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Did you know that the Communicator can be
view ed and read on the church’s web site
—IN FULL COLORI!




Spirit James K. Manley

Spirit, spirit of gentleness,
blow through the wilderness,
calling and free,
Spirit, spirit of restlessness,
stir me from placidness,
Wind, wind on the sea.

You moved on the waters, You called
to the deep,
_ Then you coaxed up the
mountains
fromthe valleys of sleep,
And over the eons, You calléd to each thing,
“Aw ake fromyour slumbers
and rise on your wings.”

You sw ept through the desert, You stung w ith the sand,
And you gifted your people
with alaw and a land, . _
Andw hen they w ere blinded w ith their idols and lies,
Then You spoke through your prophets
to open their eyes.

You sar_}% in a stable, You cried froma hill,
en You w hispered in silence
When the w hole w orld w as still,
And dow n in the city You called once again
When you blew through your people
On the rush of the wind.

You call from tomorrow, You break ancient schemes,
fromthe bondage of sorrow
The captives dream dreams; .
Our w omen see visions, our men clear their eyes,
With bold new decisions
Your people arise.

Spirit, sgirit of gentleness,
low through the wilderness,
. ~calling and free,
Spirit, spirit of restlessness,
stir me from placidness,
Wind, wind on the sea.



Go West Young Man, via Kansas City Mins Reinsma

We, that is, Tryni, myself, and Luke, our two-yea$600. The paint was not included in the bid, so this
old son, immigrated in 1950 from Andik, a villagavas a large amount of money for us. We had arrived

north of Amsterdam in the Netherlands. Our spoRith less than $10. | felt like a budding capitalist.
sor's name was Pete Lieuwen, a cousin of my mother. .0 then on many other paint jobs were

As far as | know, they never met. Pete owned a fillsing in, mostly on farm buildings and homes. |

only estimated labor, since a miscalculation regarding
the quantity in paint would be costly, | worked long
days... and in South Dakota, the days are long! Color
selections were simple: red for the barn and white for
the house. It was as rare to find a house in the coun-
tryside painted something other than white as it was to
find a liberal Democrat. With the money from the
church job, we bought our first car from Jan Hoek-
man. It was a 1940 Chevrolet. “Sound as a hog,”
said Jan. | learned to drive on the parking lot of the
church, picked up my driver’s license, drove to the
gas station, and proudly said, “Fill ‘er up.” Pete Lieu-
wen asked, “Check your 0il?” and then went through

the motion with the red rag and the dipstick. “Needs

ing st_ation and garage in New Holland, South Dakora?quart” became firmly wedded to every used car (and
We did not know each other so it was a matter of trust

that we would work out. We owe this family a greéﬁ’e had several) we owned until well into the 60’s.
deal of thanks because, through this act, we and our e had a great summer in New Holland. We
children have become Americans. We are still {aved the old immigrants who thought the Nether-

regular contact with two of their son’s families anfgnds still was the way it was when they left around
share stories of “olden days.” 1920. We had taken our camping equipment with us

_ _ (a tent, pots, pans, etc.). This was frowned on. We
Having no idea whether New Holland

was a city, a town, or a village, we were pleas-
antly surprised to find this place a small vil-
lage with about twenty houses, a large church
building, a creamery-hardware store combina-
tion, and a grocery store with a stock of di-
verse items. This was the perfect village in
which to get acquainted with America. Most
of the people had immigrated from Holland in
the early twenties and were at times still
speaking Dutch (at least that is whthiey
thought). We liked the flat countryside car-
peted with corn fields bisected by straight,
gravel roads. | soon learned to navigate by
compass direction and sections of farmland.
We loved the great expanse of land and sky.

We soon felt at home.

During the first summer, to my great surprisejade a camping trip to the Black Hills even though
| became a painter. The CRC church needed a neeople seemed to be asking themselv&§hdt are
coat of paint so | was contracted to paint what wastbey thinking?” We had a wonderful time! In coming

me a huge building. It took six weeks and | was paid (SeeGo Weston page 4)



(Go WestContinued from page 3) Buick which had a cavernous trunk. | felt like a true
back, some people asked us, “What are the Blaskerican driving this car about which no one would
Hills like ?” say, “Need a quart?” Second, if the timing was right,
was always invited for lunch and, what a lunch!
ryni was never told about the smoked ham, the raisin
ead and pie. Our lunch at home was adequate but

Burger Dahl, who owned a hardware store
Platte, a small town about 6 miles from New Holland,
came to see us and offered me a job as a sales cle
his store. Since painting farm buildings and Sougkark.

Dakota winters are incompatible, | accepted this offer. We had a good time in Platte. We started to

This meant a move from New Holland to Platte. ~ read more interesting books and we got more in-
Housing was solved by the purchase of vglved with the church. By now | began to ponder

trailer, now called a mobile home, for $400. This was
a trailer we came to love. It was 26 feet long. The
color was neither blue nor green nor yellow but a
combination thereof. | have seen this same color only
once, and it was on a tropical bird in the zoo. The
trailer was divided into a sleeping space, a cooking
space, and a sitting area. The “bedroom” was boxlike
with a small window up high — very cozy. The
kitchen had a sink and a gas stove on one side and an
icebox centered by a furnace and closet on the other
side. The sitting area was small but adequate. After
all, one can only sit in one chair at a time! The fur-
nace was okay in spring and summer, but, although it
tried gallantly, it did not live up to its manufacturing
promise in the South Dakota winters. | remember one
day coming home for lunch to find Tryni sitting on

top of the table, knitting. She said, “It is nice and

warm up here.” We had our house set on blocks iHVQ'Ch profession to pursue and since retail was my

friend’s back yard so we could use his Outhousebgckground, this seemed to be the direction to go...

holer. W | hi bile h but which branch? Groceries were out. The writing
two-holer. We came to love this, our mobile home. 45 on the wall for an independent grocer. How |

My new job in the hardware store was intefinally selected to choose the jewelry business is
esting as | was the only employee and now needegdgewhat strange, since neither Tryni nor | care much
get acquainted with a variety of merchandise unfamybr so-called luxuries. Since | had worked with gold
lar to me. | was a good salesman, which was Mm@ty Nawy time as a dental assistant and technician,
Important. Besides hardware we stocked white gOOﬂﬁS may have been a factor. But, more importantly’ a
refrigerators, washers, dryers, electric appliances, 3agelry store could be started by becoming a watch-

simple furniture suitable for a farmhouse. My favofsarer and slowly expanding into jewelry retail.
ite item was dinette sets. In the fifties, these sets were To become a watchmaker. | needed to attend a

very popular, especially for a farmhouse since thfly ge school, and Kansas City was the closest town

were easy to clean and reasonably priced. The e(?‘ i tch-maki hool. Th
were steel-framed with a Formica top for the table afgiere there was a watch-maxing school. ~1here was
problem: | was not very mechanically inclined,

some sort of plastic for the seats and backrest. TI%S? )
came with four chairs but since many farm familiddut this would have to be faced once | enrolled.

had been rather “fruitful,” additional chairs could be What strange choices we make sometimes.
purchased and an extra leaf for the table cameQur immigration to America was also frowned on in
handy also. The sets came boxed and needed tdib#and since most emigrants from our village were
assembled. My boss never figured out why this itdarmers. Grocers did not emigrate. In America we
became my specialty. The reason was two-foldere often asked the same question. Why? Most
First, he let me deliver the set using his big, new (SeeGo Weston page 5)



(Go WesContinued from page 4) God has granted us this and much, much more! We
thought “to better oneself.” This surely was not there truly thankful for His goodness! This is my best
case. We owned a grocery story and made a gatswer to the above question... Let’s get on with the
living. We lived in a new four-bedroom house witkstory .
cent_ral heat and in a wonderful, small_tOV\‘/‘n Wlth”bts So, we were making plans to move to Kansas
of friends. We did not expect anything “better” isity  find work, and enroll in watch-making school.
America. So, why then did we emigrate? This is§i] \ve pray about it? Of course! But | am sure we
good question that begs an answer. asked more for protection than direction. | privately
| left home during the war and wentasked God about it and did not hear a “No.” Once
“underground,” then went with the British to fredefore on a crucial turn in life, He clearly said, “No.
Europe, and after this the Dutch Nawy and schoolipn’'t even question it.” Or, the frequently familiar
in Wales. Next, | spent my service time on an aircréfYes or No,” after whichyou choose whatou think
carrier and after this, working with a dentist in Indas best. Since we did not hear a “No,” we went ahead
nesia. So when | finally came home to the smallith our plans to the great dismay of our friends. |
town of Andijk, | felt hemmed-in both in body ancheard my father say, “A jeweler? Negen ambachten
mind. That was the reason we had to get out, aml tien ongelukken (Nine professions and ten fail-
America had everything we needed. ures).” He, of course, did not know America. |
heard, however, a cheer of endorsement from my
@ma Cupido. Her husband sailed as a cook for many
ears from Amsterdam to Port Townsend, around
ape Horn. He was hardly ever home. They had five

had America in mind. America, an enormously bg!s and a boy. (When I came to the “age of under-

country with snow-capped mountains and rolling hil§tanding.” | was puzzled as to how this was accom-
with forests and meadows, with deserts and beachddliSheéd!) Oma moved six times. This was most un-
all this, embraced by two mighty oceans. Al thigiSual in Holland since most people were born and
sustained by freedom and liberty. This was nfjed In the same house. She was a fascinating
dream. All | wanted was the freedom to act, maké\@man. She would say, “I have talked to all of the

living, and discover this fascinating country and ifgteresting people and have seen everything. | want

people. | wanted “levens ruimte” (room tbe). (SeePeace Corp®n page 6)

It was, of course, a romantic destination du
ing the war when we listened on the underground
dio to Churchill and Roosevelt, who were the “Alph
and Omega” of liberty and freedom. Then, already,

A Few Truths 7. You will never "have it all together."

1. No one can ruin your day without YOUR permissio 8. Life is a journey ... not a destination. Enjb trip!

2. Most people will be about as happy as theyddetm 9. The biggest lie on the planet: "When | get whaant |
be. will be happy."

3. Cthers can stop youtemporarily, but only yan do it 10.The best way to escape your problem is toesblv
permanently.

11. I've leamed that ultimately takers' lose egiders'
4. Whatever you are willing to put up with, is edg win.
what you will have.

12. Life's precious moments don't have value,amibey
5. Success stops when you do. are shared.

6. When your ship comes in. ... make sure yomdlieg 13 If you don't star, it's certain you won ‘tiaer
to unload it.

(SeeTruths on page13)






The Peace Corp%ordan Longacre
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(SeePeace Corp®n page 8)



(Peace Corpgontinued from page7)
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Northwest Hispanic Ministry |
Report for April, 2007

David has to spend 9 months in jail. One
Have you ever gotten a gift from some:afternoon coming home from work, he hit a car
body that hurt a bit when you received it but in ththen left the scene of the accident in order to find
end it was one of the best gifts you could have evsomebody who spoke English. David accepted the
received? Efrian had called that night and told us tF Lord in jail about 4 months ago. He then asked me to
he and his family were quitting our church. My wife visit his home and this | have been doing for about
Nellie and | had invested a lot of time in this mai 10 weeks. Whenever | enter the house, there is al-
and we were feeling discouraged and down. Th ways a huge figure of Mary in a corner with many
Nellie said to me, "Joe, lately I'm not feeling the jo' candles burning below her. | spend about 2 hours
anymore. We are just going through the routines every Saturday with David's father, mother, sister
WOW! Buenos Dias! That was a wake-up call to meand wife discussing the book The Purpose Driven
At times we need to re-evaluate our lives and stop t Life and portions of Scripture that they read during
merry-go-round of life. That was the gift. If the the week. Pray for this family to open their hearts to
pastor and wife are feeling that they are goinJesus.

through the routine of This year on Easter Sun-
"church”, then what about day, Vida Nueva CRC
the people who are attend- and Amor Viviente CRC
ing week in and week out? had a combined worship
That forces me to go back service at our facility in
to purpose and calling. Lynden. What a blessing
Please pray for Nellie and to fill our new church
me to keep the joy of the building with Spanish
Lord before us and be able speaking people! We had
to make adjustments con- a glorious time and after-
stantly in our attitudes. ward we had a barbecue.
One of the spark Continue to pray for both
plugs of this ministry sleeps churches as they de-

alongside of me every night. She doesn't know thavelop. Pray for me as | try to meet new people each
am going to write about her but | want you to kweek for the purpose of evangelism. Blessings in the
praying for her as well as for me in this excitin Lord.
work. Nellie invests hundreds of hours every year

our worship services. She trains the musicians, le¢
every church service and visits women that | am n
culturally able to visit. Nellie is also my critic who
keeps me on my toes. Nellie is my soundin
board when | am wondering what to do. Nellie he
endured years with me being gone many nights

the week, all day Saturday, and a very busy Sund
Wherever | am hired for ministry, they get a 2 for

deal. Lord Jesus, | thank you for my wife, Nellie.

Joe Strong



Items needed for Jesus’ Industrial School,
Canchungo, Guinea Bissau, West Africa
To be sent early August, 2007

Practical ltems people need
Tooth brushes
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We are called by God to be channels of His Lovessereggers of His Word, and instruments of the
Holy Spirit to bring the people of Africa into tfelowship of Christ and His Church.




Tools Needed for Jesus’ Industrial School
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Living With NF
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Getting the ball rolling
For a new NF clinic

B./
2 C % %- ) - =
% B.) )
%/, ')!)
, D# , 1 %/ =
% D# % 1 .
1 1), E%
% ) .. - =
% 1 % %
/
- % , % =
2C ) %
% ) % % )
1 ) =
) 1)
)
/ 7,
. B
1.,
.1
)
% C %
IF )7
% :
)-’ =
1 -, %
),
%
: A
G
1 )
: H,
H %
D# - =
1$ 1) %
) % 1 - 1 =

(SeeNF on page 1
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(NF continued from page 12)
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(Truths continued from page 5)
14. We often fear the thing we want the most.

15. Yesterday was the deadline for all complaints.
16. Everyone hears what you say. Friends listenwhat
you have to say. Best friends listento what yow'tdsay!

17. Look for opportunities...not guarantees.

18. Life is what's coming....not what was.

19. Success is getting up one more time.

20. Now is the most interestingtime of all.

21. Whenthings go wrong.....don't go with them.

22. Sometimes the majority only means that allftods

are on the same side.

23. God can mend all broken hearts. You just hagive
Him all the pieces.

24. Aperson who asks a question might be a fodfiive
minutes, but a person who doesnt ask, is a foelfy.

25. A best friend is like a four leaf clover .ard to find,
and lucky to have.

26. A friend is someone who reaches for your Hautd
touches your heart.

27. A coincidence is when God performs a miraafed
decides to remain anonymous.

28.1 dont have to attend every argument I'mt@ovio.

(SeeTruths on page18)
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(SeeBulletins on page 15)



(Bulletins continued from page 14)
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Greetings from Geneva Caryn Cornelisse
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(SeeGenevaon page 17)



(Geneva ontinued from page 16)
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(SeeGenevaon page 18)



(Genevacontinued from page 17)
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(Truths continued from page 13)
29. Your worst days are never so bad that yoleayend

the reach of God's grace ... andyour best daysewer so
good that you are beyond the need of God's grace.

30. Our eyes are placed in front because it isenmopor-
tant to look aheadthan to look back.
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