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Historically in the Netherlands, primary education was 
more or less based on Christ ian principles until, in mid-
1800, a liberal government radically changed this.  The Bi-
ble was evicted from the curriculum, prayers were discour-
aged, and the teaching of modern science (evolution) was 
accelerated.  This caused some parents to educate their chil-
dren at home or in small groups with a trusted teacher.  In 
1857 this practice grew into an organized effort and a “Unie 
voor de school met den Bijbel” was formed.   

The government responded with all kinds of restrictions.  
Various forms of building and fire codes, sanitary directives, 
teacher qualifications, etc. were devised in order to stop and 
harass this fast-growing movement.  Since these first schools 
were held under primit ive circumstances, it  was difficult to 
keep things legal.  The greatest challenge, however, was fi-
nances.  Parents paid for public education through taxes and, 
at the same time, for Christ ian schools.   

Tuit ion was set from 5-10 cents per week per student.  
This money was paid in cash to the teacher on Monday 
morning.  If the student did not have the dime, he or she was 
sent home.  My Mother stayed home or was sent home often 

since her family, at t imes, did not have the money to send 
her and her four sisters to school.  She sometimes tried to get 
in with a story:  Her father, as cook, sailed on a four-master 
around The Horn from Amsterdam to Port Townsend on the 
Olympic Peninsula for spruce logs needed by the Dutch 
shipyards.  So, my mother would say to the teacher, “My 
father is coming home soon with lots of money.  He will pay 
you.”  Or she would say, “I will bring you a dime tomor-
row.”  I know this practice seems harsh, but if this rule was 
not firmly held, the whole system would fall.  There were 
also Christ ian parents who did not see the need for Christ ian 
education, so this caused frict ion within the churches. 

The two largest Protestant denominations had their dif-
ferences also.  The Gereformeerde Kerk (CRC) was the driv-
ing force and the Hervormde Kerk (Reformed) was hesitant 
in supporting this cause.  Since the Christ ian School Union 
was organized, the government was constantly petit ioned to 
some kind of financial aid.  Some parents, however, opposed 
this since they were afraid that by accepting this, there 
would be strings attached.  In several steps this aid was fi-
nally granted in 1917 under the leadership of Abraham Kui-
per, who was Prime Minister from 1901-1905.  Christian 
schools received full financial government support.  New 
schools were built  and named “School met den Bijbel.”  We 
now have in Holland an educational structure based on Bib-
lical principles from grade school through the university 
level.  For those of us who have been involved in Christ ian 
education in this country, most of this sounds familiar, with 
the exception of the financial support, of course. 

My Parents’ Dilemma 
My parents were members of different de-

nominations.  My father belonged to the Herformde 
(Reformed) and my mother to the Gereformde (CRC).  This 

kind of union was frowned upon but since my 
mother was 29 years old when she was married, 
she must have thought “better a Reformed man 
than no one!”  They lived in Friesland in a small 
village where the dominant church was Reformed 
and the school, public.  The Christ ian school was 
located in a small structure which served as 
church (Gereformeerde) on Sunday.   
They went to church faithfully but separately.  
My father was a prominent person, both in church 
and civic life.  He wrote for a newspaper and 
owned a grocery store.  My parents were a well-
liked couple in the village.  When I, being the 
older of two boys, was four or five, they began to 
worry about which school I should attend:  the 
“big” school where my father was on the board, 
or the “ litt le” school which was the only place, 
my mother thought, my soul could be saved.  This 
became such a problem that it  made my dad sell 
his store and buy another in Andijk, located in 
Noord Holland where the situation was reversed 

from the Friesian village.  Here the large church was CRC 
while the Reformed people met in a small building.  There 
were two “schools with the Bible,” with a classroom for 
each grade.  This was just what my mother wanted for her 
boys.  For my dad, it  was a different story.  To move from 
his beloved Friesland to Noord Holland was the equivalence 
of immigrating to America, perhaps worse!  My dad became 
a nobody in Andijk.  He was a “strange duck” in the pond.  
He had spoken Friesian all his life, but now had to talk Hol-
lands which he never learned to speak well.  For the rest of 
his life, he pined for his beloved Friesland although he at-

(See Education on page 3) 
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tended the CRC faithfully with my mother for the rest of his 
life. 
My Grade School Years 

I was enrolled in the school with the Bible in 1929.  My 
first grade teacher was female, the only one in the school.  
This was the last year where individual slate boards were 
used.  In the second grade, we used a pencil and, in the third, 
pen and ink.  All materials used in grade school, such as pa-
per, pencils, pen holders, and their nips, were issued by the 
teacher.  All of this was government produced and of a spe-
cial make and color not available in stores.  These were used 
in all classes and in all schools.  (Don’t even think of bring-
ing anything to school of your own choosing!)  The reason 
was to teach efficiency.  This is how it worked:  you could 
only sharpen your pencil with the sharpener located on the 
teacher’s desk.  A broken lead point would be noticed.  The 
issue of a new pencil would be given after showing the re-
mains of the old, very short, and no teeth marks.  A dropped 
pen holder which ruined the nip was a real calamity as a new 
nip was always given but the lecture was mortifying.  Klad 
“scratch” paper was issued one sheet at a t ime.  A fresh sheet 
required a close inspection of the total space used on both 
sides of the old piece.  Each assignment received two nu-
merical grades, 0-10.  One was for the subject and one for 
neatness.  Discipline was firm with light physical punish-
ment occasionally administered – the boys on their tail or 
hands with a stick.  Pulling ears was also a form of correc-
t ion.  It  was not, however, overused by most teachers.  We 
had other pedagogical quirks, for example, left-handed chil-
dren were told on the first day of school:  “as of today, you 
will be right-handed” and this was enforced, the use of eras-
ers was discouraged as “erasers encourage mistakes…” 

We had fine, dedicated teachers whom I st ill remember 
with kind feelings.  (An interesting note:  Neither my wife 
nor I know, to this day, the first name of any of our teachers 
in grade school or night school.  Neither did we know the 
first names of our pastors.  It  was always “Meester so-and-
so” or “Dominie so-and-so.”  Teachers were well-paid and 
placed on a high level of society, even on a scale with doc-
tors, lawyers, and the mayor.  If you met a teacher on the 
street, you’d better take off your cap in greeting.   

My school years have left me with pleasant memories.  
School was held six days each week, with Wednesday and 
Saturday afternoon off.  Vacations were short and welcomed.  
A typical day:  At 8:30, after an oatmeal breakfast (I seem to 
have eaten oatmeal for breakfast for over 80 years), I 
climbed the sea dike and watched for ocean debris and sea 
life.  I walked over the dike to school.  This was to me my 
favorite t ime – on one side was the ocean and on the other 
side was the village with its surrounding farmlands well be-
low sea level.  I had to make sure I got to school on t ime, of 
course, since there was no way to avoid the principal’s win-
dow.  I hung my coat on a hook with my wooden shoes un-
derneath.  Any hook would do.  I sat in my seat assigned to 
me.  The “Meester” had been in this room for some time and 
called the class to order, then opened with prayer after which 

(Education continued from page 2) he assigned a psalm, which we had learned previously.  This 
we “sang” and the meester accompanied the singing with his 
violin.  His playing was “so-so” since he was still taking les-
sons.  He needed to be able to play an instrument so he could, 
with other academic endeavors, take the examination for a 
principal cert ificate some day.  We then began our studies 
with a 15-minute break until 12:30 after which most kids 
walked home or to Oma’s house, in my case, to eat lunch.  
Classes resumed at 1:30 and last until 4:00. 

In the higher grades, we had some extra-curricular activi-
t ies.  A plot of land behind the school was divided into small 
parcels where each student could grow whatever he or she 
wanted.  The boys grew things to eat and the girls, flowers.  
No weeds were ever found.  Each classroom had one or two 
aquariums with tropical fish.  These had to be maintained for 
three months by a student.  Under your watch, you prayed a 
lot for the health of the fish.  We also had woodworking.  
The girls had their special projects but all of this after school 
hours.   

The prediction of strings attached by the full financial 
support of the government never materialized.  We had in-
spections both for academic standards and for compliance 
with building codes, but this was also the case in the public 
schools.  The church checked on the Bible instruction by 
sending two elders twice a year to our classrooms.  Christ ian 
education was a very important part in every Dutch commu-
nity and I thank God to have been part of that.  We became 
involved with the Christ ian school movement in Seattle when 
we first came here.  We have seen four of our children gradu-
ate from our school and I have had the privilege of serving 
on its board for many years.  We thank God for education 
based on Christ ian principles, in this country and throughout 
the world. 
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What do rocks, moon snails, tulips, Greek pots, 
funny faces, Roman busts, the book of Job, Justice, 
dead f ish and an octopus arm, janitor’s tools, Mercy, 
Humility, w ar, Jesus as the Bread of life, Jacob 
Lawrence, Da Vinci, Kandinsky, Chagall,  Georgia 
O’Keefe, basketball players and joggers, Kenmore 
Park, the greenhouse at Volunteer Park, Didgeri-
doos and Microorganisms have in common?  They  
have all been subjects of an art project at one time 
in one of the K-12 grades at Shoreline Christian 
School. Teaching art in a Christian school throw s 
open the doors to all of Creation as  subject matter  
as w e learn to look more deeply at our w orld and 
the One w ho created it. 

 Students from Kindergarten through High School 
explore the patterns of line, shape, color, texture 
and value of this complex w orld and see how  it 
speaks of the faithfulness and consistency of the 
Creator w hen w e look closely.  We have the oppor-
tunity to not only learn the language of art and of 
observation, but also learn that “all of Creation is  
booby trapped to declare God’s  glory” (Dr. Al 
Greene) in the circular patterns of the moon snail 
shell or in an octopus tentac le.  Students become 
more aw are of the tiny hairs on the stem of a bud-
ding new  tulip as w e shiver and sketch for a few 
minutes in the coolness of a new  spring morning.  

My hope is  that my  
students w ill not 
only learn to experi-
ence a var iety of art 
techniques and to 
use a variety of tools  
but w ill even more 
become life long ob-
servers, able to ex-
perience aw e  and 
wonder w atching the 
Creator at w ork in 
our w orld. 

 The God designed 
uniqueness of each 
student is as visible 
in their artw ork as in 

their signature.  After a time the consistency of us-
ing abundant repeated line w ork in a range of val-
ues in one student’s sketches  w ill identify their w ork 
from the student w ho used the color  orange 
throughout her w ork, from the student w ho invaria-

bly created w ork w ith straight angular shapes, or  
from a w hole roomful of w ork.  My role is to encour-
age students to recognize and apprec iate their ow n 
mark and 
the different 
p e r s p e c -
tives of their  
fellow  stu-
dents be-
cause it 
came from 
the One 
who calls 
them both 
beloved. 

 As I grow 
in my ow n 
art and in 
the teach-
ing of art, I 
am chal-
lenged at 
S h o r e l i n e 
Chr istian to ask my students, and myself after all,  
what difference does it make?  The mission state-
ment at Shoreline Christ ian School calls us to be 
“dynamic and transforming influences” in this culture 
and in this time to the glory of God.  Elmer Yazzie, 
Chr istian Navajo artist, said that the Chr istian art-
ist’s responsibility is to “amaze and baff le” in the 
process.  The role of the Chr istian artist is to ask 
questions visually, to make us stop and w onder, to 
discern glimpses of the Bigger Story of Creation, the 
Fall and Redemption and w hat it  looks like all 
around us. 

  Through a variety  of media, experimenting w ith 
many different techniques like draw ing, painting, 
working w ith clay, printmaking, constructing w ith 
collage, plaster, w ire and paper my students and I 
grow  in our ability to use the tools of art to commu-
nicate these truths, even Hope in the midst of dark-
ness. In the teaching of art, part icular ly w ith the 
w ide span of students from grades K-12, I continue 
to discover that I am broken and live in a broken 
world and it w ill only be in God’s transforming pow er 
that this can happen.  By God’s grace and in His  
pow er, I hold on t ight w ith this sometimes w ild and 
crazy ride of teaching art, and in the process, I be-
come more aw are and recognize God at w ork. 
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(See Peace Corps on page 6) 

%
�����
���� ��
���
���� ������
���
�
�����������
�
 �
�

��� �� � �
 � �� ���� � �
��� ��� �� 	
 � �
��	�
� ��
 � ����
���
�� �
���
� ���
�
�� �� ���
� 
��	�
� � ����� ��
� ��
 �
��
���

������
 ���� 	������
���
� ���	
�� ���
������	
 � �
������
������
�������
�������
���
������$���������� 
 �
�
���
������
����
� 	
���
��� �������� ����
�
���� �
���� ��� ��� ���
� �
�
� �
��� �� �	
�� ����� �� � �� ��

� 	
� �
���
 ��	�
 �	
 ���
����

 	
� ��
����� 	
���� �	
� �����
�� �
���
���
����������� �	
� �����
������ �	� ���	���� ����� ��� �
��
�������
 ������� ����
�����
��
 ������"��� ������ ��
 ��	&
 �
�������	
����
�
 ����
����� ����� ����
 ������������
��
�
���
�����	
������
�� ���
���������������	�� 	��
��� � ��
����� 
����� 
��
�	����� ��

� � � � �� �

 � ���� �	�
�� �� �
���
����
����
��'��
�
��������
����
�� 	�
��� ��	
� �
����� ��
�
� ���
� �


� ���
� ��
��� 	�
��� ����� ���	
� �
��
����
�������
���

�������������������������� ����
	
���
 ����
��

$����
���� �������"
������
���	���	
���
 ����

 	
� ��� ���

���������
��


��
��	
��	
����
��	
����
���� ���
 	� ��
���"
��������
����
� 	���
���(

 ����"
���	
�����	�� � �� �
���� 
��
�	����� �
����	
��� )��� ���� ����� ��
�
� �� �	�
 �
�
�������
� �	
 ��

 ������
�����
����
����
 ���
�	���
 �� �
	����*��
�
 �

���� 	�������������$��
�����
������	
� �
���������� '���	��

����
��
��+��������
��	��	
����� 
�
������� ���� �	
� ��� � �


� �� �
� �� � �
 � �
���


���  �
 �

The Peace Corps Jordan Longacre 

March 8, 2007 
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(Peace Corps continued from page 5) 

I have been here in Kenya for a little over a week 
now; apologies for the delay in writing.  Some of you 
may be wondering what had become of me, others of 
you may not have even missed me.    Due to threats of 
a British Airways strike my flight out of London was 
delayed by a day. I'll do my best to summarize my 

time here thus far.  My apolgies for the the imper-
sonal nature of group e-mails and the assumption 
that all of you have an interest in the details of my 
trip.     

  
Because traveling at night can be dangerous, I 
spent my first night in Nairobi, affectionately 
known as ni-roberry.   The next morning we jour-
neyed in to Kijabe Kenya, about an hour outside of 
Nairobi in the Rift Valley.  The roads of Kenya are 
easier to feel than describe – but dirty, dark, and 
decrepit are a few words that come to mind.   Day-
time excursions are jolting to say the least and 
night time excursions are minimized.   

  
The first week-
end here was 
q u i t e  l a i d 
back.  Kijabe, a 
small, quiet 
town at an ele-
vation of 7300 
feet, overlooks 
a beautiful val-
ley.   The area 
receives a fair 
amount of rain 
year round and 
is surprisingly 
green and lush.  
Saturday we 
hik ed int o 
some local hot 

(See Kenya on page 7) 

Habari from 
Danae Kaemingk 
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springs and explored a cave used in the late 1950's by 
the MaoMao revolutionaries fighting for Kenya's in-
dependence.   Sunday we visited Little Lambs, a day 
program for AIDS orphans.  Late Sunday evening, or 
should I say early Monday morning, we got up 
around 2 am to watch the Super Bowl in the gym of a 
local school.   Unfortunately, the power kept turning 
off inconveniently at 3rd and goal.  To make matters 
worse International ESPN runs the same 3 commer-
cials for the entire game.  I saw the first half of the 
game but had to forgo the 2 nd half due to an ex-
tremely upset stomach.  I will spare you the messy 
details, but my stomach and Kenya did not get along 
very well for a couple days. 

  
I am here with 
Ashley, a friend 
and fellow nurse 
from LA.  The 
Meads, the family 
hosting us, have 
been very accom-
modating.   Dr. 
Mead moved to 
Kijabe in the late 
90's to work as an 
orthopedic surgeon 
at the Cure Interna-
tional Hospital.  
Last year Cure pre-
formed over 1000 
surgeries for chil-
dren p rimarily 
treating club foot (and other growth and bone de-
formities), restoring function to burned limbs 
(common as most cooking is done over open fire), 
and spinal damaged mostly caused by TB.   They are 
the only hospital with these capabilites in the entire 
country.  Dr.  Mead's energies have also gone into 
developing an orthopedic residency for Kenya – 
which had previously been non-existent.   His dili-
gence has paid off and today the hospital operates 
with a primarily Kenyan staff and can function inde-
pendently of western physicians.  Next week we will 
be holding CPR courses for the staff and working 
with a visiting ENT (Ear Nose and Throat) team re-
pairing cleft palates.    

  

(Kenya continued from page 6) Kijabe is also home to general hospital - Ashley and I 
have spent the past week rounding with the medical 
teams.   HIV and AIDS along with the expected op-
portunitistic infections (TB, toxoplasmosis, and many 
others) are extremely prevalent.  There is a lot to 
learn.  Of course there are many glaring differences 
between this hospital and the UW.   Some are difficult 
to adjust to.  Fortunately the language barrier is minor 
as English is used in professional settings and I've 
picked up some Swahili. 

  
It's been great to hear from some of you and your 
prayers are greatly appreciated.  Keep in touch.     

  

Kwaheri, 

Danae 

 
The word snow doesn't even exist 
in a Kenyan's dictionary but two 
days ago I saw African snow.  Oc-
casionally in the afternoon rain 
clouds appear and drench the val-
ley for a good hour.  On this par-
ticular day, I was headed back 
from my friend Margeret's house 
where we were feeding school 
children who have no lunch.  And 
on the way home we got caught in 
a down pour that turned into a hail 
storm.  Hail is very unusual in the 
valley but when it does hail all of 
the children run around collecting 

the "snow".  It was quite a sight.  Other than that - the 
weather's been quite mild (70's with a nice breeze).  
We also get a fair amount of wind (my favorite 
weather). 
Besides getting caught in hail storms - Ashley and I 
spent most of this week at the Cure Hospital assisting 
in the OR and with Post-Op.  Although we've mostly 
done cleft lips and palates - we also did some plastic 
surgery.  Well, kind of, we removed part of a girls ear 
and used it as a graft on her nose that had been bitten 
off.  Frequent power outages add another interesting 
dynamic to the OR; they tend to occur right when 
we're trying to intubate. 
When we're not in the hospital we've been making 
meals for the family we're staying with, reading, 
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Minister:Rev.Dr.S.Booysen                                                                                          P.O. 
Box 5141 
Tel. (016) 932-2245                                                                                                      VAN-
DERBIJLPARK 
E-mail : booysen123@telkomsa.net                                                                              1900 
Cell 082 340 1589                                            
                                             

Dear Brothers and Sisters 

 

I greet you in the mighty Name of Jesus Christ our Savior. Thank you for attending the 
Seattle Belhar Confession Conference. May the almighty God bless all the discussions 
and deliberations that will take place during this momentous conference in the life of the 
Church over there.  Dr. Steve Robbins, may the hand of the Lord be upon you when you 
are addressing these beautiful children of God. Pastor Harry, thank you for arranging this 
conference. 

 

Brother and Sisters, today our cry and pain are conveyed to you by the following cap-
sules: 

  

Capsule Number One 

 

 A paraphrased quotation from the Word of God, “And the Lord said: ‘I have surely 
seen the oppression of Black South Africans, and have heard their cry…Now there-
fore, behold, the cry of the Black South Africans has come to me…Come now the 
Church of America, I will send you to the lost after accepting the Belhar Confession”. 

  

Capsule Number Two 

 

 It is the document that is soaked and wrinkled by our tears, pains and groans – The 
Belhar Confession. Please hear us. 

  

Capsule Number Three 

 

 It is the Christian Reformed Church, Seattle, Washington, USA. Please hear them. 
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(See Conference on page 10) 

The  Sea tt le  Be lha r Conference 
Harry Weidenaar 
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An item that has come out of the follow up discussion on the Belhar Conference is how to move 
along the acceptance of this document by the CRC denomination.  A question raised was 
whether a local church could adopt it for itself even before the denomination might do so. The 
Mission Committee of our church would like to see this happen even if the denomination might 
take years to make its decision as is usual for matters of such gravity. 
The ad hoc committee consists of 5 - 7 appointed people from our congregation across the age 
spectrum.  Hopefully the mandate can be met in three meetings to address the challenge of how 
to familiarize the congregation of this document, what is its history, where did it come from, why 
is it important to us today, how does its acceptance further the bond between churches of differ-
ent racial makeup just to name a few. 
One meeting has been held to date to orient the committee to its task and begin to lay out how 
this challenge can be met effectively and efficiently. The report back to the Missions Committee 
should be finalized by the end of April. 
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A Volunteer’s Experiences Polly Stanley 
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�	
	��� ���	������ ��� ������� ��
4���������	�4�������

?�� ���,���� ���� (� 9���	�� ����� ����4� ����� ��
	�
��5�	���� �(�� ���� �� �	�� 	54	��	�$	� :�	� ��	� ��+	��
#������$�3����� ���$�;3�,��� ����� �� ����	����� 	5.
�
4�	� ���#������������ ��� ���+�� �-	��	��� �������� � �
4���� ��� ��	� ����4����� 
	���$�
�����,�	� ������� �����
?��	� ��	��� ���	���3�	�9��	�� ��	����+�	54	��	�$	�
���� ��	� $��	����� � 1��� ��� ���� /� �	0��� ,	� ,�$+3� <���
���������

2�	����	�����	��� �	�.�4�������	�
�����		������$��$	 �.
����	� ��� ��	� �	$������$����� ���+�� �7���4	�������
�		��� ��	� $�
4�	�	��� ���+	�� ���	�D� ��� ��	� ��	�
�4�������� �		���� � #'-'#� ��� ��� ,	� ������� $�
.

	��	�� ���� ��	� �	��.������)	�� 4��9	$�� �	� �	�	�
��
��
	�� ����(�� ���� ,		�� �� 
	��� �	��������	54	��.
	�$	�������	�������	�������	4	������

2�	� ������ ��	� $��	���� ���� ��� <��3� 	
	�� ��������
��	�	� �����$���� ��
	�3� ���� 
���$�����8� � 1� �	�����
���� ��� ��� �	����� �7�	� ��
���� ����� � � ���,���� ����
����	�� ����	� �	� �	�	� ���+���� ���� ��	
�� � 1���
	
	�� ��	�� ��	��� ������ ���� �	4	��	�$�� ��� <���
����	� ��������� � -	� �	�	� 	
���������� ����$+�
��	����	��4�	�	��	������������, �	��������� ������
��
	�� 	����
	�� ��� ��	
�� � %��� ���� ����� �	
	
.
,	�����	�$����
	������	����������,�	3&���	���
��� �
	54����	����(���� ��,		����$����9���������+��������� �

(Volunteers continued from page 12) ��
���� ���	���� ��� ��� ���3�,��� ��	�� ��	�� ��
	� ���
��	�	� ��,�	�3��	� �	�	� ��
,�	�� ���� ,�	��	�� 	
	��

��	8�

-	� 
	�� ��� 
���� ��$	� 4	�4�	�� � 2�	�� �	�	� ���� ���
����	���� ����� �	� $�
	�� � 2�	�	� ���� ��� 
�$�� �	.
����$����� ��	�	� /�E=?1������	�� ���	�� �����	�� ����
$	
	��� ���,� ���	��$	
	��� ���,�� � (� ��� � ���4���	��
����� ��	� �$������ �	�	� ���� �4	�� �	�� ��� ��
	� ����
	
	�� ,	���� ��� ��	��� �	����������� � -���� �� ����.
���4�������	�$�����	�@,	����,��	���".�"�
��	�� ���
�$�����	
	������8�

<��� ��� ��� ����8��(�� ��� � ,		�� ��$�� �� ,�	������ ��� ,	�
�,�	�����	�4��	
	����$��	������(���������44�������� �
��� 
		�� ��	� ����	�3���� �	��� ��	��� �����	�3���� ����	 �
�����	���	54	��	�$	����2����
��	���	�%���+&�
��	�
������������ � 2�� �		� ��	��� 9��� ���� ����+����	���
��������	����	���������
	����

2�	� �4����� ��� ��
���� ���� ��	���� � <��� ,������ ��.
�	��	��4	�4�	� ���
� ��� 
����4��$	�� ���� ����� �	�
��	� ��	��� ���	����� -	� ��
	� ��	��� 
	
���	�� ����
��
	�
��	�
�����	�����	�����

7��� �	�
� ��� �����4	�4�	� ���� ��
��	�� �������$��	��0� �

���	�0�� ��
	� ����2���+���
���� ���� ���$��� �-	�
�	�	� ��	��	�� ��� �� ��
4������ *��������F2	5���
����	�
	��������������
��������	�������	����

=
	�� ������� �	� ���� ����+���� �����	�	��	� ��� �����
���	� :���� �	0�	� ���� #'#;3� �	� 	�9��	�� ����	�
	��
�

	��	��� ���� 
��	� 
���� �	�� ���	����� � -	�
�	����� 	�9��	�� �	������ ��� +���� ��	� $��	���� ����
��	�����
���	����1��	�����3���0���,������	�4	�4�	3� ����
9���� ��	�9�,����(�� ���� ������� ���� ������ ,���(� �
� �� �
����+���� ����� ��	�*���� ��
	� 
	� ��	� ����� �	�����
����������

-	����+	�����%��
	�.��&�����	�������	������� �������
$����$�� ����� ��	� $��	���� :����� ��� ��������	� ����.
�����8;�� � B��	
	�3� ���� $�	��� ���	��$�	�� ����	�.
������ ����� ��	� $��	���3� ���� ��� ��	� $��	� ��� %G�	&3�
���� ����	�	�� ���
� �		4� �	4�	������ ���� �4	���

���� ��� ���� ��
	� ��� ,	�� ���$����� 2H�� � -������
�������������$����$�����������$�	���	������	������
�43� ���� 
�� ������ ���� 4������� ����� ���� 4	�4�	���
7���$�	������ ������	�3����� �	� ,	��	
	� ��	����
	�
���� ����� �	4���	�� ��	� ����	3� ,��� ��
	� �	�4	��
%G�	&�
�+	���$����	�����������	��

7��� �	��	��� 
��	� ���� ����4� $�
�����,�	� ���� ����
���+� �	��� �
�������� � 2�	� ����.�	�
� �	$�
	���
�������������)	������	
	����	������	�$	��	���	���
���� ���� 	�$�� ���� �		����� �48� � -	� �	�	� ��� �	�.

(See Volunteers on page 14) 



!��

�

$�
	�� ���� �	�� ,�� ��	� ����.�	�
� ���� $���$�	����
-	� �	��� ��	�	� �	����� �		����� �� ,����� � (�� ���� ��
��	������+����	54	��	�$	��

2��$	�(�������	��44������������4�����������	������	 �
$��	����/���$	�(�4���	�������	������������
�������.
���� ����	��� ��� �	
�
	������� ���� �� ,	����� ��
��3�
���� ��$	� �	�4���	�� ���� ���� ������	�� ���� ���� ��
$��4�	� ��� ���4�$����� �4���� ��� �	�� �,��
	��� �2�	�
�	�
	�$�� ��� ����� ,��$+� ,����	�0�� 4���	�� ���� ���
�	����	� ���� ��� 
	��� 	�$��������� ��� ���� �-	� 
�.
������� ���		�� ��� $������	� 4������� ���� ��	� ��.
���	���

(� ���� ��	� 	54	��	�$	� ��� �	������ ��	� 	54	��	�$	� /�
,���� ����� ���� ,��� /� ��� ��� ��� �	��� ���� ��	��.
�����
� ��	�� ���� $��	�� ���� �� ��	��.
�����$�����	��?������/�E� ������ ���	�������$����
4��)	� ����(� ������ ��+	� ��� ����+�������	�
��������
	�$�����	�� 	�$�� ���	��� � �		���� ����� ���	�� !��

������ �	�� ��
,�	� ����	� ���� ��� ,	� �	4���	��
����	�� �	�� �4������ ���� �	��� $�	��, ������ ��� #����.
�����������������	������$�
	�����	�4��

-	�	54	��	�$	����	�����+����	����������$��	���3����
�
4�	���
	� ����� ����� $	�	
���3� �������$����� ���
�	������� �	�� �+����� ���� �$$�
4����
	���� ����
������	����	�������4��

7��� $��	��� ��� ��3� ��
��$	�� ���
� ��� �,���
	� ���.
,���3� ����	����� ���
� ��4	��	������ ���� ,�$+�
4��,�	
�� ���� �	
	�	��� �	4�	��	���� ��	� ��
	�� ��� ��
�
���� ����, ������ ��$�
	������	�����	����������,	.
����	�� ��� �	�� 4��	����� � E��� 	����� �	���� ��	� ����
��
	�� �������� �	��� ��� ���� ���	�� ������ �	�� �
����
��4�����$���$�� �	$	����� ��
	� �	�� �� �	�� ���� ��.
�	�� �	��	�� ���� �� ����� �����$	���2�	� �����	� ��� ��	�
����	� ���� �� 
	��� /� +��$�	�� �44����$	�� ����0��
���+3� ,������
� ��5���	� �	�+	�3� ,	����
�� �	�	�
4��	�� � ���� ����� ���� $ ����	�� ���� ������� � 6�������
���� ,		��$�	��	�� ���� �	����� ���� ��	��	$	����� ,	.
������+����
	��$�����������	���	4�	�����������	�
,������� �	����4	���(�� ��5������ ������+������� �	��
����	� ���� ���	��$����� ����� �	�3� �	� ���$�	�� ��
$����	�$�
	��
	�� �	��� � ��	� �	
�
	�� ������� ���
�
��	� ������ ���� $�
	�	�� �	�� ��������	� ��	�� �	�
�	�	� �	���� ���4����� ��	� ��
���� ���
�$	������� � ��	�

��	�4���������	����
	��	�4����$�	�����	�+��$�	����
��	�����	��������	��	�	
�����������4	�����
	����+.
���� ����� ���� � �-	0�	� ��4	���� ����� ��	� 	�$�����	.

	��� ���� �	�4� �	� ��
	� �	�� ��
	� $����	�� �	��
���	��

-	� ���� �� ����	����� ����43������8�-	� ���+	�� ��.

(Volunteers continued from page 13) �	��	�3��	�4���	�� ���	��	�3����� �	� �����	�� ����
$��	�� ���	��	��� � -���� �� $������ ����4� ��� <��0��
4	�4�	�� � -	� ���� ��	� 4��
��	�	� ��� ���+���� ���
��
	�� ��	�	� ��	� $��	���� �	�	� 4�	�	���� � 2�	�	�
���� �� ���� ��� ,������� ,	��		�� 
�����		��� ����
��	���$��	����� �7�	� 
��� ���� 
	��� �	4�	��	�� ����
�	
	�� �	��� ���� ���
D� ����0�� ��
	� ���� ���	�	��� ���
4������� ���� �������� � B	� ����� �	� +�	�� ��	� *������
-�	�� ��� ���� ��
	� ���� ���� $�	�� ��� 
�
	� ��� ��.
���	�� ��
	�9���� ��$��4�	� ��� ,��$+�� ����3��	� ���.
�0�� ����� ��	
� ��� �	�
	� ,��� ����� �	0�� $�
	� 
�����
��	
�� � B	� ���� ���	���� ������ 
�$�� ,	��	�� ����
4������� ���� �������� � B	0�� ����� ������ ��,�	� ����� �
���� �	� ���� $�
	� ��� �		� ��	� $�	�� ��� ��	� ���	��
����	���A����	�<��8�

1�� 	��	���� ����� ���� ��+	�� $��	� ��� ���		� ��	���
�����$�����	��$�����0��$�
	� ���9���� ������� ����	��
��� �	� ���� ��4�$��$���� �	�� ����� ��	� ����� � ��	� ����
,		�� ����� ����� ��	� $����� ��
��	� ��
	� ���	������
2�	�	� �	�	� !"� ��� �	�� ��
���� ���� ���	���D� �	�
��
,	�	��!�������� ��	��������������������� ���� �
$��$�	� ���� 4���	�� ���	��	�3� (� $����� ����� ����+3�
%2���� ��� �� ����	� ��� �	�
	��&��-���� ��4�	$�����	5.
4	��	�$	8� � I	�� �����	�� $��	��� ���� ���� ����� �	.
4�	��	�� ���� �	�4�	��� ��� ���� ���+���� ��������	�
��	��	5��$�	����������������	�4����	�����+	��	0�	�
������� �2���� ������ ��� ������ ����� �	� ��	� ���� �����
�	,������������	�3�,����	���	��	,����������
	�888�

=�$��4	������	� 
	�� �		�	�� ��� ����	� ��	��� ������ /�
���
� ��  �� �	��� ���� �����
���	�� ��� �� ��
���� �����
����	��	��������������������������	�������$�����	��
���� ,����	�� ���� �� �	��� ���� �� ����� ���� ���� �����.
��$	� 4��
	��� ����	� ��
���� ��� ���� ���� ��	�3� ��� ��
��
	�	��� 
���	������$������$�4	� ���� ����	�� ���
��
���	�����	�������E=?1������	��4��+��

(� ���� ���$+	�� ��� ���$�
	�� ��	�
�����		��� ������ ��.

	�� ���������� ����� ����� ��
	� �4��� ���$	� ��	� ���.
��$��	� ����� �2�	� 
�����		��� �		�� ��� ,	� �� 
��$	� ����
����	� �������� ���	������ �-���� �� ,�	��	�� �44����.
����� ��� ,	� ��	� ������ ���� �		�� ���G	����� �=�$�� ���
��� ���� ��	� �4����� ��� ���
,�	� ���� $�
4����� ���
�	�$�����������������
	��	�������	�$��	��

1������� 
���	�� ����	�� �	�� ����	�3��	���3��	�4	��.
����3��	�����$��$	����������4	�	���	�����2�������
�	���� ��	� ����	���	��4���� ���$�

��� ���$��	� �����
����� � ��	� ����� ����� ��� ���� ��%<��� �����&������ �	�
���44	��,�� �����
	������� ��-	�������<�����������.
���.�4�$��	������,	���44��	���

2��+���� ���� �$��	���� ��� ��	� ���
	�� �	������� ���� � �

(See Volunteers on page 15) 
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��	��� �������� 	54	��	�$	8� � B	������ ��	
� �	���
��	��� �����	�� ��� ��	� �����$��	� ���� �������� ��	���
����	�� ���� �	����	������ ��� ��
	�3� ,��� ��� 
����
$��	�� ��	�� 
�
	�� ��� ,�� ������3� %���� (� �
� ���
,�	��	��&� � 2�	�� ���� ��� �����	3� ����� ��� 
�$�� ����
���� ��
	� �	����� �������� ���� ��� ���3� %(0
� ���
,�	��	�&� ���� ��
	������ ����� ���$�	�� 
�� ���	�
�		4����

2�	� 	54	��	�$	� �	�����	�� ��� ��<��� ���� ��� ���$������ �
��� ���� ������3� ���3� ��� �4��	� ��� ���� ��	� ��
��	� ���

(Volunteers continued from page 14) ��	�����
	�3���	�$��	�����		��������,�	��	�3����<�� �
�����	����������4	��

=
	����	�	� �	��	��� :��� ��	�9�,3���� ��	� �	���,��.
����3� ��� $���$�:	�;3� ��� ����	�� ���� �	���������3�
4	�4�	� ������ �44���$�� ��3����� ��3����� ����+����
�����	�4������	
���2�	���4��������������	�	����.
����3�%<���,�	�������&��2�	�	��	�	�0��9���������@
��	J�	����� ��	�	� �	�	� �	���� �����-���� �� 
��
	�.
���� �44��������� ��� �	��� ��	
3� %2�	� 4	�$	� ���
#������,	����������&�

��������	���
��
�
�
��
������
�����������  

��
��� ������� �����	�� ���
� �� ��
������� ���������� ������
�� ����
����� ��� �	�����		�� �� ����� ���� �	��� ��� ������ � �
	�����	��� 	��	� ��� �����
�� �����	 �� ���� 
��	 � 	��	� � �� �
� ���
���������� �	�����������
������� ���	�� �������� ��
� ��� ���� �	���������� ������ ��	��������� �� �����!� ���
 ���
� �
�� " ��	������ ���� � �����#�� �����	� � ���� ���� �
��� ��
	 ��	���� ����	�� ��
�
�$��� � ����� �	���%����&������������  

�'���(��� �� ����%�����
� �� �����	 ������ ��

�
�) ������ ��	����	����� � ���� ��	������	&��������� ���  
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Freedom Life African  
Ministries Emmanuel  

FLAME 

Canchungo, 27-2-07 

     Dear brothers, sisters, and frindes in U. S. A. Your willingness has already said it . I would like to thank you all 
so much for the help you are doing among my people in Guini-Bissau whom some of you does not known or seen 
before. But you are willing to help them through Martha and Herb Ronords. By giving them a lot of kindes of 
sedes for anblaing them to grow their own foodes. 

     May the God of Jesus Christ who is the God of all mankind, and the giver of lives to all mankindes too keep 
you and helping you in what evere you desire to have and do. 

Your in Christ 

Pastor Uessa Mendes (Chinda) the Evangelical church of  

Guinea Bissau West Africa at Canchungo 
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(Flame continued from page 16) 
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(See Flame on page 18) 

We are called by God to be channels of His Love, messengers of His Word, and instruments of the 

Holy Spirit to bring the people of Africa into the fellowship of Christ and His Church. 
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Notes from Missions Committee Meeting, March 
13, 2007 
 1.  Devotions/Prayer  Reg Branston called us to ac-
tion through Matthew 28:1-10 and John 20:10-18.  
Jesus tells us “not to be afraid” but to “go” instead of 
holding back or “clinging.”  He prayed for the work 
of FSCRC (First Seattle Chr.Ref. Church) in missions 
and encouraged us to apply the challenge recently 
given to the Mariners (translating the quote into a 
Biblical context):  “Trust the stuff you’ve been 
given.” 

 
 2.  We were reminded that all of our work must fo-
cus on the Missions Committee’s purpose for exis-
tence:  to engage church members in personal rela-
tionships creating a passion for missions. 
 3.  Bomsu Kim, pastor of the Korean CRC meeting 
at Mill Creek, visited us, with 3 of his co-workers  
who just arrived from South Korea, to share his/their 
work in implementing the Dream Church.  In the Ko-
rean language, “dream” means to dedicate to a higher 
person.  Their purpose is to serve the Korean commu-
nity by spreading the word of God/gospel of Christ 
and to establish vital, sound faith communities.  Such 
communities have begun in Mill Creek, Silverdale, 
and are planned for the University District and Belle-
vue, one per year.  Bomsu wanted to share ideas of 
incorporating Korean youth in their church outreach 
and partnering in some ways with FSCRC.   
 4.  Belhar Committee A committee chaired by Den-
nis Roosendaal will study possible ways to further 
acquaint the congregation with the Belhar Confession 
and its pertinence to our members.    
5.  WOTIM/FSCRC Breakfast Club  This group of 
people is comprised of WOTIM and FSCRC congre-
gants to develop “sister” relationships and explore 
ways to mutually encourage each other.  It was 
deemed wise to keep the group relatively small but 
occasionally plan for larger gatherings.  The Belhar 
Conference was sponsored by both church groups.  
Informal visiting/attending events together is happen-
ing among some families/individuals from both con-
gregations. 

 6.  Some Ministry Activities 
· John Crozier will be working for Habit for Hu-

manity. 
· Brad and Amy Nyhoff will be working at a South 

African mission this summer. 
· Eight church members will be attending the 

“When People Care Enough to Act” seminar at 
Trinity Lutheran College on Mar. 30-31. 

 7.  S.A. Sister Church  
Swart Boysen has had serious health issues re-
quiring surgery and recuperation time.  Since 
most progress depends on his leadership, the 
crèche work has had a setback although it is func-
tional.  Swart needs prayer for complete healing 
and strength. 

 8.  Next Meeting – Tuesday, April 17, 6:45 p.m. 
    

Reminder from the editor: 

 

Your committee’s reports could also 
be published in this space; in this way 

you can keep the congregation 
abreast of your thoughts and actions.  

The Communicator is published 
every other month with the next issue 

due out the final Sunday of May! 

Missions Committee Minutes 
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fess their faith  in the Lord. 
 MAY 1997 Anne Wachtveitl’s test results from her 
lymph nodes showed the cancer had spread. Pray for 
her as she undergoes further testing and begins che-
motherapy followed by radiation treatments…. Jeff 
and Jayne express their deep appreciation for the 
farewell gift of $629....Shari Nieuwenhuis has ac-
cepted the position as Church Secretary....Candidate 
Rob Byker, son-in-law of Norm and Claire Jonk-
man, wi ll b rin g t h e ev en in g mes-
sage….CONGRATULATIONS: To  Hilary Wasell 
on  the birth of a daughter on May 10. Olivia Marie 
and Hilary  are both doing well. 
 APRIL 1992 We welcome the Hope Korean CRC 
choir as part of our special music, along with the 
King’s Men from our own church. We encourage as 
many people as possible to join us for potluck after 
the evening service. Korean food will be on the table, 
along with whatever special dish you choose to 
bring....Dennis Plagerman, who has cancer of the 
prostate, will have surgery at Virginia Mason Hospi-
tal....Theo and Linda Vander Wel had their first 
baby this Thursday morning, Austin Michael....April 
8th is Clara MaCafferey’s 90th birthday....Bern and 
Verna Alberda invite the congregation to share in 
the wedding ceremony of their son, Ron, and Julie 
Hammingh in our church on April 11 at 5:00 pm....A 
congregational meeting will be held to elect elders 
and deacons following the morning worship on May 
10. Elder nominees are Al Bierlink, Ron Borger, 
Stephen Kolk, Roy Stanley, Harold Terpstra and 
Vern Van Heyningen. Retiring Elders are Wayne 
Clousing, Bill Groen and George Klungel. Deacon 
nominees are Verna Alberda, Jim Anema, Cla-
rence Deelstra, Duane Einfeld, Dennis Plagerman 
and Mike Vander Wel. Retiring Deacons are Ed 
Einfeld, Wolter Korf and Tim Vanden Bos....We 
rejoice that the Lord has led several young people to 
make profession of their faith in Jesus Christ. They 
are: Rick Dykstra, Rachel Enfield, Beth Keyzer, 
Jason Kolk, Mindy Roberts, Hillary Wasell and 
Chrissy Newbry. Public profession will be made 
during the morning service next week....This June, 
Synod may decide to allow women into the offices of 
elder and minister in the Christian Reformed 
Church.....CASCADE FAMILY BIBLE CONFER-
ENCE - July 6-10. Join other Christians from the 
Northwest at Warm Beach Camp near Everett for an 

(See Bulletins on page 21) 

Jay Anema Ye Olde 

APRIL 2002 Gerald Vanderwerff has been diag-
nosed with chronic leukemia.... Steve Cok has been 
diagnosed wit h a s low growing ly m-
phoma....Congratulations to Matt  and SueAnne 
Wilks  on the birth of a baby girl, Allison Renee.... 
The membership of Herm and Jackie Oordt have 
been transferred to the Faith Community CRC in Mt 
Vernon and that of Jason and  Bonnie Jonkman to 
Crestview Christian Reformed in Boulder, CO....We 
welcome Chad Kooy into our church family from the 
1st CRC of Lynden....Kevin and Sondra are excited 
to announce that EPIC and MAC will be staying here 
at 1st Seattle....Congratulations to David Haverhals, 
recipient of a scholarship presented by the Seattle 
Chapter of the Calvin Alumni Association. 
 MAY 2002 Bud Bakker is recovering from emer-
gency knee surgery on Wed....Elsie Vander Pol’s 
children invite you to an Open House to celebrate 
Elsie’s 90th birthday. 
 APRIL 1997 Rev. Bob Vermeer, retired pastor 
from Lynden, bring both messages.…Test results 
show Anne Weesies’ illness is due to lymphoma. 
Treatment with chemotherapy is indicated….TOP OF 
THE HILL CLUB: We are planning an evening of 
broom hockey at the Highland Arena on April 
26….The council announces they have hired Jeff 
Heerspink as Youth Pastor and Lisa Bigej as Youth 
Ministries Administrator. Both have been working 
under  the guidance and leadership  of Jeff Vander-
stelt since last year....The members of the (Pastor) 
search committee are Julie Alberda, Eileen Faber, 
Nell Groen, Terry Kaemingk, Ellen  Vander Lin-
den, Gregg Boer, Eric Nieuwenhuis, Chris Sink, 
Gerald Van Belle and Tim  Visser. Ex-off icio mem-
bers will be Ken Visser, Deacon  representative, 
Herb Reynolds, Ministries Director and Sherwin  
Van  Mersbergen, Council President….Anne 
Wachtveitl’s surgery on Tue was successful and she 
returned home on Wed….Telli Heys, Matthew Van-
derwerff  and Eric Nieuwenhuis will publicly pro-
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Larry Meyer, Herm Oordt, Herb Reynolds, Cla-
rence Snapper, John Tibbits and Vern Van Heyn-
ingen. Deacons: Al Bierlink, Daryl Broekhuis  and 
Clarence Deelstra....John Vander Linden has con-
sented to take over the work as church book-
keeper....We congratulate John and Becky Vermeer 
of Arizona, in the birth on Thursday, May 27 of 
Marlae Joy. 
 APRIL 1982 This morning Kimberly Lynn Ekins 
and Rachel Lynn Vander Giessen will receive the 
Sacrament of Baptism.....Reformed Fellowship is 
sponsoring a seminar by Dr Lester De Koster in 
our church on Mon, Tue and Wed evenings at 8 PM.  
Dr De Koster will be speaking on 1. Male Head-
ship, Marriage and Society 2. Trends in Interpreta-
tion of the Bible and 3; Trends in the Christian Re-
formed Church....Congratulations to Greg and Alice 
(Gavey) Sundy in the birth of Christoffer Lee, on 
Tue....Cascade Family Bible Conference speakers 
this year are the Revs Lugene Bazuin and Rens 
Broekhuizen. 
 MAY 1982 This morning Eric Vander Giessen 
and Lora Vander Giessen will make public their 
faith in Jesus Christ....BECKY VERMEER had her 
final chemotherapy treatment this past week!  We 
rejoice with her and John that these have been con-
cluded and trust with them that God has used them 
for her complete healing....This morning a special 
part of our service will be the readmission of Cla-
rence Bol to the fellowship of Christ and His 
church.  We praise God for this glorious evidence of 
the power of His grace.  Let us receive this brother 
as a fellow member in the family of God....The con-
gregation is invited to attend the wedding of Tom 
Triezenberg and Judy Vreugdenhil on Friday, 
May 21 at 8 PM....A congregational meeting will be 
held following our evening service to consider ex-
tending a call to Rev John Moes of Helena, Mon-
tana as Seafarer's Chaplain 
 APRIL 1977 At our last congregational meeting it 
was voted on to submit a call to Rev Robert D Rit-
sema of Allendale CRC, Michigan. All who wish to 
write are encouraged to do so. 
 MAY 1977 A Congregational meeting will be held 
on May 24 for the purpose of calling a minister from 
the following trio: Re vs. Harry G. Arnold, 1st 
Lansing, IL; Leonard C. Bossenbroek, Wyoming 
Park CRC and Jack M. Gray, 1st Redlands, CA 
 MAY 1972 Hearty congratulations to John and 

inspiring five days with Dr. Joseph Aldrich and Pas-
tor Berton Van Antwerpen. 
 MAY 1992 At our PM service, Taproot Theater will 
present “The King and Me”, a series of stories that il-
lustrate themes of salvation, redemption, obedience 
and love....There will be an ‘Open House’ for Mrs. 
Cammenga this Wed evening at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Corry Bakker ....This morning Barry and Kath-
eryn Berendsen will reaffirm their faith in Jesus 
Christ. The sacrament of Baptism will be administered 
to Austin Vander Wel, son of Theo and Linda; and 
to Daniel and Jesse Berendsen, sons of Barry  and 
Katheryn ....Council will consider a shift from an 
11:00 am to a 10:00 am morning service for the sum-
mer months this year....This morning the sacrament of 
Baptism will be administered to Brennan Vanden 
Bos, son of Tim and Julie. We’re happy to have Rev 
William Vanden Bos, Tim’s  father, taking part in the 
service....At the Congregational Meeting on May 10, 
Ron Borger, Roy Stanley and Vern Van Heyningen 
were elected to the office of Elder. Jim Anema, Cla-
rence Deelstra and Mike Vander Wel were elected to 
the office of Deacon. 
 APRIL 1987 Our meeting for the election of Elders 
and Deacons will be April 28th. Those nominated to 
the position of Elder are: Jay Anema, John Katte, Al 
Kuipers, Larry Meyer, Bill Odgers, Herm Oordt, 
Herb Reynolds, Clarence Snapper, John Tibbits, 
Ben Vanderwerff, Vern Van Heyningen and Herm 
Weesies. For Deacon: Verna Alberda, Al Bierlink, 
Daryl Broekhuis, Greta Clousing, Clarence Deel-
stra, Jay Faber, Karl Groen, Jo Matter, Eleanor 
Rietkerk, Tim Vanden Bos, Nan Vander Giessen 
and Cheryl Van Hal….June 1st will be Wilma 
Triezenberg’s last day as our church’s bookkeeper. 
She will be retiring after serving years. Thank you 
Willie for keeping everything straight for all these 
years! 
 MAY 1987 SEARCH COMMITTEE BRIEFS) Herb 
opened the meeting with prayer and scripture reading. 
2)Reviewed responses from the prospective pastors 
who have been contacted subsequent to the decline. 
Three would be in a position to consider a call at this 
time. 3)Discussed completed questionnaires received 
from the Ministerial Information Service regarding 
several ministers. Eight pastors were selected to re-
ceive packets and letters.....At the congregational 
meeting last week the following were elected: Elders: 

(Bulletins continued from page 20) 
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 So let us go to another 
t ime in our history. It  is the 
t ime of World War I, 1915-
1918. The place is Alaska. 
Tracie Peterson has written 
a series of three books that 
cover the early sett lers in 
Alaska. Times are difficult 
in many different aspects - 
transportation, weather, 
ep idemics,  treachery, 
friendships. These books 
will soon be in the church 
library. 

SUMMER OF THE MID-
NIGHT SUN , Book o ne, 37 8  p p 

UNDER THE NORTHERN LIGHTS , Book two, 3 7 9 p p 

WHISPERS OF WINTER, Book three 381 pp 

All three books were published in 2006 by Bethany 
House Publishers, Minneapolis, MN. 

The main characters in these stories – in this story – are 
Leah and her brother Jacob Barringer. Their parents died 
during the t ime of the Alaska gold rush and they are 
raised by friends who influence their lives a lot. But 
when the story opens Leah and Jacob are adults. Leah 
has gotten used to living in the wilds of Alaska with 
Jacob, who raises dogs and uses them for transportation. 
The dogs are very important characters in the story. 
They live in a small village with natives all around them 
and are also  good friends with the missionary family 
who is there from Minnesota. Leah learns much about 
natural remedies and this comes into play in many ways. 
She and her brother run the small “store” in the village, 
help with obtaining needed animals for food and for 
skins for clothing. Leah and Jacob seem to be happily 
complete as a family, but 
they both desire to be mar-
ried and have their “own” 
families. Leah often thinks 
about Jayce, a friend of 
Jacob who came into their 
lives when Leah was much 
younger. He ignored her as 
the litt le sister – just a 
youngster. Later they meet 
again and he takes a sec-
ond look, but complica-
t ions arise when his exact 
twin brother also arrives 
on the scene. 
Both Jacob and Jayce 
agree to be involved with a 
team to do some exploring 
in the arctic. For one awful 
winter their ship and crew are imprisoned by the ice. 
Since they are off course, no one knows exactly where 

(See Library on page 23) 

 CANDLE IN THE DARKNESS  by Lynn Austin, Bethany 
House, Minneapolis, MN, 2002, 431 pp. 

In the last COMMUNICATOR, Jan Vander Linden intro-
duced this book along with other books by the same author. 
I read this book at the t ime of and after the Belhar Confer-
ence. This seemed so appropriate because this book is a 
great novel centered on the historical period of our civil war. 

This story is told in the first person by Caroline who has 
many family situations which help her to grow up rather 
quickly. Her mother dies at a young age. Most of her ills 
may have been emotionally/psychologically induced. Caro-
line looks like her mother and behind their hands many folk 
wonder if “Caroline may be just like her mother.” This both-
ers her only for a t ime. 

Caroline is from the south – a good Virginia girl – or is she? 
She cannot tolerate slavery. She is especially saddened 
when her best friend and playmate, her nanny’s son, is taken 
away in chains to the auction. Because her father is often 
away, she spends t ime with various relatives. An uncle and 
aunt in Virginia have her for a t ime, and she becomes very 
good friends with her cousin Jonathan. Later she spends 
t ime in the north and is introduced to the antislavery move-
ment. When she returns to the south she takes with her abo-
lit ionist materials. She meets a young man in her hometown 
who actually admires her for her opinions though he does 
not agree with them. 

The Civil war rages in her 
back door. She is involved 
in both sides though her 
sympathies lie with the 
slaves. She teaches her own 
slaves – she is often in 
charge because her father is 
away – to read and write. 
They teach her much about 
the Lord. 

It is easy to read and you 
don’t want to put it  down – 
even to eat! However, Caro-
line doesn’t have an easy 
t ime agreeing (or does she 
agree?) to spy for the north 
while her cousin Jonathan 
and her fiancée are fighting 
in the army of the south. 

Winerva Klungel 
Book Reviews 
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especially basketball and baseball.  With such an ac-
tive life, Marcia is know n to be a positive and cheerful 
person.  I suppose that comes from her early life 
without electricity and facilities w here a person learns 
not to complain and to love life.   

(Family Focus continued from page 24) 

nitch. They never seem to sett le and then the dreams to 
stay in Seatt le fall away because business fails. They are 
given an opportunity to go to Montana to live on Dan’s 
family farm. Leslie doesn’t like the idea but is willing to 
do it  for a year. Maybe they can save enough to go back to 
Seatt le, build the dream home, and reestablish business. 
They decide together to go to Montana for a year and then 
go back to Seatt le. 
Leslie is going to be a good farmer’s wife. She will have 
t ime with their children. The ideals are building. But then 
she hasn’t taken into account Dan’s mother and sisters and 
the whole VandeKeere family. Mother still wants to guide 
her son in money matters and in other ways. Dan has 
come home and actually begins going to church. Leslie 
has never become a Christ ian and may only have gone to 
church on an Easter or Christmas now and then. She is 
still dreaming of that house, and the amount they had 
saved goes into farm machinery. Then she feels the need 
to return to work as a nurse in the local hospital. When 
she has a new found friend named Kathy care for the chil-
dren, the family is somewhat irate. It  goes on with the 
most interesting conflicts and results. Leslie sees that Dan 
is actually happy here and much different from any other 
place they have lived. She even likes him better this way. 
But … 

Read it and have fun with the familiar names that fit  a val-
ley in Montana. The author talks about Coffee Break too. 
And do enjoy meeting Leslie. You can’t help but be her 
friend as she “ finds the 
only best place for her 
heart.” 

they are located nor if they will ever get home again. Jacob 
also wonders if he will ever get back to the woman he 

loves – beside that, he’s never 
let her know he loves her 
(Quite a quandary!). Jayce too 
needs to return to his family. 
There are more situations that 
one can only imagine belong to 
a truly undeveloped land. 
Changes come as some want to 
see Alaska become a state. 
These books too can make us 
very intrigued about a vital t ime 
in the history of our country. 
 And how about a novel about 
the almost now time? THE 
ONLY BEST PLAC E by  
Carolyn Aarsen, Warner Faith 
Publishers, New York, NY, 

2006, 314 pp. 

Leslie VandeKeere loves her husband Dan and her chil-
dren. She is a good nurse and works so they can build a 
dream house in Seatt le where her husband has a business. 
Before this they often moved – maybe Dan cannot find his 

(The Gift continued from page 22) 
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Marcia began attending First CRC because she 
got a new car in 1990.  With reliable transportation it  
was easy to make that 17mile trip and to make the 
transition.  Joyce Kok w as looking for new  people for 
their household fellowship and Marcia overheard her 
asking about Marcia Green as she w as walking 
dow n the church aisle ahead of her.  So of course 
she introduced herself.  Because she was still w ork-
ing she found she could w ork on 
Sundays and still attend the evening 
service.   

Marcia comes from hearty Min-
nesota stock, w here she grew  up on 
farms around Brooten Minn.  No 
running w ater or bathrooms and 
early on no electricity, until she w ent 
into nurses training.  Her Mom died 
in 1954 and she took over the 
household at age 14, even milking 
cows w ith milking machines w hen 
the men w ere busy in the f ield.  She 
has one brother and one sister.   

After high school she w ent into 
nurses training in Minneapolis at the 
Sw edish Hospital and w orked there 
over a year.  After graduation she 
moved to Seattle in 1961 w hen one 
of her girlfriends was moving here 
for the Worlds Fair, to see it and 
stay w ith relatives.  So Marcia came 
along and the relatives became like 
family. 

She found a job in the surgery 
ward at Firlands, the TB Sanitarium 
where she met her husband. David.  
(A nurse, who knew  her, told him he 
should ask Marcia out and he did.)  She w orked 
there until she w as 7 months pregnant w ith her f irst 
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son.  Later on she w orked at the old Maynard Hospi-
tal part time betw een the births of her two sons.  
Then she w ent to w ork at the Veterans Hospital, 
working full time for the next 33 years.  Her husband 
died of cancer in 1990 and she retired in 2000. 

Since then she has gone to Coffee Break and 
has belonged to a Grow  Group.  She thought w hen 
she retired that she w ould have lots of time to read, 
but f inds she is often too busy.  Her favorite are 
books on Polit ics,  and Char les Stanley ‘s series 
“The Freedom in Chr ist Series” 

She volunteered to w ork at Sunrise House w ith 
Karen Dyke for 2 years until they moved to Kent.   

Her Grandson, w ho was born in 1996, loves to 
spend time w ith Grandma and he absolutely loves 
Bible School so Marcia makes a big w eek out of it for 
him and helps out there too.  

She has lived in the same house in the Sew ard 
Park neighborhood since Decem-
ber of 1962.  Her oldest son, John, 
has come back home tw ice and is 
currently living at the house, so 
she gets lots of practice cooking.  
She also tr ies to help her 
neighbors, tw o couples who spend 
time in California and Colorado, 
and she takes care of their mail,  
gets the law ns mow ed and lets 
workers and trades people in for 
various reasons.  She also belongs 
to an organization for Federal em-
ployees  w here she attends 
monthly meetings and is the Chap-
lain for the group, opening the 
meetings w ith prayer.  She is a 
Sunshine Lady, w ho sends out 
sympathy, get w ell, and birthday 
cards and makes telephone calls.   
As if  that isn’t enough to keep her 
from reading, her hobby is feeding 
wild birds and counting them, 2 
days every other w eek from No-
vember through March, for the De-
partment of Ornithology at Cornell 
University.  She also enjoys sports, 

(See Family Focus on page 23) 

Family Focus 
Carol Grant 
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