, however, circum-

navigated both islands and landed at many 
places which are named after this famous sailor 
and discoverer.  We found New Zealand a de-
lightful place to travel.  We ate a lot of mutton 
and lamb, so when we at one time found 
“hogget” on the menu and expected pork, it 
turned out to be either very young sheep or very 
old lamb.  To us, it all tasted like mutton. 

On the seashore, while camping and 
cooking for ourselves, we could always find 
mussels on rocky outcrops.  We eat mussels 
often in Seattle, but there is no comparison in 
taste.  Fruit and vegetables were often available 
on roadstands, a box for money, and help yourself.  
We attended several church services and were asked 
by one pastor for dinner.  The family took us to a mar-
ket where we had dinner (on Sunday).  At that time, 
this was rather daring.  Most of the population is of 
British decent but many had immigrated from other 
countries, including a good number from Holland. 

People were friendly and easy to talk to.  I had 
a funny discussion with a Chinese lady.  She was look-
ing at melons in which I was also interested.  She 
looked at me and asked, “Are you married?”  I nodded 

(New Zealand  continued from page 7) and said, “Yes.”  She then asked, “Are you a good 
husband?”  Again I said, “Yes, I am.”  “Well,” she 
said in Chinese, “we have the saying ‘Good hus-
bands make good melon pickers,’ so would you pick 
a melon for me?”  Since I did not want my reputation 
damaged all over China by picking an unripe melon, 
I asked her, “Don’t you have a good husband?”  She 
said, “He is good, but not good enough to pick mel-
ons.” 

After three weeks on the North Island, it was 
time to travel to the South, which is different in 
many ways.  We used the train service to Wel-
lington and arrived there ten minutes after the 
ferry left (by design?).  We stayed at one of the 
B&B strategically located close to the ferry dock 
where, the next morning, we were served a typi-
cal British breakfast:  fried eggs, fried sausage, 
fried tomatoes, and fried bread.  This is a lot to 
handle for us “oatmeal people.”  We had planned 
to travel the South Island by a combination of 

hiking and tenting, using the bus system for transpor-
tation.  This system had served us well on many 
trips.  On the ferry, crossing the Cook Strait, we 
talked to some people who recommended traveling 
the South Island with a small camper, available for 
rent in Christ Church.  We planned to look into it, 
but realized a whole lot of problems would come up 
since we never had rented a car outside of the U.S.  
The pros and cons of this mode of travel next time. 
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HI.  My name is Mindy Honcoop.  I am the grand-
daughter of Shirley & Henry Wind, and the daughter of 
Cindy Roberts.  I was raised in the First Seattle 
Christian Reformed Church and attended Shoreline 
Christian.  My husband and I now attend Calvary 
Fellowship in Mountlake Terrace, but still have many 
dear friends & family members at First Seattle.  
Norm and several others in your congregation prayed 
for me during a recent mission trip I took in Greece 
with Hellenic Ministries.  This mission effort was 
entitled, “Operation Joshua 2”.  Norm asked me if I 
would like to write an article for the communicator 
summarizing my trip. I was very excited for this op-
portunity as I had prayed for God to provide opportu-
nities for me to share my experiences in Greece with 
others as many are not aware of the great need for mis-
sions there.   

Hellenic Ministries (HM) is an international, non-
denominational Greek missionary society following in 
the steps of the Apostle Paul.  HM beckons God's peo-

ple every-
where to 
consider the 
same Mace-
donian call 
that drew 
Paul in AD 
40 to this 
spi r i tual ly 
needy land.  
HM seeks 
to serve 
C h r i s t 
throughout 

Greece, the Balkans and the Eastern Mediterranean 
through evangelism, discipleship and church planting.  
HM's other ministries include regular programs for 
youth, newspaper evangelism, love meals for the poor 
and disenfranchised, and a maritime ministry using the 
17 meter (55 ft) sailboat, Morning Star.  HM promotes 
world missions from Greece and prays for many 
Greeks to catch the vision.  Greece is in a strategic 
geographical location for launching out into the former 
communist countries of Eastern Europe, as well as to 
North Africa and the Middle East.  It is also a stepping 

stone for migrants traveling west.  Athens has seen a 
tremendous influx of refugees, bringing a unique op-

portunity to 
minister to these 
people.  HM’s 
desire is to see 
outreach accom-
plished through 
a close working 
r e l a t i o n s h i p 
wi th  Greek 
E v a n g e l i c a l 
c h u r c h e s 
t h r o u g h o u t 

Greece. Through a cooperative approach, more can be 
done towards a common goal of bringing the light of 
God's Word to Greece, strengthening the Evangelical 
community as a whole.  

OPERATION JOSHUA is HM’s effort to facilitate a 
Bible distribution program throughout the entire na-
tion of Greece. These bibles are stamped with the ap-
proval of the Orthodox Church.  It was birthed out of 
the desire to see all of Greece canvassed systemati-
cally with the Gospel, reaching the thousands of cit-
ies, isolated towns and rural villages for Christ. Op-
eration Joshua 2 follows three successful Bible distri-
bution projects. Greece's eighty inhabited islands 
were covered during the Olympic Games in Greece in 
2004 and again during a second event in 2006. In 
2008, 100 young people, together with the local 
Evangelical church, distributed 40,000 Bible pack-
ages covering the entire southern province of Ilia with 
its 178 villages. Thus far 120,000 hard-bound New 
Testaments have been delivered door-to-door.  Opera-
tion Joshua aims to distribute an initial 1,000,000 Bi-
bles to the doorstep of each home throughout Greece 
in the upcoming years.  This summer, Operation 
Joshua 2 aimed to distribute 45,000 New Testaments 
to 300 villages in the Greek province of Messenia. 

Many people wonder why all this effort is needed in 
Greece, since the national religion of Greece is Ortho-
dox.  While the people of Greece may be Orthodox in 
religion and practice, the majority of the people don’t 

(See Ministries on page 13) 
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know the message of salvation and God’s saving 
Grace.  Here are some interesting facts: 

· Greece's population is 11 million. 
· 2/3 of the New Testament was written to the 
Greeks of the early church, or written by a Greek! 
· There are less than 75 missionaries today serving 
the spiritual needs of the Greek citizens. 
· Greece is considered the neediest mission field in 
Europe including the former Eastern bloc countries 
and Albania! 
· Evangelicals only number 20,000 (which is 0.18% 
of the population). 
· Today in Greece, only a few historical evangelical 
churches operate with a valid church permit. 
· Despite a guarantee of religious freedom as a 
member of the European Union, people continue to be 
detained by the police for proclaiming the gospel. 
· It has only been since 1988 that the Greek people 
have had a modern translation of the Bible. The 
'Living Word' was translated and published through 
HM. (Since that time, other translations have become 
available.) 
· The Orthodox Church doesn’t encourage the peo-
ple to read the bible, and the majority of Greek citi-
zens do not own a bible. 

The majority of Greek citizens view other Chris-
tian Protestant/Evangelical churches as here-
tics and that the Orthodox Church is the only 
true Church. 

Operation Joshua 2 consisted of a large group of peo-
ple from all over the world; 17 countries were repre-

(Ministries continued from page 12) sented.  We were divided up into 14 teams.  During 
the day we would distribute bibles with our teams in 
the region we were assigned, and in the evening we 
would all meet together for a church service.  Our 
speaker each evening was Tom Mahairas from City 
Vision.  The first night of the mission trip set the tone 
for the week ahead.  Tom encouraged us with power-
ful testimony of how handing out Christian literature 
(especially entire New Testaments!) can work power-
ful miracles in the lives of those who receive them.  
He even shared “unbelievable” stories of dogs carry-
ing the word and birds building nests from torn pages 
of the Gospels which resulted in souls coming to 
know the saving grace of Jesus Christ.  

Each of the next six bible distribution days was full of 
stories of both blessing and opposition.  Many teams 
experienced genuine Greek hospitality and thanksgiv-
ing for the bibles, while others encountered the police 
after a neighborhood was very upset about what was 
happening and one member was taken in by the police 
for interrogation. Other teams reported receiving big 
smiles and hugs of encouragement for the great work 
they were doing, while others dealt with angry shouts 
and people ripping up pages of the Bible or throwing 
them away right in front of them.  There were three 
Orthodox priests in Kalamata who praised the great 
work we were doing, while at the same time, a con-
demning newspaper article and several negative radio 
announcements went out about us from the Orthodox 
State Church.  The stories of the disciples in the New 
Testament are more real to me now.  I better under-
stand the rejection they received, as well as the grati-
tude.  Although out of all the teams, mine was the one 
to receive mostly rejection.  I even came close to be-
ing escorted into the local police station of a village in 
which I was distributing bibles.  However, after a brief 
prayer my team leader (a Greek speaker) came driving 
around the corner of the building, and pulled in be-
tween myself and the oncoming- upset police officer, 
and smoothed everything over. There are times people 
were very thankful, and other times people called me a 
heretic and demon child.  Many people were suspi-
cious and thought we were Jehovah’s witnesses who 
are very prominent within Greece.  Some of the priests 
we encountered told us that we were doing the true 
Christian work, and that the Orthodox Church should 

(See Ministries on page 14) '����
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follow in our example, while other priests yelled at us 
and called us heretics.   

Many of the villages we visited were very remote and 
accessible only by dirt 
roads.  One of the 
teams debated about 
whether or not to visit 
one of the remote 
towns as they had 
heard only 1 person 
remained living there.  
They decided to go as 
they felt God’s call to 
reach all Greek peo-
ple with his word.  
They went out and 
met that 1 remaining 
person who invited 
them into her home to 

eat & talk.  After speaking with her for 30 minutes she 
made the decision to pray & accept Jesus Christ into 
her life.  There are countless other stories I could 
share of how seeds were planted in the lives of many, 
of how the Lord provided answers to prayer, and how 
a few came to know Christ.  At the end of the mission 
trip we were able to distribute 44,091 Greek hard-
bound New Testaments within the province of 
Messenia.  

 

 Even though my mission trip is over, there is still 
more work to be done in Greece.  I would ask each of 
you to keep Greece in your prayers.  Please pray for 
the following:  

For Hellenic Ministries and their efforts within 
Greece.  Also, pray for provisions to be made 
as Hellenic Ministries still has a large bill to 
pay to cover all of the Bibles distributed thus 
far.  They are in need of 74,147 Euros still to 
pay for Bibles in 2 installments - end of Oct & 
end of Nov  

For a revival within the Protestant/Evangelical 
churches currently in Greece to see the need to 
join in the mission efforts within the country.   

For Christians around the world to become aware 
of the need for missions in Greece and get in-

(Ministries continued from page 13) volved. 

For the many seeds which were planted this sum-
mer to grow and foster a Christian revival 
within Greece. 

These experiences made me realize how easy it is in 
America to fall 
asleep as a 
Christian and 
become comfort-
able in the day to 
day tasks of our 
lives.  In a blink 
we can drift far 
from the plan 
God originally 
called us to be-
cause we fell 
asleep.   If we 

fall asleep I believe that we are missing out on the 
call Christ has made to all Christians to go and make 
disciples and be fishers of men. That may not be a 
call to go to Greece, but it may be a call to speak to 
your next door neighbor or to the person in front of 
you in the super market.  We cannot fully experience 
what God has in store for us until we surrender the 
driver’s seat of our lives 100% to Christ.  I didn’t re-
alize until I lost my job in March that I had been 
lulled asleep by my daily routine.  Being laid off was 
the best thing that could happen to me, because I 
have ever since then had to place myself into Christ’s 
call for me daily.  It is invigorating to be back on 
track and seeing what he has in store for me, things 
like a mission trip to Greece which he brought to my 
attention after the lay off and provided the means to 
attend within 1 month of the trip! I see God at work 
around me now in ways that I was missing before.  I 
also realized that my goal is to not seek comfort here 
on earth, but that my time to rest will be when God 
calls me to my final home next to him in heaven.  If 
you are interested in knowing more about missions in 
Greece or would like to learn more about my trip, 
please feel free to email me at mindyhon-
coop@verizon.net.  Also, if you would like to learn 
more about Hellenic Ministries and missions in 
Greece you can visit their website at 
http://www.hellenicministries.com/Home.html. 
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Naomi Kolombo, wife of Joseph Kalubi, a long 
time asylum client of the firm, was finally cleared 
to travel last month from Kinshasa, Democratic Re-
public of the Congo, via Paris and Seattle, to her 
ultimate destination, Dallas, TX, to be with her hus-

band after 10 long 
years. Her lawyers and 
t r a n s la t o r ,  Dav e 
Tarshes, Jennifer 
Lenga Long and Jenni-
fer Chermoshnyuk, 
were at SeaTac Airport 
to meet her during her 
5-hour layover in Seat-
tle. Also on hand was 
Pastor Harry Weide-
naar who has been re-
ceiving the generous 
donations on behalf of 
Joseph and Naomi. 

Jennifer had this to say about her involvement. 
"It was an honor to represent DWT and all those 
who worked so hard on Joseph's case over the 
years in welcoming Naomi to the U.S. I am thrilled 

that Joseph and Naomi are finally together again." 

Dave had one word to describe their meeting - 
"Outstanding!" Here's a reprint of an email Jen-
nifer sent out in early April: 

I am writing to announce a significant pro bono 
victory and to solicit support for our longtime client, 
Joseph Kalubi, who has recently been diagnosed 
with esophageal cancer and is in desperate need 
of financial support. 

Davis Wright Tremaine has 
represented Joseph since 
2000. The current Davis 
Wright team includes part-
ner Dave Tarshes, associ-
ate Jen Lenga Long, para-
legal and interpreter Jenni-
fer Chermoshnyuk, and 
pro bono coordinator Julie 
Orr. Many Davis Wright 
lawyers, paralegals and 
legal assistants have 
worked very hard on his 
case over the years, all 
with the guidance and sup-
port of attorneys from the 
Northwest Immigrants 
Rights Project. In recent 
years, Gary Locke has 
helped expedite the review 
of Joseph's case. 

(See Meeting on page 16) 

������������	��
���
��� ��!�������!��B
����3����	

��



?;�

�

 

 Background: Joseph Kalubi is a Tutsi refugee 
from the Democratic Republic of the Congo. In the 
late 1990s, when the genocidal Hutu-Tutsi conflict 
spilled into Congo, he saw men being burned 
alive in the streets because they were (or ap-
peared to be) ethnic Tutsis or Rwandans. He par-
ticipated in a peaceful protest of the treatment of 
his fellow Tutsis and was arrested and impris-
oned. In prison, he was beaten and threatened 
with death. He was hospitalized and, with the help 
of a Congolese Catholic church, made his way to 
the U.S. to seek asylum. When Joseph fled, he 
was forced to leave his longtime friend and new 
wife Naomi behind. 

Since Joseph arrived in the U.S., he has 
learned fluent English, worked consistently, taken 
community college classes and volunteered for his 
church. His ministers, colleagues, supervisors, and 
others who have known him have described him 
as "intelligent," "hard working," "respectful," and 
"kind." We wholeheartedly agree with their words. 

Legal Proceedings and Ninth Circuit Victory: 
The Immigration Court quickly granted Joseph 
withholding of removal in the U.S., recognizing 
that his life and freedom would be threatened if 
he were forced to return to Congo. Josephs appli-
cation for asylum was initially denied. Thus, he 
could remain safely in the U.S., but Naomi could 

(Meeting continued from page 15) 
not join him here. Davis Wright Tremaine ap-
pealed the asylum denial to the Board of Immigra-
tion Appeals and then the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit. The Ninth Circuit appeal was 
successful, resulting in a significant holding from a 
panel of judges not generally inclined toward pro-
immigrant decisions. Kalubi v. Ashcroft, 364 F.3d 
1134 (9th Cir. 2004). The case was remanded to 
the immigration judge, who granted asylum. The 
government appealed again. After two more years 
and another round of briefing to the Board of Im-
migration Appeals, Joseph was finally granted 
asylum in 2008. 

Upcoming Reunion. More than 10 years from 
the day Joseph first applied for asylum, he learned 
that he and Naomi would finally be reunited. 
Naomi^s visa petition was approved in January 
2009. Joseph and Naomi were overjoyed at the 
thought of being together again and possibly 
starting the family they have always wanted. 

Joseph’s Illness. Two weeks after Joseph 
learned Naomi could join him in the U.S., he was 
diagnosed with esophageal cancer. He is undergo-
ing chemotherapy and radiation. He has been un-
able to work because of his illness, and recently 
learned that the Sprint plant where he worked as a 
long-term contractor closed its doors. Joseph’s 
modest savings are gone. He is now struggling to 
pay his rent while he undergoes treatment. If you 
have any contacts in the Dallas, TX, area who 
might be willing to help Joseph and Naomi with her 
adjustment when she arrives: French speakers 
(she speaks no English), cancer survivors, folks 
living in Irving, TX, we would love to talk to them. 

With gratitude to DWT for supporting this work, 

 Dave Tarshes & Jen Lenga Long 
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(Bulletins continued from page 19) 


