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Some confusion seems to exist within the con-
gregation as to what those collections on Sunday 
are all about.  Where does the money go? Why 
should I give in the first place? 

How is your spiritual thermometer? 

Questions, questions and more questions. 
First let’s look at the present structure of our col-
lections so we get some idea of what is going on. 
How does it all work? 
Every Sunday there is a collection for the Local 
Operating Budget. (also known as the LOB). Re-
member the three P’s and you will know what 
this money is for.  
The first P stands for People . The staff has to be 
paid. Harry and Grace need to eat, buy clothes, 
etc. We like to  see a bulletin on Sunday morning 
and thank Erica for getting that ready every 
week. Ingrid makes sure there is music and 
leads us in singing and worship.  

The second P stands for Programs . It refers to 
the various ministry programs of our church, 
such as the Youth program, Cadets, Gems etc. 
 The third P stands for Plant (meaning building). 
We have to maintain and operate a building. As 
a matter of fact the second Sunday each month 
is for the Building Expansion Fund (or a more 
accurate name would be Debt Retirement Fund). 

 
On two Sundays each month we have two offer-
ings. The first one is taken after the Lord’s Sup-
per on the first Sunday of the month. This money 
is for the Benevolence Fund. God has blessed 
us enormously. In addition to our local church 
family we have also been able to support the 
needy within the wider church community. Who 
do we support? The following is a list of the plan 
we follow: 

 March 5 - Benevolence for the local church 

 April 2 - Shoreline Community Care Center 

 May 7 - Luke Society 

 June 4 - Benevolence for the local church 

 July 2 - Shoreline Community Care Center 

 August 6 - Bethany 

 Sept. 3 - Benevolence for the local church 

 Oct. 1 - CRWRC 

 Nov. 5 - Acres of Diamonds 

 Dec. 3 - Benevolence for the local church 

 Jan.  - Life Choices 

 Feb. 4 - NWMM 

 

The second time we have a second offering is 
the third Sunday of the month. It is designated 
for Missions. 

Who do we support? Here is the list: 

March - Child Evangelism Fellowship (Karen 
Dyk) 

April - Mission Support 

May - Skagit Valley Hispanic Ministries (Joe 
Strong) 

June - Rehoboth (Dot and Pete Goudzwaard) 

July  -  FLAME (Herb and Martha Reynolds) 

Aug -  Pacific Island Ministries (The Heidemas) 

Sept - Child Evangelism Fellowship (Karen Dyk) 

Oct - Mission Support 
Nov  - Skagit Valley Hispanic Ministries (Joe 
Strong) 

Dec - Rehoboth (Dot and Pete Goudzwaard) 
The deacons manage the Benevolence Fund as 
well as the Mission Fund. 

 
The Finance Team deals with the LOB. The 
given structure leaves some room for people to 
give to causes close to their heart. Ultimately 
your giving is between you and God. Does God 
say anything about the subject? Plenty. I will just 
refer you to Malachi 3:8-12. 

Please read this at your own speed. Is it possi-
ble to rob God? Evidently it is. Pretty serious 
words. He also promises to bless those who give 
in a most amazing way ‘…. see if I will not open 

(See Giving on page 6) 

Giving is Part of Thanksgiving 
&�
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the floodgates of heaven ….’ Cool isn’t it? Do 
you trust that that is true for you personally? This 
goes for the rich man as well as the poor and for 
every one in between. Somehow tithing seems 
to get harder when we make more money. It re-
minds me of the rich man who came to his pas-
tor. 

‘I want to tithe’, the man told his pastor, ‘I want to 
give 10% of my income to the church every 
week. When my income was $50 a week I gave 
$5 to the church every week. When I was suc-
cessful in business and my weekly income rose 
to $500 a week, I gave $50 to my church every 
week. But now my income is $5000 a week and I 
just can’t bring myself to give $500 a week to the 
church.’ 

The pastor said: ’Why don’t we pray over this.’ 

The pastor began to pray: ‘Dear God, please 
makes this man’s weekly income $500. - a week 
so he can tithe again.” 

I trust you get the point. ‘Why do we do what we 
do?’ to quote someone from our Saturday morn-

(Giving continued from page 5) ing Bible Study. Do we give our all? Do we real-
ize that we are stewards?   

How is your spiritual thermometer? 

A confidential giving record number is available 
for each family or individual. If you don’t have 
one and want one, speak to our church treas-
urer. Simply write the number on the memo line 
in the left lower portion of the check. You may 
also specify on the same line the cause you are 
giving for. The number system enables the 
treasurer to provide you with a record of your 
giving over the previous year in January. That’s 
kind of handy when you fill in your income tax. 
This of course only works when you write out 
checks. Our treasurer is Jay Anema (206-525-
3338) Give him a call if you have any questions. 
You are a very generous congregation. God has 
indeed blessed this church richly. According to 
Malachi the two are closely connected. Let us 
continue to celebrate His presence.  

Giving is part of Thanksgiving. 
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*Conversations with others at T.E. 
*Building relationships with the youth at New Hope 
Presbyterian Church. 

*Tutoring three students at Concord Elementary 

 

  

  

  
  
PRAYERS 
* Children in the club would grow in 
Jesus. 
* More con- versations at both 
schools. 
* Christian youth would resist those things 
that draw them away from Jesus. 

* For Selena to know the Lord. 

 From Karen Dyk 
 Recently the Lord used an encounter with a little gir l 
and a cat to touch my heart. 
 The scene is of a child holding a very large cat, 
which is almost as big as the little girl.  But she is 
very determined to do all she can to make sure it does 
not fall.  This child was very kind and loving.  She 
reached out when my back was toward her.   
What I learned from this exchange is how the Lord 
calls me to be as a child - simple, innocent, light-
hearted, tender, approachable, to reach out and share 
what I have.  Doesn’t this also reflect Jesus? 
 The cat looked uncomfortable and yet it was resting.  
It didn’t squirm or try to get free.  Maybe it felt the 
love of its keeper.   
 When I go through difficult times I just want them to 
end.  I quickly forget to rest and trust in the One who 
loves me and holds me up with His everlasting arms! 

 

 PRAISES 

 
*Six children come to GNC at Tukwila Elementary 
(T.E.) 

“The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are 

the everlasting arms.”  Deut. 33:27 
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munity. Two Bible studies take place each week. Vida 
Nueva has their own praise band, a five member Junta 
(council), and several young people are members of the 
Cadets and GEMS and youth groups. Through the Lead-
ership Development Network, leaders are being trained 
to eventually take over the pastoral responsibilities. 
PRAISE GOD FOR AMOR VIVIENTE (Love Alive 
CRC)! 
A little over two years ago God gave the board an ex-
panded vision for Hispanic ministry. We began to think 
of Joe as a missionary church developer, rather than as a 
single church planter. We caught God's dream for a de-
veloping church in Whatcom County. This church 
meets in homes with 10-15 adults taking part. Joe 
spends about 10 hours a week working among the com-
munity as a first step of building a ministry presence. 
Joe also spends an afternoon each week visiting the His-
panic population of the Whatcom County Jail in Bel-
lingham. This leads to more ministry contacts and op-
portunities. Three people are being trained in music 
ministry for the future praise band. Currently Amor 
Viviente is searching for a place to meet for Thursday 
night and Sunday mornings. 

PRAISE GOD FOR OUR BOARD MEMBERS! 
Joe works with 2 boards each with 6 members. One 
board represents the work going on in Whatcom County 
and the other in Skagit County. These board members 
provide support, ideas and a prayer covering for this 
work. 
PRAISE GOD FOR THE MISSION HEART OF 
THE CRC CLASSIS PNW!  
This entire wonderful God glorifying ministry happens 
because Classis PNW has vision for the Kingdom of 
God. Every family in the CRC Classis PNW gives $10 
to ministry shares that goes to the Hispanic Ministry 
Fund. In this way the members of Classis contribute 
around $30,000 a year to this vital ministry. Currently 
there is a surplus in the fund which allows for ministry 
expansion and longevity.   In addition, the special offer-
ings from churches are important to meet the yearly ex-
penditures. The denomination contributes on a descend-
ing sliding scale. This fiscal year it contributes about 
$15,000. 
 If you are not receiving Joe's bi-monthly report, please 
contact jose_strong@yahoo.com. 

Your servant in Christ,  

Pastor Jon Westra 
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NORTHWEST HISPANIC MINISTRY 
February 27, 2006  

Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

 
 Greetings from the Northwest Hispanic Ministry 
Committee. We thank you for your continuing sup-
port of the Hispanic Ministry in the Northwest. 
The purpose of this letter is simply to thank you for 
your ministry share support of $10 per family, for 
your special offerings and also to inform you of the 
work that is going on in the name of Jesus. 

PRAISE GOD FOR JOE STRONG! 
Our first item of praise is for Joe Strong, our mis-
sionary church planter.  In Joe, our classis has a 
God sent missionary for the work. Joe, with his 
wife Nellie, were missionaries in Honduras for 12 
years before beginning the work here in the North-
west. Since 1995, Joe has been knocking on doors, 
visiting jails, preaching, and evangelizing. This 
ministry has been built around the gifts and passion 
of Joe Strong. We thank God for His gift to us! 
Every other month, Joe sends the churches a minis-
try report, which tell the stories of life transforma-
tion of hundreds of people who are being touched 
through this ministry. 
PRAISE GOD FOR VIDA NUEVA  (New Life 
CRC)! 
Vida Nueva is the name of the ministry that has 
had a solid ministry presence in Mount Vernon for 
ten years. The congregation meets every Sunday 
from 4:00-6:00 p.m. for worship and Sunday 
school. First CRC of Mount Vernon provides a 
strong support to the ministry by supplying a place 
of worship. Members from the surrounding CRC's 
help supply Sunday school teachers, babysitters 
and board members. Once a year the churches all 
worship together. Even though Vida Nueve has a 
base of 25 -30 adults and 35 kids on Sundays, the 
ministry touches a much larger circle in the com-
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 I see that most of the news I sent in the WINTER 
FLAMING NEWS (the day before Spring) is about 
the same as you read in the January COMMUNICA-
TOR. I do have a couple stories to tell and perhaps a 
bit of an update. 

 
 First is a quote 
from Chapter 
Twelve of the Vi-
sion for Guinea 
Bissau. The Rey-
n o lds  w r it e , 
“When the two of 
us came in Janu-
ary  2003 t o 
Guinea Bissau, 
we expected to 
live in a cute 
round house by 
the sea. Chenda 
had visited Sene-
gal and had seen a 
m i s s i o n a r y ’ s 
house that was 
round and he con-
cluded that mis-
sionaries live in 
round houses. So 
he built us one. A 
missionary friend 
named Jill Karlik 
had been to Can-

chungo, seen our round house, taken photos of it, 
made a drawing and sent them to us in the US in Oc-
tober 2002. After seeing the photos and drawing, we 
were really excited about living in the round house by 
the sea. Instead, when we arrived we found the house 
had been dismantled and moved because of a bound-
ary line dispute with a military man. We did not 
move into our headquarters’ house until February 26, 
2005. However the round house had practically no 
ventilation and would have been a ‘hot house’. A new 
house was designed by us and built so that it would 
take advantage of prevailing breezes from the sea, 
plus it is an office for FLAME work. Now too, we 
have extra rooms for people who come to work with 
us from America.” I had never heard this story before 
and thought you might enjoy it also. This then leads 
to my next story – Dale Boyce returned from his trip 
to Guinea Bissau and shared his story with the board. 
I hope you find it as interesting and encouraging as 
the board did. 
At our last board meeting, March 17, Dale Boyce 
joined us. He had returned from Guinea Bissau just a 
few days before. He told how he was greeted by Herb 

(See Flame on page 11) 
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and Martha and their friends in Bissau, and then 
about the trip to Canchungo where the work is done. 
On his first Sunday there he was impressed by the 
long church service which really didn’t seem to last 
so many hours because the people were so very en-
thusiastic about their worship. He was surprised to be 
seated on the platform with the pastor and the Rey-
nolds. 
The four weeks there he taught David and Daniel, the 
two men who will be the teachers of mechanics. 
They have different talents which compliment each 
other, and Dale was impressed with their abilities. 
Each day of the workweek Dale taught theory for 
three hours in the morning. After the long African 
noon break – noon until 3 p.m. because of the heat – 
another three hours of practical teaching took place. 
Two men, pastor Chenda and Lorenzo, did the inter-
preting and that worked well. Pastor Chenda seemed 
to be on top of many things –he had found some ve-
hicles that needed repair so the men had something 
to work on. Dale was very enthused about the work 
done. He also saw some ways things could be im-
proved and seems to want to go back. He also en-
joyed bartering with the natives, the friendliness of 
the people, and many more positive things. He re-
ported that the school building is getting done well. 
The arrival of the container will help with supplies 
and equipment. Someone on the board heard that the 

(Flame continued from page 10) 

We are called by God to be channels of His Love, messengers of His Word, and instruments of the 

Holy Spirit to bring the people of Africa into the fellowship of Christ and His Church. 
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container had arrived in Canchungo. We knew from 
Martha that it had arrived in port two days early – 
quite a contrast from last time when it was two 
months late! It also sounds as if there are many people 

ready to be students. That is an answer to prayer. I 
guess the Reynolds really never doubted that aspect! 
 When Herb and Martha arrived their f irst task was to 
assess the situation. How could two Americans look 
at things in a more realistic African way? They cry for 
patience. So many tasks had been planned for the Af-
ricans to do while Herb and Martha were stateside 
and very few were completed. There was electrical, 
plumbing and grillwork to be done. It sounded as 
though these were well in hand by the time Dale left 
for home. In addition to a few disappointments, both 
Herb and Martha were attacked by some ill health. 
Martha had infected tonsils and sinus, a sore throat, 
and serious cough. People from church came to pray 
and visit. Herb had prostate troubles. He was able to 
get help from the doctor next door. Herb improved 
after some meds and drinking lots of water. Martha 
was slow in healing and Herb determined to get some 
help for her. However the doctor was always one step 
farther and Herb didn’t catch him before he left for 
Bissau. However, Herb went home by a different 
route and encountered an English-speaking pharma-
cist who came with some help. I’m praying that by 
now – March 20 – their health has improved and they 
are emptying the container. We hope that brings joy 
for them and others! 

(See Flame on page 12) 
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Thanks to our supporters and our God for ready 
hearts and hands to fill our needs this month and in 
the months to come. 

 
 More information can be gleaned from our website: 
http.www.flameministry.org 

 Thank you. 

 The prayer list remains very much the same. 
· Pray for good health for Herb and Martha. Also 

pray that they can complete several projects before 
their return in April. 

· Pray that someone will still come forward to be 
Master Teacher for sewing. If not, pray that Mar-
tha will have the time to carry on that task. 

· Pray for Guinean teachers to be available to learn 
from Master Teachers. 

· Pray that the hearts of many folk here will be 
touched to give – financially and/or as volunteers. 
We do need new/more board members. 

· Pray that the political situation in Guinea Bissau 
may remain settled. (Dale gave a positive report 
concerning this.) 

· Pray for the country and leaders of Guinea Bissau. 
May there be an atmosphere of integrity and hon-
esty and compassion. 

· Pray for wisdom for our missionaries as they open 
the school for instruction and discipling. 

· Pray for students to be eager to learn and that Gui-
neans may be able to establish their own indus-
tries. 

· Pray that funds may be available so that this min-
istry of FLAME may go forward. 

(Flame continued from page 11) 
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Jay Anema 

Metanoia $50....Bulletin Insert – Pledge form to con-
tribute an amount per month towards the Building 
Expansion Project commencing May 1, 1996 and con-
tinuing until the loans are paid in full....The congrega-
tion is invited to attend the wedding of Brian Van-
derwerff  and Suzanne Groning on May 4th at 1 
PM....Thee Elders announce they have received the 
memberships of Michael and Lydia Van Schepen 
from Emmanuel Christian Reformed Church of Sauk 
Village, IL.  

 
 MAY 1996 Elder nominees are Sherwin Van Mers-
bergen, Duane Einfeld, Wayne Clousing, Wolter 
Korf and David Klooster Deacon nominees are Ron 
Alberda and  Ken Oordt....We have received 90 of 
our 155 ant icipated Building Exp ansion 
pledges....Eric and Dora van der Giessen are the 
proud parents of Joel Donald, born Thu, May 
16....Emily Korf  came home from the hospital on We 
and is doing well. 

 
 APRIL 1991 Margaret Van was admitted to Swed-
ish Hospital on Thu for treatment of two brain tu-
mors...Upon her request, the membership papers of 
Sarah Vander Lught, nee Vanderwerff , were trans-
ferred to the Burnaby CRC, Burnaby, BC....Attention 
Ladies: There will be a baby shower for Denise Ein-
feld on Tue, Apr 23 at 7:30 pm ion the church base-
ment....The membership of Karlyn  Johnson (nee 
Lont) has been transferred to the Sumas CRC. The 
Elders have received the membership papers of 
Leann Bouwman from the Everson CRC....Labeled 
Telephone Directories are available downstairs today. 
Additional copies are available for $3.00 each....This 
morning (Apr 21) the Sacrament of Baptism will be 
administered to Travis Edward Einfeld, infant son 
of Ed and Denise; and to David Louis Groen, infant 
son of Karl and Kathy....Treasurer's Report of March 
Offering Received: $25,245.15...Next Sunday after-
noon, May 5, at 3:00 Rev. Samuel Sung will be in-
stalled at the Hope Korean Church in south Seattle. 
(12847 Military Road S.) This congregation will also 
be organized as a Christian Reformed church and a 
part of Classis Pacific Northwest. 

 
 MAY 1991 Council Notes from our meeting on April 
30: 1) the Church continues to show a positive bal-
ance in its receipts and disbursements. 2)The  Elder  

(See Bulletins on page 14) 

Ye Olde 

APRIL 2001 We have received the membership of Ann 
Wachtveitl  from Chehalis First Christian Church. Ann 
and her family have been active members here for some 
time so it is great to officially welcome her....Our sympa-
thy is extended to Willem Pruys on the death of his wife, 
Kathryn , on Mar 30....Our sympathy is extended to the 
family of Judy Sarantopolous on her unexpected death 
last week....The Vander Wel family thanks you for your 
payer support and words of encouragement during our 
recent adoption. The trip to and from China went well 
and we are blessed to have Brooklyn  as part of our fam-
ily! Brooklyn  turned 1 year old on Mar 3 and she is ad-
justing well to her new home....We extend our sincere 
sympathies to Phyllis Lont and her family on the sudden 
death of Husband and father, Ken, on Sat. Apr 
14...Travis Hudson will undergo his second hip surgery 
on Apr 26. 

 
 MAY 2001 This morning (May 13) Pedro and Rashell 
Monillas will profess their faith in Jesus Christ as their 
Lord and Savior. Rashell will receive the sacrament of 
baptism as well. Pedro and Rashell will also present their 
infant son, Nathaniel Lee, for baptism. Illya Arshenov 
will profess his faith in his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
and receive the sacrament of baptism....On May 21 little 
Renae Stob will undergo surgery at Children’s Hospital 
to implant a shunt to relieve excess fluid....At their re-
quest, the memberships of John and Rose Katte have 
been released so they can join the Sequim Bible church in 
Sequim. We wish them God’s blessing in their new 
church home....This morning we are pleased to commis-
sion 3 new Stephen Ministers. They are Greta Clousing, 
Alice Gavey Sundy, and Johanna van Belle. 

 
 APRIL 1996 Cascade Family Bible Conference – Yes, it 
is time to begin thinking about this wonderful summer 
family experience to be held again this year at the Warm 
Beach Conference Grounds on Jul 4-8. Becky Piper and 
Jerry Sitzer will be speaking on the theme, “A Heart for 
God.”.... Offerings received: 3/31 AM LOB $3789.56, 
Building $50, Matt Estrada $100; PM LOB $388.02. 
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nominees are: Hilmer Jager, Herb Reynolds and Den-
nis Roosendaal. The Deacon nominees are: Jim 
Bauman, Ken Hoekzema, Dennis Plagerman, Phil 
Van Voorst, Neal Vanderwerff and Dan Wasell. 3) 
The Council is considering a 3-year plan relating to a 
specific focus; staffing, facilities, leadership training 
and other matters relating to our congregation. 4) An 
update was given on the 2nd staff search process. Pro-
files have been sent out. Interviews are being set up for 
May 16 at Calvin Seminary. The Klungels, the Reins-
mas and Pastor Keyzer will conduct the interviews 
while in Grand Rapids for a conference....The Council 
would like to encourage the congregation to participate 
in our video taping ministry. Several individuals have 
already benefited greatly from the video taping of our 
services. We would like to purchase a video camera and 
related equipment for the congregation for this ministry. 
Gifts are requested up to the amount needed: $1,100. If 
you would like to contribute, or have any questions, 
contact Wayne Clousing....Elders elected - Hilmer 
Jager, Dennis Roosendaal and Herb Reynolds. Dea-
cons elected - Jim Bauman, Phil Van Voorst and Neal 
Vanderwerff ....Donald Van and family give a special 
thank you to all for their prayers, cards and acts of kind-
ness during Margaret's  illness and death....There will 
be an Open House for Tania (Roosendaal) and Brent 
Molendyke on Sun, May 26 from 2 - 4 
pm....Congratulations to John and Becky Vermeer, to 
whom a baby boy, Jason Alan, was born on May 
17....The following officers were elected at the council 
meeting Thu: President - Pastor Sam Keyzer; Vice 
Pres. - Dennis Roosendaal, Clerk - Jay Anema, Cor-
res. Clerk - George Klungel, Records Clerk - Hilmer 
Jager, and Treasurer - Wolter Korf . 

 
 APRIL 1986 Our congregational meeting will be on 
Thursday April 17 to elect Elders and Deacons and to 
transact one other business. Elder nominees are: Jay 
Anema, Peter Haverhals, John Kossen, Darryl 
Roosendaal, Dennis Roosendaal and Ben Vander-
werff . Deacon nominees are: Daryl Broekhuis, Rich 
De Vries, Gerald Gabrielse, Keith Reynolds, John 
Vander Linden and Chuck Vinup....We have the joy 
of commissioning Brandy Feikema for a 3-year term 
of missionary service with World Concern. She will be 
using her gifts in nursing and teaching ministry in the 
leprosy clinic in Somalia....We extend our Christian 
sympathies to the Bol families: (Doug, Dave, Pat 
Holly, Clarence) in the sudden passing of Bill Bol on 
Tuesday evening at his home....At our congregational 

(Bulletins continued from page 13) meeting the following Elders were elected: Peter 
Haverhals, John Kossen and Dennis Roosendaal. 
Deacons elected were: Rich De Vries, John Vander 
Linden and Chuck Vinup. The proposal by Council 
that we reimburse Classis our portion of the funds ex-
pended by them for Pastor Klooster's support from 
the proceeds of the sale of the Calvary property was 
approved....Anna Bierlink's first operation was suc-
cessful. Her second operation is scheduled for this 
week Wed. 

 
 MAY 1986 Our Pastor has received a call to serve the 
Bakersfield CRC in Bakersfield, California....Today is 
the day to register for Cascade Family Bible Confer-
ence. This year's speakers are Rev Lewis Vander 
Meer and Cliff Bajema. "Tex" Yearout  will be 
speaking to our High School age youth and on Tuesday 
afternoon there will be a chance to hear members of 
the Tap Root theater....Roz Odgers successfully had 
surgery on both feet on Monday at Swedish Hospital 
and returned home on Thursday for a time of recov-
ery....Officers for the coming year: Vice President - 
Dennis Roosendaal; Clerk - Don Kok; Treas - Greg 
MacPherson; Records Clerk - Hilmer Jager; Corres 
Clerk - Don Van. 

 
 APRIL 1981 Becky Donnel is scheduled for another 
week of intensive daily chemotherapy treatments this 
coming week....Reserve July 6 - 10 for the annual Cas-
cade Family Bible Conference.  Conference speakers 
are Rev Andrew Kuyvenhoven, Banner Editor, and 
Chaplain Herbert Bergsma....We are glad to report 
that Willie Triezenberg has been given a different di-
agnosis of her problem from the Cancer Clinic.  The 
tissue that was removed has been classified as benign. 

 
 MAY 1981 David Anema and Lisa Van Heyningen 
made profession of their faith in Jesus Christ recently 
with the Elders. Public professions will be made this 
morning....Becky Donnel was hospitalized this past 
Monday in critical condition as a result of the intensive 
chemotherapy...CLASSIS PACIFIC NORTHWEST is 
planning to begin a Seafarer Ministry in Seattle and 
area ports.  The target date for opening is Oct 1.   Our 
church will be the "calling church" for this position and 
ministry....The congregation is cordially invited to at-
tend the wedding ceremony of Cindy Reynolds and 
Owen Kuiken, Friday, June 5 at 7:30 PM 

(See Bulletins on page 15) 
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 APRIL 1976 The memberships of Rev and Mrs. Wes-
seling, James and Lisa have been sent to the Third 
CRC of Zeeland, MI. They thank the congregation for 
the gracious farewell program and gift as well as the 
many expressions of individual love....Gail Carlman, 
Roger Tjoelker, Everson; Dave Vander Giessen, 
Cindy Vander Werff,  Seattle; Janet Vander Griend, 
1st Lynden and Lisa Van Halm, Bellingham will serve 
on the SWIM team this summer in Anchorage, 
Alaska....The Kooyers are going to move into the par-
sonage for a few weeks. After that Daniel Brink and 
his wife will be living there for his term here. 

 
 MAY 1976 Word has been received this past week that 
the call we extended to Dr Edwin Roels has been de-
clined....The Council has invited Rev John Meppelink 
of Fremont, MI to meet with us, and he has agreed to 
come for that purpose on May 21....Doug De Frees 
plans to arrive home tomorrow for a 30 day leave be-
fore going to Guam....The Council hopes to have pre-
sent on June 8 the Rev Herman Hoekstra of the Bald-
win Street CRC, Jenison, Michigan to be interviewed 
by the Council and by the congregation. 

 
 APRIL 1971 We are happy to have the Lynden Chris-
tian High School choir with us this evening as a part of 
their choir tour.  They will sing a number in our eve-
ning service and will present a program at 7:30 in our 
church....Can You Make Coffee?  Then you can witness 
for Christ!  Come and join us at Bellevue CRC on Apr 
21.  Virginia Franz  will tell us about the "Coffee Pot 
Outreach" -- a way to share our faith with others. 

 
 MAY 1971 The Banner now comes to everyone's 
home because we participate in the "Every Member 
Plan."....Public profession of faith will be made this 
evening (May 23) by Glenn Terpstra. 

 
 APRIL 1966 This morning Mr. and Mrs. Terry Lund  
and Luke Reinsma will make profession of their faith 
in Christ. Mr. Lund will receive the Sacrament of Holy 
Baptism....We welcome into our fellowship Mr. and 
Mrs. John Einfeld with five baptized children. They 
come to us from the Bellingham Christian Reformed 
Church....The wedding of Mr. Kenneth Lont and Miss 
Phyllis Haveman will take place in the church this Fri 
evening....New address: Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Lont - 

(Bulletins continued from page 14) 614 N 125th EM4-3893...The General Fund had a nega-
tive balance of $2722.52 as of Mar 31. 

 
 MAY 1966 Mr and Mrs Wendy Geurkink and family 
plan to leave Thursday to take up their residence in ei-
ther Michigan or Illinois. 

 
 APRIL 1961 This morning the Dennis Roosendaal 
family hopes to have their son, Gene Dennis, bap-
tized....A letter has been received from the Kooyers 
who are at Sydney, Australia awaiting their baggage 
and planning to fly into New Guinea the 10th of April.  
They hope to be in their field very soon.  Mr. Kooyers 
mentioned the possibility that they may be assigned to 
the Sepik area in North New Guinea where the climate 
is hot and wet. 

 
 MAY 1961 Next Sunday a special offering is sched-
uled for the Benevolence Fund since this fund is de-
pleted....We owe hearty appreciation to the Jack 
Spaargaren family for the donation of shrubbery and 
plantings being put in around the church.  Parents are 
asked to take special precautions to make sure their 
children stay out of the newly planted beds....Cadet 
Club members  Hawks: Ron Kortlever, Steven Banta, 
Denny De Vries, Case Maliepaard, Bill Groen, Ed 
Vander Pol and Mel Kortlever; Eagles: Bob Bajema, 
John Lamsma, Doug De Jong, John Groen, Brad 
Einfeld and Pete Clark; Cougars: Luke Reinsma, 
Stan Vander Pol, Paul De Groot, Doug De Rooy, 
John De Frees, Bruce Long and Jim Bagne; Pirates: 
Dennis De Jong, Steve Phillips, John Franken, Bill 
McCoy, Steve Bagne and Bob Bauman....Our thanks 
to the counselors who have guided the young people's 
groups through the past year:  Calvinettes - Ruth 
Sherman, Margaret McCoy and Kitty Immik ; Jr Cal-
vinettes - Maxine Kortlever, Evelyn De Rooy and 
Elsie Vander Pol; Cadets, Herb Reynolds, Dennis 
Roosendaal, John Einfeld, Ken Korthuis and Andy 
Anema. 

 
 APRIL 1956 We congratulate the Ray Immik family 
on the birth of a daughter last Thursday. 

 
 MAY 1956 We have received the membership transfer 
of Miss Alida Cornelia Liepelt from the Gerefor-
meerde Kerk of Bodegraven, Netherlands. 
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with ideas of how to get at secrets or keep 
t h e m . 
The for-
mat of the 
book is 
one that 
t a k e s 
c o n c e n -
tration, I 
think, be-
c a u s e 
e a c h 
chapter is 
w r i t t e n 
from a 
d i f fe ren t 
c h a r a c -
ter’s point 
of view. 
We hear 
f r o m  
J a c k i e , 
the oldest 
daughter 
who has all the answers. So do each of her 
s i s t e r s 
and the 
a n s w e r s 
are not the 
s a m e . 
W h e n 
Hugh, fa-
ther, tells 
what goes 
on in his 
mind and 
life, we 
can under-
s t a n d 
w h a t 
might go 
on in the 
mind of 
many who 
have suf-
f e r e d 
s t r o k e s , 

(See Book Reviews on page 17) 

 Last COMMUNICATOR (January, 2006) I 
talked about Karen Kingsbury’s book WHERE 
YESTERDAY LIVES, Published by Multnomah 
in 1998. It was about a family brought together 
by their father’s death. They had problems! 

I recently read another book – just picked off the 
church library shelves – which told about similar 
situations. Here we have three daughters who 
live close to  Mom and Dad, but each one has 
different ways of handling the aging and health 
problems of the parents. 

AT CLOSE 
OF DAY by 
J o s e p h 
Bentz, Beth-
any House, 
Minneapolis, 
2001, 382 
pages. 

Not only do 
the parents 
have health 
p r o b l e m s , 
but there 
seems to be 
a deep se-
cret that 
Mom and 
Dad are try-
ing to keep 
from their 
g r o w n 
d a u gh te rs . 

Jackie, Carolyn and Pam seldom are on the 
same wave length – after all  they are individuals 

By Winerva Klungel 

In the Library 
              -Book Reviews  
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heart attacks, and may not be as coherent as the 
family thinks one should be. It is a learning proc-
ess! As you read, you wonder if the family will ever 
get together. The secret gets out and the reaction 
from the family is very interesting and each daugh-
ter shows her different personality. You can enjoy 
the read and learn along the way! 

 

 Someone contributed some books by Lynn Austin  
and I picked them up before anyone else did. Why 
I did that is a mystery. First, everyone knows I’m 
not very fond of series. Second, I have a problem 
with novels based on scripture characters. I don’t 
want to get the truth  and fiction confused in my 
mind. I’ve seen that happen to  readers. Of course, I 
can admit that I don’t o ften remember books for 
longer than a few months – or even weeks, so that 
shouldn’t be an issue with me. So here, let me tell  
you about the first three books in the series 
CHRONICLES OF THE KINGS!  

1. GODS AND KINGS , by Lynn Austin, Bethany 
House, Bloomington, MN, 2005, 316 pp. 

2. SONG OF 
R E D E M P -
TION, by Lynn 
Austin, Beth-
any House, 
Bloom ington, 
MN, 2005, 348 
pp. and 3. 
T H E 
S TR E N GT H 
O F  H I S 
HAND, by 
Lynn Austin, 
B e t h a n y 
H o u s e , 
Bloom ington, 
MN, 2005, 329 
pp. 

These stories 
are about the 
good king 
H e z e k i a h . 
They cover his 

(Book Reviews continued from page 16) 

"entertainment junkies" as they both enjoy mov-
ies and specif ic TV shows.   

 
Allyson's dad w as from Rhode Island so that is 
where she was born in the tow n of Wakefield.  
In 1990 her family moved to Port Angeles, as 
that is w here her mother's roots w ere.  She is of 
Irish ancestry - her maiden name is Blaney, but 
she feels that the Dutch here have adopted her.  
Jordan w as born in Seattle; his parents are Paul 
and Debbie DeKoekkoek; he has one brother 
Dustin, and tw o sisters, Carissa and Erica. 

  
At this point their family consists of a Corgi dog 
named Geppetto and tw o cats, Ash, and Oreo.  

 
They w ere both involved in watching the kids 
during the Sunday evening Alpha program and 
now  help w ith Coffee Cleanup on Sundays.  
Allyson is a part of the Praise Team and re-
cently became a part of the Area Coordinating 
Team for the Caring Ministries.  There is also 
some talk of a younger Couples Club starting up 
and they w ant to be a part of that.  All in all they 
are a busy young couple to w atch. �

(Family Focus continued from page 18) 

life from his birth to  his last days. As  a 
young boy he is introduced to the horrors 
of the worship of Molech and always won-
ders when his father, King Ahaz, may use 
him as a sacrifice to that idol. Hezekiah’s 
mother Abijah teaches him what is right, 
and he has a great love for her, but sud-
denly she is no where to  be found. Under 
King Ahaz the priests have le ft the worship 
of the Jahweh. Hezekiah’s grandfather is 
one of these, but he turns his life around 
and has a great influence for good in 
Hezekiah’s life. However, that is done in 
secret. King Ahaz has arranged an Egyp-
tian scholar to  be a teacher for Hezekiah. 
In fact Shebna, the Egyptian, remains a 
counselor and prime minister for a long 
time in the kingdom of Hezekiah. 

You will meet many interesting and horri-
ble people in this story. Why does Heze-
kiah get rid of the harem and stay with  one 
wife? (In teresting how they meet!) What a 
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Just w hat is an actuarial analyst?  According to Jor-
dan DeKoekkoek, he or she is someone w ho 
is involved w ith insurance statistics, setting 
insurance rates and planning how  much 
money to set aside for insurance claims that 
people f ile.  Jordan w orks in that capacity for 
Steve Kolk.   

 
Allyson w orks in the somew hat related f ield 
of insurance billing, and w orks for the 
Krueger Clinic, an eye doctor.  But that isn't 
what brought them together !  They both at-
tended Western Washington University 
where they lived in the same dorm.  Allyson 
says they met at an "open door" night, and 
she remembered Jordan because she 
thought he w as funny.  Jordan doesn't re-
member that f irst meeting, but he does recall 
a progressive ice cream social in the f ive 
buildings that housed students.  That is 
where they met and began hanging out.  At 
f irst they were just friends, but friendship 
turned into dating, and they w ere mar-
ried tw o years ago July at First CRC.   
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They recently bought their f irst home so Jordan is 
involved in making home improvements and land-
scaping; he also reads a lot as he takes the bus to 
work every day. His favorite reading is detective and 
murder mysteries.  He also likes to play his guitar 
and prefers alternative rock music.  Allyson also 
loves music and enjoys singing in the church choir at 
church, as w ell as in the car.  She w as involved in 
gymnastics grow ing up and still loves it; she is con-
sidering coaching at a nearby gym.  She also loves 
to sew  and makes her ow n clothes; one more hobby 

is scrap-booking.  Both consider themselves 
(See Family Focus on page 17) 

Family Focus 
Carol Grant 

Allyson and Jordan DeKoekKoek 
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