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(See Husbands on page 5) 
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(See Husbands on page 6) 
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Bad Potato-Good Waitress  
 
I went out to this restaurant not long ago and met the waitress of my dreams. 
 
About halfway through dinner I noticed my baked potato had big brown spots going all the way through. 
So I called the waitress over and said, "Ma'am, this potato is bad." 
 
She nodded, picked up the potato, and smacked it. Then she put it back on my plate and said, "Sir, if that 
potato causes any more trouble, you just let me know." 
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This was by far the most spiritually blessed trip we have 
ever taken to South Africa.  Our Lord is at work there in 
so many ways.  He has blessed Second Table Ministries 
(STM) with wonderful results and relationships!  In our 
very midst, STM has been quietly at work and is having 
significant impact through partnerships with numerous 
Uniting Reformed Churches in Southern Africa 
(URCSA) and our other connections there. 

It all began following our 2005 trip, when Wendell and 
Kelly Verduin were moved by God to create STM and 
developed huge hearts for our Reformed brothers and 
sisters in South Africa.  God has ordained them to live 
the Belhar Confession, promote it in many denomina-
tions, and to serve many URCSA congregations. 

God has engaged us in relationships and partnerships 
with many powerful men of Christ: 

o Lucas Plaatjie, a dear friend and now Moderator of 
the URCSA Cape Synods. 

o Carl Swart who, through his work with BADISA, 
has led us to several congregations and is so supportive 
of the DRC and URCSA joint work we love to inspire. 

o Dr. Daniel Maluleke, a brilliant man and moderator 
of the URCSA Northern Synod with whom we had 
breakthrough meetings this trip. 

o Efraim Oppelt, our “man on the ground” in northern 
SA working with Dr. Maluleke. 

o Rev. Anton Doyer (retired pastor of the Ohrigstad 
DRC) and his wife Toekie, now living near and work-
ing with the Ohrigstad URCSA congregation in 
Kgautswane – Anton is one of the original signers of 
the Belhar Confession! 

o Japie Leeuwner, the engineering designer for the 
Kgautswane water system. 

o    Johan van der Walt and Mark Heap, great benefac-
tors to both Evaton Noord and Maranatha churches 
from the Driehoek DRC. 

God brought great new travel mates to STM for this 
trip: 

· Reverend Dr. Rik (a PhD in African – American 
church history and university professor) and his wife, 
Reverend Denise Stevenson, who are the senior pastors 
of City Hope Ministries in Grand Rapids, Michigan 

· Reverend John Postuma, a retired CRC pastor from 
Caledonia, Ontario, Canada who the last 8 years was 
deeply involved in Worldwide Christian Schools and 
has now committed the rest of his life to serving the 
poor 

·      Eunice Hop, a retired teacher from Baldwin, Wis-
consin, who taught Zuni Native Americans at Rehoboth, 
NM for over 20 years. 

Jesus was there in all four congregations where we vis-
ited and worshiped!  The joy, love, impassioned music 
and worship lifted our hearts and souls every time.  Rik 
preached each time and was able to liberate and encour-
age our brothers and sisters to the point of jubilant 
praise and shouts of “amen”.  He used simple themes, 
preached only 15 minutes or so, but is gifted as an inter-
active pastor helping congregants see themselves in the 
Scriptures, not just hear about them - an amazing gift to 
be experienced! 

A number of times circumstances came together that 
only God could have orchestrated: 

1. James and his wife Solitair happened to be at the 
same Wimpy restaurant where we were eating lunch.  
Denise answered a question they raised which led to 
James saying “I want to learn more about this Jesus”!  
This couple traveled a considerable distance to join us 
at the Aark Guest Lodge in Vanderbijlpark and spent 
several hours with Rik and Denise in prayer and heart-
felt witnessing discussions. 

2. We “happened” to meet 73 year old Johannes at the 
Kgautswane water spring and watched him work to fill 
his Hippo water roller and then pull that heavy 20 gal-
lon drum up the long hill to his home.  The very next 
day he was a participant in the water system meeting we 

(See Ministries on page 11) 
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held – from a stranger collecting water, to someone who 
will benefit directly from the system rebuild and is one 

of our stakeholders!  This is the Kgautswane water sys-
tem rebuild that STM is promoting and will serve 7,000 
residents who are now without clean or running water! 

(Ministries continued from page 10) 

3. Visiting the horrible living conditions in Boiketlong 
only to have a young man, also named Johannes, sit 
right next to us during lunch at Maranatha URCSA – a 
very bright young man who wants to go to Harvard and 
lives in that place! 

4.  To the “chance” meeting of the new pastor and his 
wife at the Ohrigstad DRC where she said “we want our 
church to be more involved with Reverend Sipho 
Mokoena”, our dear friend whose tutorial center and 
URCSA church STM has been involved with since 
2007 in Kgautswane! 

We saw poverty deeper than ever before in places like 
Khayelitsha, Aliwal North, Klipkop, and Boiketlong 
townships with 90 % unemployment or higher!  These 
places often have no electricity, running water, or de-
cent toilet facilities. 

We saw hunger more troubling than ever before in the 
churches we serve.  The Aliwal North URCSA serves 
some 200 people in that community the one meal per 
day they will get on Monday, Wednesday and Friday – 
(another church serves them on Tuesday and Thursday) 
- that’s only 5 meals per week!!  This day we saw the 
little ones come with sawed off plastic pop bottle bot-

toms for dishes, or 
broken bowls or 
plates, all of which 
had to have the dirt 
wiped out of them 
before they got one 
scoop each of 
mealies (samp), 
yellow squash, and 
a slurry of cooked bones which served as the “gravy” 
and provided one meatless bone for each to suck on for 

(See Ministries on page 12) 
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nourishment.  Wow, what a tear jerker situation that 
was for our ladies who served these kids, many of 
whom were barefoot, along with the elderly and dis-

abled adults who had lined up with their bowls as 
well. 

We saw families show up for the packaged food give-
away at Maranatha URCSA only to see 14 families 
turned away when the food ran out.  Whew, was that 
hard to see.  Happily in this case, those remaining 
families were invited to join us for lunch in the 
church. 

We visited members of Evaton Noord URCSA in 
their homes where, for the most part, the cupboards 
were bare.  We learned that the R600 government sti-
pend they get each month simply does not buy enough 
food to live on that long.  When a number of them (plus 
members from Maranatha and Poortjie) toured Soweto 
with us, we stopped at a buffet style restaurant for lunch 
and their plates were piled high!  Pastor Swart Booysen 
reports to us that “the food was the core of what they 
enjoyed…the lunch was an answered prayer to some 
who have no food at home”.  Can you imagine this?  
They are so hungry.  Thank heavens for our Meals 
program ministry for the children on Sundays!  This 
hunger was apparent again when we visited the home of 
Mary, a member of Evaton Noord, whose cupboards 
were also empty.  Dawn gave her a jar of our Vashon 
home made black berry jam – Mary kissed the top of 
the lid and carefully set it up in her cupboard – this was 
incredibly emotional for us. 

Lest any of us think our Sister Church relationship 
doesn’t mean anything to our Evaton Noord brothers 
and sisters, we can assure you that this congregation 
remains completely and totally THRILLED with our 
relationship with them.  We hear it over and over again 
from nearly everyone.  In fact, though I do not have a 

(Ministries continued from page 11) 
picture of it, sister Yvonne Nyathi, who was visited by 
Eunice and John, had framed and prominently hung in 
her home our congregational picture taken in 2008 
which Wendell and Kelly had distributed as gifts to 
Evaton Noord that year.  They love us all very much 
and our relationship is significant! 

We also heard from members of Evaton Noord’s own 
sister church at Poortjie their disappointment that we 
did not visit with them this year.  When we North 
Americans visit the URCSA churches we serve, it is a 
significant and uplifting event that means the world to 
our brothers and sisters.  Let us not forget the impact 
this has on our Lord’s kingdom!  These churches are 
growing rapidly – Maranatha had 800 members last 
year and now has 1,370 (perhaps including its daughter 

ch u r ch es )!  
Not only 
that, but 
even though 
their income 
runs R3,000 

short of costs 
each month, 
they still 
reach out to 
their two new 
daughter congregations in Klipkop and Boiketlong to 
serve the needs of those who are even more poor than 
themselves.  What lessons we can learn from our South 
African brothers and sisters! 

I leave you with the words written March 9th by our 
brother, Swart Booysen: “It was wonderful for us to 
have you here.  We are revived, encouraged and healed 
spiritually.  The dance during our Sunday service was 
the climax for me.  It touched my emotion when seeing 
the oneness before God and his heavenly hosts.  The 
interaction during Saturday home visits and after the 
service created a very warm climate of brotherly love 
expected of us as Christians.  The residents of Palm 
Springs [the area around Evaton Noord] saw heaven at 
their doorsteps.”  No wonder these trips are so incredi-
bly meaningful to the participants and important in our 
Lord’s heart!  Come join us on this incredible journey 
with God! 
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Oops 
 
Once while ministering on a church staff as the youth director, I sent a thank you letter to those adults who had 
served in one of my areas throughout the previous year. The letter  began:  "Last summer I asked you to consider 
working as a youth coach in our church's junior high youth group.  I am thankful for your acceptance of that chal-
lenge over this past school year.  You may have felt extremely incapable as you thought about working with junior 
highers, but you claimed 2 Corinthians 12:9 nevertheless."  Part of this verse says, "My grace is sufficient for you, 
for my power is made perfect in weakness."  

 
However, my secretary made the mistake of typing 2 Corinthians 12:8 as the scripture reference instead, which 
reads, "Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me!"  

- Mark Wesner, Indianapolis  
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(Boogaard continued from page 14) 
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