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Katie Faber, a biology student and junior at Calvin 
College has been studying abroad this semester at 
the Vree University of Amsterdam in the Nether-
lands.  She and 15 other Calvin students, along with 
their a professor from Grand Rapids, Professor Henk 
Aay, will be Amsterdam until early June.  Katie has 
been documenting her stay on her blog:  
www.acupofdutch.blogspot.com�
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(See Remembrance on page 3) 
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This story is about the USS Canisteo, AO-99, a 
U.S. Navy fleet tanker and the men who sailed 
her to what seemed like every port on the earth. 
Canisteo and all tanker’s have the job of supply-
ing fuel to the fleet.  Without tankers there can be 
no fleet. 
But, this tale is different.  Most stories about ships 
have pictures of the captain, the officers and vari-
ous groups of enlisted men who served on the 
ship. There always seems to be a list of the glory 
events and missions of ships. This is “the rest of 
the story”, about the adventures and stories of 
the ship and some of the men who served on her.  
There is a tendency for servicemen to exagger-
ate their part in events during their tour of duty. 
They say, “I was there risking my life,” but they do 
not explain exactly what they actually did. Statis-
tics show they were probably in less danger than 
if they had been driving a car on a highway back 
home.  When young people join the Navy the old 
salts try to buffalo them. Sailors are pictured as 
being salty, rough and tough, always getting in 
trouble doing considerable drinking, brawling, 
fighting and whoring. Is this the truth? No! The 
young recruits soon learn this is not the way. 
They mature quickly. A tour of duty in the Navy is 
a learning experience and in my opinion better 
than many who have graduated from college. 
They learn responsibility, respect authority and 
how to follow orders.  In the Bible, David, Daniel, 
and Joseph respected authority. In time, they ex-
celled and eventually became leaders. What is 
the basic reason for so many problems in the 
United States and even in the world today? 
In our society the truth is often misrepresented. 
Example: a murder. The news media tells in great 
detail about the crime and the person who com-
mitted the crime. The system spends thousands 
of dollars protecting and defending the rights of 
the guilty but little is done for the victim.  If a 
young man gets a girl pregnant he often aban-
dons her and perhaps runs off to another state. 
He should accept the responsibility of the young 
lady and the baby. 

Road Rage has become a common problem.  
When a driver cuts off another driver in traffic he 
is yelled at, cussed, given the finger or a fist. Both 
drivers get into a yelling match and sometimes a 
fight. In order to settle this traffic problem it would 
be best to talk to the person offended and apolo-
gize.  A recent news article told of a lady who, 
picking up food at a drive-in window and driving 
off with the coffee in her lap, spilled hot coffee on 
her lap. She sued the restaurant.  The judge in 
that case should have said, “Lady, you were 
careless and did a foolish thing.”  She should 
have been held responsible for her own actions, 
not rewarded.  Today when someone has a prob-
lem, placing the blame on someone else seems 
to be the order of the day. People accept respon-
sibility for their own actions. 
If a young sailor is told everyone always overin-
dulges when drinking liquor, he tries to be “one of 
the boys” by drinking to excess. He soon learns 
that causes problems, including a hangover. Not 
fun! Wild women, possibly prostitutes, could 
mean venereal disease with a possible trip to the 
sick bay. Again, not great fun!  Brawling and 
fighting could result in an arrest by the shore pa-
trol, a trip in the paddy wagon, and time spent in 
the brig. There could be loss of liberty, loss of 
pay, or reduction in rank. He might have to ap-
pear at a Captain’s mast or even be court-
martialed. Not a good time! 
These negative experiences will be down played 
in this narrative. They were part of a learning ex-
perience for the young men allowing them to ma-
ture in a short time. A tour of military duty would 
be an excellent part of the education for all young 
men and in today’s world that includes women. 
They would learn to accept responsibility for their 
actions and not place the blame on others. 
This book of memories is probably not what you 
would expect. The author is a nonconformist. 
So relax, read and enjoy 
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Dear Friends, 
   From the hills around Telefomin in Sandaun 
(Sundown) Province from a village near Eliptamin 
comes this story of two young Bible school students 
attending the PIM Nagri Bible Institute. “Both Andy 
and I were born into a Christian family and attended 
Sunday school from a young age,” Colina recounts, 
her hair standing up at different ends, “We were both 
baptized as teenagers, but then Andy backslid.”  “My 
parents complained when I married a man who was-
n’t attending church. I didn’t hound him but kept my 
peace in the Lord. A couple years after we were mar-
ried, our pastor asked Andy to play the keyboard in 
the church services. The senior pastor took Andy un-
der his wing and discipled him. It wasn’t long before 
Andy fully committed himself to the Lord and began 
working alongside the pastor.” 
   After a few years an issue surfaced with the pastor 
and the church board suspended him. The board 
tapped Andy as a temporary fill in, and Andy re-
sponding to their vote of confidence took on the chal-
lenge even though he had zero Bible School training. 
After Andy served a couple of years as pastor, the 
board reinstated the pastor, which was fine with 
Andy. Andy felt the desire to get more Bible training 
so one day his pastor was traveling in the Frieda 
River area and happened to see an application form 
from Nagri Bible Institute. He filled it out and sent it 
in for Andy without even asking him. When the pas-
tor came back to Kobeks, their home village, he told 
Andy he was signed up to go to a Bible school which 
was to start in three weeks! 
   Adjusting to the Sepik diet at NBI was a challenge. 
In Eliptamin, they were used to sweet potatoes as a 
staple, supplemented by a rich variety of vegeta-
bles—broccoli, squash, cabbage, carrots, tomatoes—
and lots of wild pig. In Nagri the staple was sago 
made into a gelatin-like paddy, soup with spinach like 
greens, and fish if they were fortunate. (Eric’s take: 
Eating sago is akin to chewing on a piece of rubber!) 
After finishing his first year at the Bible School, 
Andy and his family returned home for a year of 
practical work under his senior pastor. Now the fam-
ily is back again at Nagri for their last year of study.  

Colina remembers as a young woman of 20 that the 
ladies asked her to be the secretary for their women’s 
group. Over the years she’s enjoyed both teaching 
and reaching out to women in her church and in the 
larger community. The other women in the valley all 
recognize her as a leader, often asking her to be the 
main speaker at retreats. “When I see a blessing on 
my work, I realize God has given me this work to 
do,” she smiles. (Below: Andy, Colina, daughter Di-
mela, infant Revith) 

   We have here an opportunity to look into the faces 
of the Christian poor around the world. Andy and 
Colina have very little income – like most Papua New 
Guineans they are subsistence farmers. With his aspi-
ration to be a pastor, their poverty level is not likely 
to change. Regardless, there’s an unmistakable joy in 
their lives and a confidence that the Lord will care for 
them. “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the 
kingdom of God” (Lk 6:20).  “Ask of me and I will 
make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the 
earth your possession” (Ps 2:8). 
 
   The opportunities and needs in PNG are great. Your 
gifts and prayers are making an impact. Many thanks! 
Eric and Penny Schering 
 
PS We’re looking forward to Doug Heidema coming 
to help out for few weeks in April. 

Pacific Island Ministries 
PO Box 1765 * Grass Valley, CA 95945 * 800-697-7718 * Fax 530-272-6832 
Box 4056 * Taber, Alberta T1G 2C6 Canada 
Private Mail Bag * Wewak, ESP * Papua New Guinea 
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The Tuesday afternoon Ladies Bible Study completed an inspiring study of First and Second Thes-
salonians with a study guide written by Dale Cooper. 
 
Oh how Paul loved the people of Thessalonica. He told them so every time he turned around. He 
emphasized how he prayed for them – encouraged them to keep up the good work – and told them 
how to live. As new Christians they were confused about many things – especially about Christ’s 
coming again. They needed to be taught what that means and how to act with that knowledge. As 
the leader, I thoroughly enjoyed this study and I felt most of the women enjoyed it too. 
 
At our closing session May 11, I handed each person some paper (that’s the teacher in me) and 
asked them to write a word or phrase or clause or sentence – but not a paragraph – to tell what they 
learned, or what was one thing that hit them with this study. 
 
These were their replies: 
1.       Having God in our lives is the ultimate blessing 
 
2.       God did not make a mistake when he chose the Thessalonians to be saved and share in Je-
sus glory. It comforts me to know that God chose me too. 
 
3.       Always keep your faith. Stay strong in your faith. Be very vigilant of evil men and evil doing. 
 
4.       Ernest prayer 
 
5.       About God’s grace and how we should live with one another. 
 
6.       How the Lord used Paul to tell the Thessalonians about the Gospel and how the mighty power 
of the Holy Spirit turned pagans into Christians! 
 
7.       I admire Paul for carrying on with the work he was called to do by God while suffering so 
much physically. Patience! 
 
8.       The truth that the Lord will return. We shall be ever with our Savior. 
 
9.       There is such comfort in knowing God is in control. In times of trouble I wonder what the Bible 
is trying to teach me. I appreciate our study of the Bible. 
 
10.   Never tire of doing what is right! 
 
WOMEN: We had a bit of an introduction to Ruth at the luncheon before Mothers’ Day. A few of us 
talked about studying Ruth in the fall. There is an excellent guide in The Outlook magazine – begin-
ning September 2009 through the Jan-Feb 2010 issue. If you get this magazine or know someone 
who does and can borrow these issues – see what you think. If anyone reading this has the issues, 
would you please save them for us? Now this study is open to any woman from church or your 
friends and neighbors. We have room for more and meet usually the first and third Tuesday after-
noon each month September through April. This study has 12 lessons, but some look rather long. 
Any Questions? Call Ervie Klungel after June is over. 

Ervie Klungel 
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(See Crisis on page 14) 
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(Crisis continued from page 13) 
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(See Bulletins on page 18) 
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