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From The Winter Rose by Joseph Martin 
 

1. In the silence of the winter while stars shown high above, 

 God sent from heaven’s garden a Rose to show his love. 

It opened in the dark of night while the world was fast asleep. 

  So perfect was its beauty, it made the heavens weep. 

 

The angels paused to wonder upon that winsome night. 

 And kings and shepherds gathered to worship in its light. 

           They all breathed in its beauty, a precious sweet perfume. 

  And in the bleak midwinter the rose began to bloom. 

 

            2.  When will He come, the child of promise? 

 When will He come, our prophet and King? 

    When will He come, Redeemer, Messiah? 

 When will He come, and teach us to sing? 

Come, Lord Jesus, Come! 

 

When will he come, the Rose of Sharon? 

 When will He come in peace to reign? 

When will He come in power and glory? 

 When will He wipe our tears away? 

Come, Lord Jesus, Come! 

 

When will He come and free our hosannas? 

 When will the glory of Zion descend? 

When will He come and set our hearts singing? 

 When will our glories live again? 

Come, Lord Jesus, Come! 
 

3.  Peace will come on the wings of a promise. 

 Hope will come like the morning’s first call. 

Joy will come on the winds of the Spirit . 

 Love will come, love will come; 

Come, Lord Jesus, Come! 

 

Peace will come on the wings of the angels. 

 Hope will come like a song in the night. 
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A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 

    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 

Isaiah 11:1 
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Joy will blossom like roses in springtime. 

 Love will come, love will come;  

Come, Lord Jesus, Come! 

 

4.  Litt le Jesus in my arms, 

      Close your dreary eyes. 

Dream of stars and angel songs, 

             Sleep in peace tonight. 

 

I will sing to sleep 
your fears 

     I will kiss away 
your tears, 

Sleep in peace to-
night. 

I recall on the day  

when the angel came 

In mystery and  
heavenly power, 

God prepared a ves-
sel pure  

to hold his precious 
flower 

 

Litt le Jesus, Holy Child, 

 One day the world will know; 

You are heaven’s miracle; 

 Only God can make a rose. 

 

5.  Winter’s frozen winds were stilled 

 In the midst of snowing. 

Though the world with dark was filled,  

 Hope for life was growing. 

Then a rose tree blossomed fair, 

 God’s own perfect flower so rare. 

On the tree once bare the rose was blooming, 

 Fragrant its perfuming. 

 

 

6.  Rose of 
Sharon, what a 
name 

For the Son of 
God who came. 

If you seek 
God’s love to-
day, 

Look to the 
rose. 

 

“Rose of 
Sharon, thorns 
Your crown, 

Image of God’s grace came down.” 

Where does God’s great love abound? 

Look to the Rose. 

 

From dry ground God’s gentle flower 

Came to show us love’s true power. 

Then one day upon a hill, 

One by one, one by one,  

one by one the petals fell. 

 

Rose of Sharon, bloom today; 

May your fragrance never fade. 

Plant him in your heart today. 

Look to the Rose. 

 

7.  O Rose, whose fragrance tender 

 With sweetness fills the air. 

Dispel in glorious splendor 

 The darkness everywhere. 

True man, yet very God, 

 From sin and death now save us 

And share our every load. 

  Alleluia! 
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Have you walked into a spider web lately?  Hard to miss 
them!  Very intricate, and makes a suspension bridge look 
simple.  Makes me think of Charlotte’s Web, Babe, and 
Harry Weidenaar!  All examples of methods God uses to 
adjust our journey.  Like the web, God has so carefully 
woven the details of our life together.  My challenge will 
continue to be to listen, behold, and admire his presence 
and his plan, before I tear it  down. 

“Let the preacher tell the 
truth.  Let him preach 
this overcoming of trag-
edy by comedy, of dark-
ness by light, of the ordi-
nary by the extraordi-
nary, as the tale that is 
too good not to be true 
because to dismiss it  as 
untrue is to dismiss 
along with it  that catch 
of the breath, that beat 

and lift ing of the heart near to or even accompanied by 
tears, which I believe is the deepest intuit ion of truth that 
we have.”  - Frederich Buechner. 

So what God has put together we cannot tear asunder.  
With the Lord as our shepherd we have all we need, and 
he will so carefully adjust our journey.  May our next web 
event be less of entanglement and more of a catch of the 
breath! 

 

 BJ Alberda 

 

 OBSERVATIONS OF A SENIOR 
 
 As the years advance, I get more and more of a feeling of 
awe and wonder for the workings of God in my life. I was 
raised by God-fearing and honoring parents. Growing up 
I received all of the advantages of a Christ ian home cen-
tered in the Church and the Christ ian community. At the 
age of 17, I enlisted in the Army Air Corps (former name 
of US Air Force), mainly to get away from parental 
thumbs. During my 3 year enlistment I did just that. I met 
and married a young woman who was just as anti-
religious as I was and together we never darkened a 

church door after the date we were married. That mar-
riage lasted all of 5 1/2 years. 
 
 Through those turbulent years God never gave up on me 
even if I ignored His proddings. When the marriage was 
over I tried to reconcile 
through the bott le for a 
while, but found it gave 
no answer except a hang-
over. Finally He got my 
attention -- I came in con-
tact with Rev. Frank De 
Jong in Long Beach, 
California. Through his 
encouraging counseling, I 
was able to return to a loving and patient God. After a 
few months I returned to Seatt le and resumed my life with 
Seatt le 1st CRC “not as a wandering sheep but as a for-
given sinner. All praise to Him for the things He has 
done.”  
 
 Was there anything in that t ime I did that gained that as-
surance? NO. Have I shown perfect obedience since then 
in thankfulness to Him? NO. It was all the grace of God 
from start to finish. 

 
Hilmer Jager 
 

 

 

 

 I would like to let the congregation know how blessed I  
have been since I have become a member of First CRC.  

A litt le over a year ago I was blessed on my birthday to 
profess my faith 
in Jesus Christ as 
my Lord and 
Sav io r ! And 
Sk y ler  wa s 
blessed to be 
baptized on the 
same day. First 
CRC has opened 
their arms and 
hearts to both 
Skyler, Todd and 
me. I am so blessed to have such a wonderful community 
to live in and have my church just steps away from home. 
Since I have given my life over to God I have seen such 
wonderful things happen to me and to Skyler too. I have 
been involved in the Alpha program and continue to be 

 

Testimonies 
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Dear Pastor Harry, 

 Would you please pass along hearty thank yous 
from CRWRC to the saints at Seattle First?  Last month 
you blessed our work with $1960.55 and now 525 for 
Katrina relief.  A pat on the back is in order.  May you all 
be richly blessed in your stewardship. 

 

      Nolan Vander Ark 

hood was on my mind.  This certain family does not know Jesus 
personally yet.  So I was praying for them to learn to love Jesus. 

  As I was praying, I heard a knock on the door.  To my surprise it 
was Jasmine, the five year old daughter of the family I was pray-
ing for.  Jasmine then came in and we made pinecone bird feeders 
with peanut butter and birdseed hanging off of a pretty ribbon for 
Jasmine’s backyard bird friends.  A couple of hours later Jasmine 
and I brought her new treasure home.  I enjoyed a litt le visit with 
her father and then went home. 

  It  was not a big thing, yet it  was a confirmation to me on a warm 
summer day that God listens to my prayers and works in mysteri-
ous ways. 

 Becky Vermeer 

involved when it is up and running. I am also lov-
ing the Thursday morning coffee break bible study 
in which I get to learn more about the bible. On 
Tuesday morning I get together with two lovely 
ladies and we study the bible more closely and am 
learning tons! Last month Skyler and I became in-
volved in the Family Fellowship which is just won-
derful. I have been blessed to find a wonderful job 
at Windermere Real Estate, which came about be-
cause of a connection from church. And last but 
not least Skyler gets to attend Shoreline Christ ian 
School and that is only because First CRC is fund-
ing a lot of the fee so that Skyler can grow up with 
such great morals from a school that puts God first. 
I am truly blessed to have all that I have and I 
praise God everyday for that! 

 

 T ina Blanding 

 

 I am totally 
amazed at the 
wa y s  Go d ,  
through Christ 
and the Holy 
Spirit , is reaching 
into my life and 
graciously put-
t ing me into joy-
ous work for 
Him.  Last Sun-
day, He had me 
tap dancing in a 

benefit to raise money for Katrina vict ims at the 
Broadway Performance Hall.  $10,000 was raised 
for the cause.  He allowed me to hear a Godly hu-
man rights activist last Saturday – Amelia Boynton 
Robinson. I’m also so glad that the fellowship of 
the ladies in our church is now organized into ser-
vice groups, making it easy to work together. 

 

 Paulette DeRooy 

 

 One warm sum-
mer day I was 
busy doing the 
usual things- you 
know,  putt ing 
dishes away, fold-
ing the clothes, 
and praying.  A 
cert ain fam ily 
from my neighbor-
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Northwest Hispanic Ministry Report for Nov. 2005  

Joe Strong 

"Tell my wife that I say she can be baptized. Tell her that I 
also am going to be baptized." Manuel, 42 years old, 
wouldn't take a Bible the first t ime I visited him. The 2 
t ime he took it reluctantly. On my 3rd visit he was all 
hyped up because he had surrendered his life to Jesus. He 
had been living in Bellingham with his son but had forbid-
den his wife who was living in Mexico to continue to at-
tend church in their village. On week 4, Manuel was min-
istering to his cellmate. The Whatcom County Jail contin-
ues to be a place of incredible opportunity to bring men 
into a relationship with Jesus. 
One of the hardest parts of ministry is watching people that 
I care about destroy their lives. I know the power of God, 
and how it can change lives, but so many people try to ei-
ther do it on their own strength or just let things fall apart 
by doing nothing. Juan and Sandra couldn't mess their lives 
up any worse than they have. I can only watch and pray 
and confront them with God's love. Pray with me for this 
couple and their 4 small children. 
In my last prayer letter, I asked you to pray for a woman 
named Lupe who had cancer in her upper arm. We had 
prayed over her and laid hands on her many t imes and we 
believed that God would answer our prayer. The doctors at 
the UW Medical Center wanted to take the arm off at the 
shoulder. When Lupe went in for her checkup two days 

before the operation to take off her arm, the doctors said 
that the cancer had diminished so much that they decided 
to leave the arm and to only remove what was left of the 
cancer. Needless to say Lupe was ecstatic and gave praise 
to God. She is now healing nicely. Everybody in our 
church clearly saw the hand of God at work through our 
prayers. Thank you for praying for Lupe. 
Many people ask me, "So how is the work going?" I 
sometimes don't know how to answer. Some days it  is 
great, some days not so great. I feel very stretched. I feel 
like I cannot do justice to either the Lynden work nor the 
Mount Vernon work. Part of this is because my number 1 
people are working hard just to support their families and 
don't have a lot of t ime to invest in the church. Most of 
our people have 4 or 5 children and I want them to be 
with their families as well as participate in church activi-
t ies. So I end up doing a lot of the work alone. Pray for 
me that I can find a few key people who have the t ime to 
work beside me. 

Pray for continued financial support. This ministry de-
pends more and more on church offerings and individual 
support. Please continue to uphold this work in prayer. It 
is a privilege to work for an awesome God. 

En Cristo Jesus, 

 

Orneal Kooyers, Founder        Doug Heidema, President &  CEO  

Dear Co-workers: 

As we review the many reports from the staff this year our 
hearts well up with praise to our gracious Father. Rejoice 
with us what your prayers and support accomplish: 

1. New missionaries and equipment arrive in PNG. 

* Rev. Eric Schering and wife Penny arrived in Wewak in 
January 2005 primarily to assist in the training of national 
pastors and Christ ian leaders and fit  in well. 

* Johannes and Sabine Schabers of Liebenzel Mission In-
ternational of Germany arrived in August of 2004 and were 
seconded to PIM to serve in Moropote village. A Bible 
School is underway to serve the area. 

* A tractor, 10,000 books, and construction equipment 
were packed in a container in Modesto and arrived in We-
wak in May and were safely stored or transported by dou-
ble canoe to Ambunti. The books will be primary texts in 
PNG the months ahead. 

2. PIM's credibility and reputation is acclaimed by the 

PNG government. 

* PIM's construction crews, well experienced in building 
rain catchment water systems and other facilit ies, have 
erected a treasury building and police station at Ambunti, 
and the mission has been asked to erect a two story school 
in the large Sepik village of Avit ip. 
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 Some of this report will sound like a repeat of last COM-
MUNICATOR article because some things have not been 
resolved 

We still have not come to conclusions regarding the 
agreement with the Canchungo Church on whose land the 
school is built  or an agreement with Pastor Chenda’s fam-
ily regarding the land on which our headquarters’ house is 
built . Reports from our board member and director in 
Guinea Bissau are difficult to come by because the gov-
ernment is not as stable as we would like it  to be. There 
have been great improvements we have seen via the me-
dia. 

We have not sent off the container. We still have more 
than enough materials to fill it  and Lord willing we should 
have it within a few days. Our NGO status has come 
through and we also have a second option to send it via 
another non-profit  organization. 

Herb and Martha have not left because the container must 
first be on its way. They do hope to leave early or mid De-
cember. If it  gets to be any later they will hit the Christmas 
travel rush (and costs). They did have reservations for mid 
November, which they had to cancel. Another problem 
encountered last month was Martha’s illness, which re-
mains unknown. Many procedures occurred to try to ascer-
tain WHAT? All the tests came back negative and Martha 
now feels fine and is ready to return. Perhaps God healed 
and took care of things. He usually does; right? 

We do rejoice because we have a master teacher for me-
chanics. Dale Boyce plans to be in Guinea Bissau in Feb-
ruary to put that course on its way. Our representative in 
Guinea Bissau also is a mechanic and the two men will be 
putt ing together the curriculum. We do have a need for the 
master teacher in sewing. A curriculum has been started. It 
will be 2006 before the course in carpentry will be offered. 

You remember the roof was on the building, but during 
this month the floor has been poured also. There will be 
room for all the furniture and equipment coming in the 
container. The work is going on in Canchungo though we 
don’t get as many reports as we would like. 

We also rejoice because we have a new board member, 
Carol Lewellen is very enthusiastic about joining us and 
has many favorable characterist ics. We welcome her pres-

(See Flame on page 8) 

Freedom Life African  
Ministries Emmanuel  

FLAME 
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ence. Other individuals are still needed for the board. It ’s 
t ime for some of us to retire! 

Looking at the minutes from the last couple months, we 
see that Herb and Martha, along with Shirley Bosma, 
have visited a few different churches – a couple of them 
new to FLAME. Thank you, God! There is also work be-
ing done on a new video – an update showing what has 
been done already in Canchungo. 

I hope you all read the insert Martha and Herb placed in 
our church bulletin before the Thanksgiving holiday.! It 
was really done well and gives thanks to God for many 
people and things. 

In addit ion to those prayers of thanks we have other 
prayer requests: 

· Pray that the container will soon be shipped and will 
arrive in a t imely manner. 

· Pray for someone to come forward to be Master 
Teacher for sewing. 

· Pray for Guinean teachers to be available to learn 
from Master Teachers. 

· Pray that the hearts of many folk here will be touched 
to give – financially and/or as volunteers. 

· Pray that the polit ical situation in Guinea Bissau may 
remain sett led. 

· Pray for the country and leaders of Guinea Bissau. 
May there be an atmosphere of integrity and honesty and 
compassion. 

(Flame continued from page 7) 

We are called by God to be channels of His Love, messengers of His Word, and instruments of the 

Holy Spirit to bring the people of Africa into the fellowship of Christ and His Church. 
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· Pray for our missionaries as they prepare to return to 
Guinea Bissau. May God give them wisdom in opening 
the school for instruction and discipling. 

· Pray for students to be eager to learn and that Gui-

neans may be able to establish their own industries. 

· Pray that funds, some $34,000.00 needed, may be 
available so that this ministry of FLAME may go forward. 
If you feel the need to be more giving before the end of 
the year, pray for insight and perhaps God will guide you 
to help with that $34,000. God Bless! 

Thanks to our supporters and our God for ready hearts 
and hands to fill our needs this month and in the months 
to come. 

 More information can be gleaned from our website: 
http.www.flameministry.org 

 

 Thank you! Winerva Klungel, FLAME secretary  
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Here is what's new in Tacoma... 

 

�We are enjoying life here in Tacoma. With 
the recent news stories happening down in 
the south end it just makes it more appar-
ent that Soma is needed here. It would be 
so easy to just pack it up and head to a 
safe place such as New Zeeland but we truly 
feel called to love the people of Tacoma. 

 

�Soma has officially existed as a non-
profit organization for 1 1/2 years. It's  
amazing that we have lived down here for 
two years. Soma continues to grow and grow. 
Our home church has outgrown our house 
so in a couple of weeks we will be mul-
tiplying by adding another home church 
to the south end of Tacoma. There are 
missional communities located all over 
Tacoma - the north slope, stadium, the 
wedge, Hilltop and two in the south end 
plus many more to come. Some of the 
amazing artists within our body have 
started an arts school for drawing and 
painting. It has taken off! There are 
many people from the Tacoma art commu-
nity involved in the art school. 

 
�God has placed Todd and I in a 
neighborhood where we have awesome 
neighbors that we would love to see come 
to have a personal relationship with 
Christ. We are involved in a neighborhood 
watch program called Safe Streets due to 
the crime in our neighborhood - it is such 
an awesome way to get to know our neighbors 
and really make an impact on our community 
around us. We are also starting a Breakfast  
Club every third Sunday morning of the 
month in which all of our neighbors are in-
vited to join us in our home for breakfast.  
Our neighborhood is part of our missional  
community and we feel that it is much more 
beneficial for the kingdom of God to have 
our neighbors over for breakfast rather 
than going to Soma's gathering every third 
Sunday morning of the month. The elders of 
Soma support us as we reach out to our 
neighborhood. We are so excited to see what 
God does through our times with our 
neighbors. 

 

�Todd has gone down to part-time at Star-
bucks and we are investing in houses in 
the Tacoma area with a couple of other 
friends. We are currently working on 
"flipping" a house in the north end area. 
I am at home with baby Noah (who is now 5 
months old - where does the time go?) and 
I work from home as a pregnancy counselor 
for New Hope Child and Family Agency. 

 
�So, there is the update! We apologize for  
not being able to visit our CRC family but 
we are rarely up north on Sunday mornings. 
We miss the MAC and EPIC kids a ton! We 
wish all of you the best. 

 

�God Bless, 

Todd, Sondra and Noah Chamberlain 

News from the Chamber lains 

(���0�!�	�����	��7�������"������	�
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Cute Bunnies for sale. 
$15.00 each, please 
come see what they 

look like  
after church. We live 2 
houses from the corner 
of 147th and 25th. Or 
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Jay Anema 

drainage of her kidney. She was expected to return home Fri-
day....You are invited to come Dec 12 at 7:30 pm to church for 
a special t ime of singing Dutch Carols and for a Christmas 
message by Rev Ted Medema. Refreshments will be served 
afterwards....Johanna Longacre will be in need of a volunteer 
child care start ing in January on Wednesdays and Fridays. 
Please call Johanna if you can help....Hilda Spaargaren is in 
the Eastside Group Health with breathing difficult ies. They are 
trying to regulate her medication....Barb Danhof is at home 
recovering from her kidney problem....CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING NEWS: The proposed budget was adopted as pre-
sented with a motion for the council to consider the need for an 
intern for Pastor Jeff Vanderstelt during 1996. The extra help 
would allow Jeff to develop a Young Adult ministry.  Building 
Expansion information was also presented.  An important 
packet of information has been prepared for you to review. 
Please read the material and prayerfully consider your vote on 
the project and your financial commitment to it ....Pastor Jeff 
Vanderstelt will bring the morning message (Dec 24). Plan to 
attend the candlelight service tonight celebrating the eve of 
Christ ’s birth....Hilda Spaargaren is slowly improving after a 
massive heart attack and broken arm. She is staying with her 
daughter Eleanor and husband Brad West. She can have visi-
tors. Jack Spaargaren is in a group home after his 
stroke....ADULT EDUCATION - WINTER QUARTER 1996: 
PROVERBS 1-9.....This class will be taught by Dave White. 
Dave has been attending our church for almost 2 years. He is a 
graduate of Western Bible College in Denver, Colorado and 
Western Baptist Seminary in Portland, Oregon. TEACH US 
TO PRAY.  OF all the things Jesus did, this must have been 
the most effective and prominent aspect of His ministry for it 
was the only thing that the disciples specifically asked Jesus to 
teach them. The class will be led by Jeff Vander Stelt.....Both 
classes will begin January 7 in the South Annex. 

 DECEMBER 1990 This morning we have the privilege of 
hearing the profession of faith of Barb Danhof, Sabina Horn, 
Brian Huseland, Brian Odgers, Judy Sarantopoulos, Patti 
Vanderwerff and Sonny Wilson....Mary Roberts is recuper-
ating at Northwest Hospital, where she had surgery for re-
placement of an art ificial shoulder on Tuesday....Bill  Strong  is 
doing better this week. His weakened condit ion last week may 
have been due to the flu....Clarice Long was admitted to 
Northwest Hospital this week due to poor circulation in her 
foot. She was to have surgery on Friday....The membership 
papers of Jim and Cynthia Buys and their 5 baptized children 
were transferred to the Hope Community CRC....A love offer-
ing will be received this morning for Matt Estrada , our for-
mer intern to alleviate approx. $2,000 in hospital expense he 
incurred shortly after leaving our congregation....Clarence Bol 
remains at Northwest Hospital, where he is being treated for 
pneumonia. Clarice Long has returned home from Northwest 
Hospital, where she had surgery on her ankle; plans are for her 
to move to the Portland area quite soon, where she will further 

(See Bulletins on page 11) 

Ye Olde 

DECEMBER 2000 Nominees: For the office of Elder: 
Bern Alberda, Dale Alberda, Ron Borger, Steve 
De Koekkoek, Frank Holly , Dale Kaemingk, Steve 
Kolk and John Tibbits.  For the office of Deacon: 
Thera Anema, Harris Donnel, Karen Dyk, Dave 
Gronlund, Kathy Martin,  Barb Vree and Jean 
Zoet. Retiring Elders are Jay Faber, Doug Heys, 
Denny Roosendaal and Wendell Verduin. Retiring 
Deacons are Jared Johnson and Tim Vanden 
Bos.....Bill  De Rooy had surgery on his back Wed in 
Northwest Hospital....This morning Doug Martin 
will profess his faith, and receive the sacrament of 
baptism....On Dec 1 Matthew Sink submitted to liga-
ment repair surgery on his hand and on Dec 5 Steve 
Cok underwent cataract surgery....On Nov 13 our 
church building addit ion received a commendation 
award from the Seatt le Chapter of the American Insti-
tute of Architects. They were very complimentary of 
the building design, but were particularly impressed 
by how much we were able to accomplish within our 
budget....The lovely banners, wreaths, lights and 
poinsett ias decorating our lobby and sanctuary instill 
in us the excitement of the Advent and Christmas sea-
sons. Special thanks to Bern Alberda for the Advent 
wreath, to Heidi  Alberda, Jenne Hitchman, Sandy 
Voskuilen and Jean Zoet for the Advent banners, to 
Ingrid Crozier  for the inspiration of the plan, to Di-
anne Haveman for her talents for putt ing the plan 
into reality, to Lydia Van Schepen for being the 
source for many of the decorations, and to Jim and 
Scott Crozier, Laurie and Eric  Dykstra, Merv 
Haveman, Doug Heys and Jenni Monil las for will-
ingly taking directions to put it  all in place....Those 
elected to 3-year terms as Elder were Bern Alberda, 
Ron Borger, Frank Holly and Dale Kaemingk. 
Elected to 3-year terms as Deacon were Thera 
Anema, Harris Donnel, Karen Dyk and Dave 
Gronlund. 

 DECEMBER 1995  The congregation’s support of 
the mug drive was wonderful! A total of 178 mugs 
were donated and placed in Christmas boxes for the 
Seafarers. Thank you for your generosity - The 
Bauman’s Household Fellowship Group....Barb 
Danhof was admitted to Group Health Central with a 
probable kidney stone problem. Due to pregnancy X-
rays and surgery were not advisable so on Wednesday 
she had a procedure done to insert a catheter for 
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recuperate at the home of her sister-in-law. Bill Strong’s 
condit ion remains stable as he recovers from the flu....This 
morning intern Dale Visser will be bringing the message.  
The sacrament of Baptism will be administered to Weston 
Neal Danhof, son of Tim and Barb; and to Sean, Timo-
thy and Marcus Wilson, sons of Sonny and Lau-
ren....After batt ling cancer for several weeks, Bill  Strong 
died on Wednesday (Dec 19) afternoon. We express our 
Christ ian sympathy to his wife Alma and the children. 
With them, we are thankful that Bill  “died in the 
Lord”....Bert De Groot had surgery on Wednesday at Ste-
vens Hospital. He was expected to remain at the hospital 
until Saturday....Clarence Bol has returned home after 
being treated for pneumonia....Congratulations to Mike 
and Kelly Vedders (nee Lont), who were married yester-
day in our church....At our congregational meeting on De-
cember 13, we adopted the budget with the following 
modification from previous years: The denominational 
quotas and Christ ian Education Society were separated 
from the General Fund. Separate offerings will now be 
taken to meet our financial goals for these minis-
tries....Congratulations to Doug and Lora Vander Gies-
sen to whom a baby boy, Mark Douglas, was born on 
Dec 24, at Northwest Hospital. 

 JANUARY 1991 Matt Vander Linden returned home 
Tue from Children’s Hospital where he was treated for 
staph infection in his eye....Today we have an opportunity 
to become informed about our church's involvement with 
the Billy Graham Crusade, to be held in Tacoma April 4-
5 and at the Kingdome April 6-7....HOUSEHOLD FEL-
LOWSHIP GROUPS Coordinators: Frank & Pat Holly; 
Don & Joyce Kok; Rich & Sue De Vries; Pete &  Anne 
Haverhals; Dale &  Terri Kaemingk ; Herb &  Win Rey-
nolds; AnnaBelle Ackerman; Rob &  Carol Geertsma 
and Sherwin &  Carolyn Van Mersbergen.... Hattie 
Jager will enter Group Health on Thursday for surgery of 
a hip replacement. It is expected that she will be in the 
hospital for 7-10 days, with a 3-month recuperation period 
after that....Tanya Roosendaal submitted to surgery Tues-
day at Northwest Hospital. We're thankful that the surgery 
went well....Alexander Longacre is now at home after 
being treated for dehydration....Once again the King's 
Men are scheduled to sing at a Sonic game on March 1: 
You may order t ickets to accompany them from Norm 
Jonkman through Feb 3....This morning we welcome 
Seminarian Dan Ackerman to our pulpit. Dan is the son 
of AnnaBelle Ackerman, a member of our church. 

 DECEMBER 1985  At the congregational meeting last 
week Elders elected were: John Einfeld, Hilmer Jager, 
Don Van and Peter Van Dyke. Deacons elected were: 
Jim Bauman, Don De Koekkoek and Carl Ein-
feld....The following officers were elected through May 
1986: Vice President, Duane Kuik; Clerk, Don Kok; 
Treasurer, Greg MacPherson; Records Clerk, Hilmer 

(Bulletins continued from page 10) Jager; Correspondence Clerk, Don Van....Hilmer Jager 
is planning to have surgery at Group Health Hospital on 
January 3 to open up one of his neck arteries. 

 DECEMBER 1980 At our annual congregational meet-
ing the 1981 budget was adopted.  Elders elected were 
Bil l  Lapp, Dennis Roosendaal and Sherwin Van Mers-
bergen.  Deacons elected were Darryl Roosendaal, 
John Smit and Nate Winters.....Becky Donnel submit-
ted to surgery Wednesday with a growth affecting several 
of her ribs.  Preliminary finding is that this is a malignant 
bone cancer....Becky is doing well at home following her 
recent surgery.  She will soon begin 15 - 20 months of 
extensive chemical and radiation cancer treatments.  May 
the continuing prayers and support of God's people be 
means used by God to bless Becky, her family and John 
during this crit ical t ime....Thanksgiving Day Offerings 
received: $15,653.60. 

 JANUARY 1981 This morning we will witness Baptism 
of Jordan Paul De Koekkoek, Kyle Geoffrey Lont and 
Henry David Vander Pol.....Becky Donnel expected to 
be home today following chemotherapy treatments at 
Northwest.....We extend our congratulations to Doug and 
Paulette (Doney) De Rooy who were joined in Christ ian 
marriage yesterday afternoon....Dave Donnel and Doug 
and Chris Vander Ark  made profession of the faith God 
has given each of them in Jesus Christ. 

 DECEMBER 1975 CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: 
Elected as Elders: Jake Einfeld and Ken Venhuizen; as 
Deacons: Harold Bauman, John Vander Linden and 
Peter Van Dyke....We have received the transfer of 
membership of the John Korf family from the Princeton 
CRC of Grand Rapids, Michigan. The family consists of 
John and Agnes Korf and two baptized sons, Clarence 
and Henry....The Thanksgiving offering was $12,540.89 
with $2,664 for WGCS and $2,446 for the Kooyers. 

 DECEMBER 1970 We welcome Miss Thelma Werk-
hoven from the Monroe church. ...COFFEE-
FELLOWSHIP   Beginning next Sunday, after the morn-
ing service, there will be coffee served in our church 
basement.  This will make it more natural to meet visitors 
and fellowship with one another.  ....Dr Doug Polonis, 
Vernon Van Heyningen and John Vreugdenhil were 
elected Elders and Glenn Bajema and Vernon Kingma 
were elected Deacons at the last congregational meeting.  
Pastor's salary was set at $7,900....Virginia Sue Stanley 
was baptized on Sunday morning Dec 6....Bill  Rietkerk 
underwent surgery on Dec 18 to remove a device from 
his leg, which had been inserted last year at the time of 
his accident....The Thanksgiving offering received was 
$7,423.41....Profession of faith will be made during the 
morning service (Dec 27) by Paul De Koekkoek.  The 
questions and concluding remarks will be by Rev De 
Koekkoek.  We pray that the Lord may bless the younger 
Paul as He has the elder Paul.  
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(Library continued from page 12) 

works to keep couples together in their 
marriage.   
   Mary loves to garden, which came in 
handy when they bought their house.  Af-
ter trying to juggle gett ing their daughters 
back and forth to school and activit ies at 
Watson Groen Christ ian School, they de-
cided to look for a house closer to the 
school.  The real estate agent brought them 
to their current house several t imes, but 
Mary was not interested.  Eventually he 
talked them into buying the "eyesore of the 
neighborhood!"  Dan says they bulldozed 
the whole yard except for a rhododendron 
bush.  It was a yard that no one had taken 
care of.  Mary is presently start ing a white 
garden but loves all kinds of gardening.  
She likes to read, sew and walk Winnie the 
dog.  She also likes to read real estate ads.  
I don't understand that one!  But then I like 
to read the obituaries.  
   Besides Winnie, they also have a dove in 
a cage.  It 's coo, coo was a sweet sound in 
their house. Ask them sometime ask how 
they came to acquire their bird.  You might 
also ask Dan what he has done to keep the 
Olympic Hills area rural in the city.  Mary 
seems to follow her Mom's penchant for 
working with wood as she loves to do 
home improvement projects. She is not a 
nightt ime person.  Dan says he is a caring, 
nurturing person who gives you what you 
need, a slug or a hug.  

(Family Focus ontinued from page 14) 
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   The first t ime I met Dan and Mary was probably over 
12 years ago when the church was trying to acquaint peo-
ple within the church with each other. My husband Dick 
and I had signed up for the program and were matched 
with the Wasells.  We met 
them one evening for des-
sert at a local restaurant.  
My impression then still 
remains today that Dan is 
the talker and Mary is the 
quiet one.   
   Mary is Anne Weesies 
daughter (see the last Com-
municator). Mary was born 
in Seatt le and went to Wat-
son  Groen  Ch r ist ian 
School.  Dan was also born 
in Seatt le and both of them 
lived and grew up in Ballard 
about two miles apart but 
they had never met as Dan went to a public school. 
   Mary is a nurse, scrub tech and administrator for Podi-
atric Medical Clinic.  At the t ime she met Dan she was a 
nurse on the maternity ward of Ballard Hospital.  Dan 
was in the hospital for surgery.  Now this seems rather 
simple but, as Mary told the story, Dan and another fel-
low were driving the surgical nurses crazy, always push-
ing the button for them. Since there were a couple of beds 
available on the end of the Maternity ward, they moved 
them there and Mary was assigned to be their nurse.  Dan 
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was pretty drugged up, but he kept pestering her for a 
date when he got out.  There was some kind of deal 
struck and she finally agreed to go out dancing with him.  
He says he pursued her until he caught her.  They have 
been married since March 28, 1969. 
   They have two daughters, Katie who lives in Marys-
ville, and Hilary who lives in Roanoke Virginia.  Hilary 
has a daughter, Olivia, age 8, who is looking forward to 
seeing Grandma, Grandpa, and the bird in the cage soon.   

   Dan is a Federal Employee and 
has many side activit ies he is in-
volved in.  He is a retired Sports 
Official who has officiated at many 
different sports events, from the 
high school to professional level, in 
a paid posit ion.  He says he isn't a 
sports nut, but he didn't want to 
miss the Seahawks game for the 
interview.  Mary told him that the 
most important part of the game is 
the very end, so he sett led down!  
Dan also is a friend of the movie 
studios and he screens the films 
before they are released.  How did 
this come to be?  He was in the 
right place at the right t ime.  He 

saw the latest Harry Potter film two weeks before it  came 
out in the theaters. 
   Both of them are Ministry Coordinators for all of West-
ern Washington for Retrouvaille, a lifeline for hurt ing 
marriages.  To find out more about this ministry see the 
May 22, 2005 morning service presentation to the congre-
gation, which is available on video in the library.  They 
are passionate about this ministry and the miracles God 

(See Family Focus on page 13) 

Family Focus 
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