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This year our Advent Theme is 

no surprise; it’s the coming of 
Jesus.  But this year we will 

look at the 4 different comings.   
You may say, hey, there are 
only two, but we are starting 

the first Sunday with the “pre-
incarnational” figures of Jesus 

found in the Old Testament. 
God told David that his 

“house” would be established 
forever.  That Kingdom line 
would lead to Jesus and his 

everlasting kingdom.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
Our second Advent Sunday will have the coming of Christ 
that we know the best; Jesus coming to earth by being 
born in Bethlehem. The third Sunday, we will consider a 
third coming of Christ; that Jesus also comes into our 
lives through conversion; a personal Advent of Christ.  .   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The last Sunday of Advent the theme will be the “second 

coming”. We all are looking forward to the day when 
Christ shall return from Heaven to rule forever.  We pray 
that this month of preparation will cause us to celebrate 

Christmas in the richest and deepest way, being mindful 
of the enormity of God’s plan to send his own son to this 

earth for us. Feliz Navidad.� �

 
Ingrid Crozier 

The Advent Season  2006 
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(Devotional continued from page 4) First CRC, 
 Shoreline Christian 

  and Our Children 
Johanna Van Belle 

Introduction 

 This year our Finance Team w as presented w ith a 
request for tuition help for the school year 2006-2007 
that w as more than $20,000 higher than the request 
of the previous year. This sent a shockw ave through 
the council. Questions w ere raised. Why? How  does 
this impact the other ongoing programs? What is the 
commitment of the church to the school? What is the 
policy? 

The w hy question is easily answ ered: Chil-
dren grow  up and move from elementary school to 
high school—w ith higher tuition. Others enter kinder-
garten for the f irst time. Tuition goes up by 10 % each 
year—way more then the cost of living. 

The other questions are a bit harder to an-
sw er. As a result, meetings w ere held and discus-
sions took place. In the end the deacons w ere asked 
to instruct the people about our present policy and 
commitment. Here is an attempt to do so. 

Why support the school? 

What do w e mean w hen w e respond, “We do, 
God helping us” w hen we are asked at the time of 
baptism “do you promise to receive these children in 
love, pray fort them, help instruct them in the faith 
and encourage and sustain them in the fellowship of 
the believers?’” 

SCS (formerly called Watson Groen Christian)  
was established in the f if ties as a fulf illment of these 
covenant responsibilities. Now  more than 80 
churches are represented in the school. Does this  
change our perspective? 

Other changes have taken place over time as 
well. Where in the past every one in our church sent 
their children to a Christian school this is no longer  
the case. Some send their children to a public school, 
and still others home-school. The motivation differs 
from family to family. Some feel the public school is a 
place for evangelism, for others the motivation simply  
is money. It is interesting to note that relatively new 
Christians value very highly Christian education for 
their children. That’s w hat they desire for their chil-
dren. They are also the ones that lack the support 

(See Children on page 6) 
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follow ed practice. As long as the amount requested 
was reasonably constant from year to year there w as 
no reason to look more carefully at the policy. How -
ever w hen, as this year, there is a huge increase in 
the amount recommended the question arises as to 
what is the right thing to do? What are our covenan-
tal responsibilit ies? What is the responsibility of the 
parents and their extended families? 

Considerations  

The Executive Committee of the church w restled w ith 
these questions at length. We decided that this is not 
just a question for the Executive Committee.  It  is our  
problem as a congregation, as a community of be-
lievers. At the December congregational meeting 
there w ill be an open discussion w here we can ex-
press our thoughts and feelings. What is right for this  
congregation? Should w e cap the amount of money  
designated for school support? If so, how are the 
families expected to come up w ith the remainder  of 
the tuit ion? Do you have suggestions or ideas? 
Please w eigh carefully the consequences of any pro-
posed action and the impact this w ill have on families  
with a strong desire to have their children in a good 
Christian school.� �

 

 Johanna van Belle 

For the Executive Committee 

from their ow n biological families w ho simply do not 
appreciate w hat they are talking about. In other  
words, we as a church are their extended family in 
Christ. For First CRC there is still another change. 
We now  have a Youth Pastor. 

Present Procedure  

i) The church supports SCS through the Local 
Operating Budget (LOB) at a certain level recom-
mended by the Finance Team. This is general  sup-
port. This year w e had tw o offerings for this purpose. 
Anything collected over the specif ied amount goes to 
the Tuition Help Fund. 

ii) The Tuition Help Fund 

First some background. SCS has a f inancial 
aid program. This program allocates available aid 
dollars to all families demonstrating need. (This in-
cludes families from First CRC). To determine need 
a family f ills out an application w hich is sent to a re-
view ing organization in New Jersey w hich makes a 
recommendation to the school about the amount of 
assistance the family is eligible for. The total amount 
of recommended aid for all families is much higher  
than the available aid dollars. The school typically 
funds about 40% of the recommended aid. In 1990 a 
policy w as draw n up betw een the school and the 
church which stated that the “amount, if  any, by 
which the Seattle First CRC families need exceeds 
the amount so allocated w ill be reported to the Seat-
tle First CRC to enable them to determine the 
amount of tuition aid they w ill make available to their  
families.” This policy is still in effect today. It has 
been the practice in our church to make up the differ-
ence betw een the recommended amount of aid and 
the amount granted by the school. Here is an exam-
ple for a hypothetical family: 

Total Tuition                                      $15,000 

Recommended financial aid                 10,000 

Family expected to pay                    5,000 

School provides  (40% of $10,000)                      4,000 

Additional amount  

 family has to come up with                     6,000 

* Example borrowed from Wayne Clousing 

 

When you read the policy carefully you w ill 
notice that First CRC does not promise to come up 
with the full amount of money still needed by eligible 
families. (In the example this w ould be the $6000). In 
practice how ever this has been the case up to the 
present. The letter of the policy is different from the 

(Children continued from page 5) 
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SA Gestig, where the Belhar Confession 
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A Musical ‘Extravaganza 
Performance Details: 

Music of the Night from Phantom of the Opera…...Andrew 
Lloyd Webber 

Norm Jonkman—Organ 
It is Well………………………………………….......Sandy’s 
Songs 

Cheryl Bratt—vocal, Ingrid Crozier—piano 
Irish Washerwoman, Kesh Jig - Two Irish 
Jigs………......arr. Daniel Kelly 

   Jana Boersema & Dora Vande Giessen—violin, Jenni 
Monillas—piano 

The Dog Who Chased a Lion from Fables from Ae-
sop……...Howard Buss 

Jana Boersema—violin, Jeff Boersema—horn 

Nocturno……………………………………………....Franz 
Strauss 

Jeff Boersema—horn, Greta Clousing—piano 

Impromptu #4……………………………...………...Franz 
Schubert 

Ingrid Crozier—piano 

O.K. Chorale from Toot 
Suite………………………….…….PDQ Bach 

Greta Clousing, Norm Jonkman—organ 

It Doesn’t Matter Any More……………………………….Eve 
Cassidy 

I Say a Little Prayer For 
You…………………………..Aretha Franklin 

Paulette DeRooy—tap dance 

Flower Song from Lakme………………………………....Leo 
Delibes 

Ingrid Crozier, Alice Gavey-Sundy—vocals, Greta Clous-
ing—piano 

Phantom of the Opera………………………....Andrew Lloyd 
Webber 

��������������������������	� �

�;0��'�&�	�4"#�����	 
��
��' �<�����,��1�:9����
.���=����� >
	���'�����
2��;3����$��;��

8��� ����� 	� !���� �� �������� !���
� ��� ����?'�'�+#��� �
���� �#����� ������, � ���� �4	 ��� <	���
, � ���	 ��
�
�;� ������ ����� � �!� ��	����,� ��� ���� ����� ��� 	"�#��
0�,;;; � ��	� ���$���	4�� � ���� �	���'� @�� "��� � �
����  ������ ����� ���� ������ �!� �	�
� �!� ������ ���$
���,� �	�
� �!�(���� 	��� ��	��� � ����  ��
� ��(�� ���
����?'�'�!��� ����!�� ��� ����'�

A����  ��	��� �� ��	� ���� ��� � ��������� ��� ��	�� �
������� �� ��	4 �� � ��	����� ��#���(��"	�4�
 	�
,A�8���
�	
�'�A-�
� ���#��� � ���� �����	�� �������(��� �����
��������(��4,�����	4������ �� ����"	�4������� ���'A�

6������
�����	����� �	��������#�����8#����;;��


�	���������
�	 ����� ���������� �
�9�;�*	�	�	)���1��'��B��
-�	�
��	��
�,� ����:�� ;$;;�;��
0$9;;$���$�0���

����� �	��(	
�
6C�&��� �; �;� ��D�E�+�7�
&#���� ���, �CD�E��� �F9�
:;�$���$�:�;�

((('����'�� �

8���G�D�����,�8�����	�,�1�	�	�
8���#	,�B���	,��������	,�	�
�8���������� �



0;�

�

����� ���� !#
 �� "
� (	�4�� � 	��#�
� 	�
� ���#��� ,�H!#
 � �
!��� 	� 
���	 �I'� � 6������ 4��
	� ���4�
� 	�� �� � !#� �
,� "#��7�

�
� ����� �� �!� ����,� (����� (	��  ��	�'� � 1!���� 	� !�(� ��#���
�!���� �� �2���A����A����� ����� �	���� ���!� �� �	� ��  ��#�3, �7�
"�# ��� 	� �#��4��� 	�
� ��	
�
� "	�4� (���� �
� �����
��	
'��7��(	��	� ��	����  ���	�
�7����4� !��(	�
�� ������ � �

	�������!������������!#�#��'�

E	���'''''C�� ���
	
� 7� (���� ��� ����� ���� 2	� ���	�� (��4�
�
������ �����	�� ��� "���� �!� ��	����,� "#�� ��� 	�� ���	�
� ��)��
��	��3'� �1!���� 	�  ��	�� ���� �� � ��. �
��  � ���	�� �#�� �� 	�
�
!��
,� 7� 	�
� �� ������� ��	
�
� ���� �� ��� 	�� 	� !����(�6�<��
	�	������'� � ��� (�4��#�� �	��
� ��� �	�#�
	
� ���  �� � �4$
�� � (��� � 	� ���	�� - ���	
�	�� ��4�� ��#"� ��� 	� �#���#��
����� � #�� ���� �'� �	4�� � .#��� 	!���� �	�,� !�#�� �!�
#�� "�	�
�
� 	� "#�� ���  ��� ��� ���� ������ � �����'�B�� ��#$
	��
� (�� (���� ��� �#�� (	
� #�� ��� ������� (����� ���� ��4�� �

��	���"� 	�'��
7�� (	�� 	� ��	���� ��  �
��4�� ��� 	� �	���( �
��	��� ����# � � ��� �
��#��	���,� "#�� ����� �
�����
� ��� "�� ���
�
!#�'� � 7�� (	�� "�	#��$
!#�� ���� (����� (	
, �
	�
� 	"�#�� 	�� ��#��
�	���� (�� ��	���
� ����
� 	 �# �	 � � � # � !# ��
����� '� � ���� ����� �
(	�� 	� ����� ��� ����
���� �� (�� ��� �	�#$
�	��
� ���� (	����
��#��
� �#�� !���� 	�
���4'� � ��� �	�� #�
���
���� ����� � 	�
� ��$
.�
�
� ���� 	"���#���
�
��!������  � (	���� �� �
�#�� "	�4�'� � 7� � (	��
��#�
� ( �� 
� �!#�, �
	�
�7���#�
�%���	���� ���#��(��� �	�"�����,� � �
��	�#��
 �
 ��#�� �!� ������'� � ��� ��.�
�
� �	�
� �	# ��� 	�
� �!�
��#����	� ���#���!�"	���� �� �������� ���  '��1!���� ��	
�� �
"	�4,�(��(��������������������J��!� �����������
�(��2��� �
�	����	�� !��
� ����� ��� -���	
	3'� � ���� �	
� �	
�� ����
����� 	�	)�� � ���� 
�(��7� �	��� ����� �	
,� "#����� � (����
!�	���� 	�
� 	� (��
��!#�� "���
� �!� ��	����� 2	� !��
�  ��#��
����3'�� ����	���� 	������������	���������!����� ���  	�$

��� ��	�� 7� �	
� 	
����
'� � ���� �	���
� ����� (��
�� 	�
�

# � ����� �� ��� #�� !��� ��,� (����� (	��  ��	�� 	�� 7� �	
�

"����(	���� ��������#�����	���'�

C���	��� ��� (	�� ���� �!� ���� ����� ��.�
	"��� 
	
�� 7� �	���
�	
� ��� ���	�
'� � ���� ��4�� �  ��#�� (	�� 	�  ��	�� "#���� �!�
������,� ���� ��4�� (	�� �����	�#�	�� 	�
� ���� !��
� (	��
�	�
��
�(������"��������' ��

�

���� ��	��!�"##$�

7� ���#�
� ����� ���� ����"�	����� �!� 	��� �	����� 
	
� ����'� � 7��
��� 	� ����� (���� ��� �
�� ��  ���� ��� ���� ������ �
� ��� ����� �
����  �	���� �!� ����� �� ��
� ����'� � ������ ��� 	� �� ���� � � !�
�	�
���� ����# ��#�� � ��� ������ �
,� 	�
�  �	���� 	��� ���$
���
� "
� 	�� 	��	
� �!� �� ���'� � ���� � ������ ������ �
� ��� ��� �
#�� "
� �	�
���� 	�
� ���� .�
�#�� ��	������  � �!� !	������'� �
C#���
�� ���� �������
�  	���� ������ 	��� ���
���� ������  �
!��
,�"����	 ���	�
��	�� �#���������� ���'��7�����	���������
�����
� ����� 	�
� �����"��� ����� ����
� ����'� � ���� �� �� �

��	��7�	����
�
,�7�(	�����#�4�"
�����"�	#�
��!����	���	� 
 �
���� ������ �!� ����������'� � 7�� (	�� 	���� ���������� � ��� ��$
�������	���� ��	"�������������� �
� �#� � �	������#
�,�
�� �
�

�
� ���# �� ��� 
� (� ��� ��� 	� �� �!� ��� �� ����� 	�
� ��� 
�
�	����  � �#���
�� � !� ��� � ��� ����
,� (���� � ����
�� (� � 	�� �
��	
�
� 
�
'� � ���� � � ��� �	���
� �����	�� ��#��,� 	�
� "
�
��
�� ��,� ������� �	
� "� #�� ��� ���	�� �#�'� � 7�� (	�� 	��
����������  � (	
� ��� ����
� � ��� � �����  ,� 	�
�  	��� ��� 	 �

��(��#����4����
�	���	�
������� �������� �� ��	�'�

�

�%�����	�"&�'�"(!�"##$�

C�� ��
���
	
� -���	
	� ����"�	��
� �	������ ����'� � 7�
	����
�
�	�!����2	4	�����"�	����3�(����� 
��������	
�	� �
�����#� ���� �	����� ����#���'��7��(	��	��# ���	�� 
���	� �
����#
�
�  ��
� !��
,� 
	��� � ,� �#�� �� 	�
� ���� �	��� �!�
 ��
�'� � 1����# ��7� (	�� ���� ���
� (����,� ��� 
�
�J�� ��	�� 
�
�� ���� �� ��� ��� #����� 	�  ��#�� �!� !�#��  #
�� 	����	���
 �
��� 	�
� 	�4�
� ��(� ��� !���� ��� ��	�
� �#�� 	�� ���� (���� �
 #
'� � 7� �	# ��
� 	�
� �	�
� 7� 
�
�J�� ���
,� ��� (�� ��� ��� 
 �
	��� ������
�
� (���� �	�
��	4��,� ������� 	�
� 	��������
��� "#
� ��� 	� "���,� ��� �����	�'� � 7� 4��
� 
� �#���
� ���� �

�(�� 	�� 1# #��#�� 2� 
� !�����  � "#


3� �	
� 	���	

�
!�#�
� ��� ���� ���� �	���� �� 	�
� �	
� "�# ��� ��� 	 �
�	��"'� � 7� ������ ���� ������ � ��.�
�� �  ��	�� �#���,�  ��
 �
!��
�	�
�
	��� � '�� 7��(	�� ��	���#����  ���� ��1# #��#� �
	�
� 7� �����  ��� ��� ����� ���� !	���
'� � 7� (	�� .#��� ��	��
�
�	��
� ��� ��	��� !�����  � ��� !���	"��� 	�
� 	� �	��� �!� ��� �
����#��� 
'� � 7� ����� ���4� ���� � ����	����� ��� � ���� �� ��	� �

The Peace Corps 
Jordan Longacre 

8��
	��(������	 ��!�-���	
	�



00�

�

THE 
BACK TO 

GOD HOUR�

��

��

��

��

��

��

�

��

��

�

�

��

 r e me mb e r i n g  

r e j o i c i n g  r e d e d ic a t i n g  

6555 West College Drive 

Palos Heights IL 60463 

Voice: 708-371-8700 

Fax:708-371-1415 

Email: btgh@crcna.org 

Web: www.btgh.org 

3475 Mainway 

PO Box 5070   STN LCD I 
Burlington ON   L7R 3Y8 

Voice: 905-336-2920 
Fax: 905-336-8344�

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
The month of Ramadan has come and gone. It began with the f irst sight of the 
moon's crescent and ended in the same way. Each day during Ramadan, de-
vout Muslims abstain from food and drink from dawn to dusk. The Muslim lunar 
year is about 11 days shorter than our solar calendar year. So, Ramadan does 
not always occur during the same season, and if it happens during the hot days 
of summer, it is much harder to fast than in the w inter. A Muslim acquaintance 
of mine explained that this means that Allah wants Muslim people to be ready 
to make sacrif ices for him in all circumstances. 
Yet, Ramadan is not really a time of sacrif icing. It is a well-established fact that 
food consumption during Ramadan is much higher than in other months. In 
fact, people tend to save money throughout the year in order to buy more and 
better quality foods during Ramadan. They fast from dawn to dusk, and then 
dusk to dawn becomes a time for feasting. Muslims usually wake up early for a 
pre-dawn meal, "Sohour," to f ill up for the rest of the day. They then perform 
dawn prayers and go back to sleep. But this is not all. Daily work hours during 
Ramadan are much shorter, and little work is accomplished during that month. 
So, any pressing business needs to be accomplished before or after Ramadan. 
After Ramadan, nothing can be done until after the "Eid" The Eid(or Feast) 
celebrates the off icial break of the fast. Schools and businesses close for three 
to f ive days of holiday. 
It is not clear how many adult Muslims faithfully observe the Ramadan fast. It 
is said that Mohammed exempted four groups from fasting — those who are 
sick, traveling, engaged in holy warfare or pregnant. It is, however, socially 
unacceptable for Muslims not to at least give the appearance of observing the 
fast. In the predominantly Muslim nations of the Middle East, North Africa and 
Asia the fast is very much a national and public ritual. Except for tourist hotels, 
restaurants are not allowed to open from dawn to dusk. Muslims expect their 
Christian colleagues and neighbors to avoid eating or displaying food in pub-
lic during the hours of fasting. Eating or drinking in the presence of fasting 
Muslims is considered offensive, as it increases their temptation for food and 
drink. 

In Matthew 6:1 6-1 8, Jesus says this about fasting: 

"When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrite s do, for they dis-
figure their faces to show men they are fasting. I tell you the truth, 
they have received their reward in full. But when y ou fast, put oil on 
your head and wash your face, so that it will not b e obvious to men 
that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your 
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will rewar d you. *  

Please continue to pray for the Lord's blessing on our broadcasting teams' dili-
gent efforts to lovingly present Christ's liberating teaching and redemptive 
work to hundreds of thousands of Muslim listeners. 

With much gratitude for your partnership in this strategic 
outreach, 
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We are called by God to be channels of His Love, messengers of His Word, and instruments of the 

Holy Spirit to bring the people of Africa into the fellowship of Christ and His Church. 
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the staff and others who prayed for me during 
this busiest time of year....This morning we will 
celebrate the Elders and Deacons who will begin 
their 3-year terms. The Elders are Steve Kolk  & 
Wolter Korf ; the new Deacons are Joel Bratt  
and Cindy Sin . Thanks to those retiring: Chris 
Sink, Gerald Van Belle, Marilyn Borger  & Mi-
chael Van Schepen.... On Wed evening Dave & 
Bev Huizenga  received word that their son, 
Mark Olson , is not being deployed to Afghani-
stan….BIG MAC OUTREACH – JANUARY 30, 
MAC will be having its second outreach on  Jan  
30. We will be doing a Polaroid camera scaven-
ger hunt. If you have a van and would like to 
drive for our event or if you have a Polaroid cam-
era and are willing to let us borrow it please con-
tact Sondra Scorgie ....Couples Club will meet 
next Sun at 7:30 pm in  the church. Lesson lead-
ers will be Michael & Lydia Van Schepen, 
Pedro & Rashell Monilas, Theo & Linda 
Vander Wel ,  Ro & Sheri Brown . Food will be 
provided by Ed & Denise Einfeld, Michael & 
Lydia Van Schepen  and Nathan & Marcia 
Bosman ....The People of Mill Creek Community 
church are praising God for the completion of 
their new church building. They would like us to 
celebrate with them! There will be an open  
house on Jan 19 from 10:00 to 4:00 pm and a 
grand opening service on Jan 27 at 10:00 
am.…This morning it is our privilege to introduce 
the newest members of 1st CRC, Matt & Sue 
Anne Wilks  and their children, Adam & Aaron . 
The Wilks  family comes to us from the Long 
Beach Christian  Reformed Church in  California. 
Welcome!....The Finance Team gave a year-end 
update to the Council and reported the Local 
Operating Budget ended the year with a surplus. 
Last year the giving for the LOB exceeded ex-
penses by more than $3,400; that along with the 
$4,780 surplus from 2000, gives the LOB a bal-
ance of over $8,200 to s tart this 
year.....Sometime during Mon night our church 
building was burglarized.  A VCR and a stereo 
system were stolen, a locked file cabinet was 
broken, a mess was left in the copy room, and 
preschool papers/receipts were left in disarray. 
There was no sign of forced entry. Please, for 
the safety of our building, members and staff, 
lock all doors and make sure they close behind 

(See Bulletins on page 15) 

Jay Anema Ye Olde 

DECEMBER 2001 Mark Olson  will be heading 
to Afghanistan before the 16th....PRAISE GOD! 
Kevin Tjoelker has accepted our offer to be 
Youth Pastor. He will begin work on Jan. 
22...THANKSGIVING DAY OFFERING: 
$14,532.25....New officers for Council for 2002: 
President: Harry Weidenaar ; Vice President: 
Bern Alberda ; Clerk: Frank Holly ; Records 
Clerk: John Vermeer ; Corresponding Clerk: 
George Klungel ....Two pieces remain to finish 
the multi-purpose room downstairs: the floor cov-
ering and moveable partitions. The Building 
Committee has enough money to put in floor 
covering. This will leave less than half the money 
needed for the partitions, the installation of which 
will be the major project for 2002.... TODAY WE 
WANT TO SAY THANK YOU TO Todd Cham-
berlain  for being kind enough to lead EPIC since 
August. In the new year Todd  is going back to 
school full time. 
 JANUARY 2002  TONIGHT Veggie Tales are 
coming to church.....CD recordings of our ser-
vices are available in  the church library the week 
following the service....Thanks are in  order to 
the many who made Christmas time special here 
at 1st CRC. Thanks to Bern Alberda  who  engi-
neered and built the fresh green swags, to Diane 
Haveman  and Phyllis Lont  who decorated 
them. Thanks to the ladder guys, Denny 
Roosendaal and Bern Alberda , and to Doug 
Heys  for hanging the big stuff. Also thanks to 
Jenne Hitchman , Scott Crozier , and others 
who came and decorated. Thanks to Jenne 
Hitchman, Denny Roosendaal, Doug Heys, 
Julie Vanden Bos and kids, and the Deelstra 
boys for un-decorating the church. Thanks also 
to the readers, actors, and soloists and the choir 
who worked very hard. God was praised and 
people heard the gospel. Thanks to Erica 
Bauman  for the extra work and reminding me of 
the details that this season takes. Also thanks to 
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were cancelled due to snow. 
 JANUARY 1997  Beth Keyzer  leaves the 
YWAM base in Salem, OR on Jan 11 for a two-
month mission trip to Hong Kong and 
China….Hetty Vander Giessen  will have back 
surgery on Mon, Jan 6 at Providence Hospital. 
Don will be at the home of his daughter, Nan 
Van Klaveren , during this time….Items from 
12/5/96 Congregational Meeting: Wayne 
Clousing  reported for the Building Expansion 
Committee. The congregation had approved 
plans 2/20/96; small changes are being made to 
these. The current timeline: Construction draw-
ings for bids are nearly complete. The condi-
tional use permit is being reviewed. Contractor 
discussions are ongoing. Construction should 
begin in May….Mrs. Lena Anema  has moved 
to the Nursing Care Unit at Ida Culver Broad-
way….We gratefully acknowledge the gift of 
1782 shares of InterWest Savings Bank stock 
by a member of our church. The proceeds of 
the 1550 share certificate will be going to the 
Building Expansion Fund. The proceeds from 
the 232-share certificate will be distributed 70% 
to the Local Operating Budget of the church, 
15% to Denominational Home Missions Ministry 
shares for 1997 and 15% to World Missions 
Ministry shares. The value of the stock was 
about $57,000….Cindy Heerspink’s  member-
ship has been received from the Everson 
church. 
 DECEMBER 1991 This morning Baptism will 
be administered to Sara Marie Vander Gies-
sen, daughter of Eric  & Dora ....Next Sunday 
Elder Dennis  Roosendaal will present the mes-
sage during the AM service. Rev.  Menno Jor-
ritsma will bring the message during the eve-
ning service....We have received the member-
ship of Jeff  Vanderstelt from the Olivet Evan-
gelical Free Church, MI....Our 50th Anniversary 
celebration was made especially meaningful by 
all the greetings, cards and efforts to make the 
open house so memorable. Harold  & Harriet 
Terpstra ....Thanksgiving offering to tal 
$13,244.85.... Congratulations to Jay & Eileen 
Faber , to whom a baby girl, Amanda  Louise, 
was born on Monday!...Monday was also an ex-
citing time for Bud Bakker , who broke his leg 
quite badly while playing volleyball. He returned 
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you....New Deacon Officers for 2002: President 
Julie Alberda , Vice-president Dave Gronlund  
and Secretary Thera Anema . The Elder Team 
assignments are as follows: Preaching/Teaching – 
Bern Alberda  and Dale Kaemingk ; Discipling – 
Clarence Deelstra  and Steve Kolk; Shepherding 
– Ron Borger, George Klungel  and Wolter Korf ; 
Administrative – Frank Holly and Youth – John  
Vermeer ....Our Youth Pastor,  Kevin Tjoelker , 
will begin  his work with us on Tue, the 
22nd....Congratulations to Steve & Celeste Dams  
on  the birth of a baby girl, Amanda Grace , on 
Jan 6….This evening our next and last Veggie 
Tale service is based on  the story of David and 
Bathsheba from 2 Samuel 11 & 12. The video to-
night is King George and the Ducky....The Elders 
are emphasizing visiting ministry. For this purpose 
they’ve created the new position of visiting Elder, 
who  will assist the Elders in making appointments 
for visiting and take part in  the visits himself. 
Please welcome this initiative on the part of the 
Elders by freeing your schedule for home visita-
tion. To lead this ministry Gerald Van Belle  has 
graciously agreed to continue to serve as an Elder 
for this year.
DECEMBER 1996  Gregg & Lisa Boer  are the 
proud parents of a baby boy, Jonah Randall , 
born on Nov 25....Roz Odgers , who had total hip 
replacement surgery, has returned home from the 
hospital and is doing well....The Sacrament of 
Baptism will be administered to Todd Stuart Al-
berda , infant son of Ron & Julie Alberda ....Sena 
Van Heyningen will have hip replacement surgery 
on Thurs day.. .. Thanks gi ving O ffering 
$10,600...Mrs. Hilda Spaargaren went home to 
the Lord on Dec 12. Lee den Dulk , a  former 
member, passed away on Dec 5...Gerald van 
Belle  reported for the Building Fund Raising Task 
Force at the Congregational Meeting. Of the 101 
pledges made, 27 were ahead of the pledge, 53 
were behind and 21 had not given yet this year. 
The $7700 per month being received is higher 
than the $6800 pledged. Concerns: 1) The current 
monthly income will not support a $1.2 million loan 
and 2) The timeline. We cannot apply for a loan 
until we know how much we need to borrow. Con-
clusion: Those who pledged but have not given 
are encouraged to give. Those who have given 
are encouraged to do more....The Dec 29 services 
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home from Northwest Hospital Wed....COUNCIL 
NOTES: �  The Gym Use Committee disbanded, 
the work to be done by Property Advisory Com-
mittee. �  Signing of the Congregational Master 
Planning contract with Home Missions was ap-
proved. �  The North Annex basement remodeling 
is nearly complete. The facility is to be available 
for not only youth activities, but other church ac-
tivities as well. �  A "Van Search Committee" was 
appointed with Phil Van  Voorst as Chairman. 
Others on the committee are Pete Van Dyke  & 
Rob Ekins . �  Membership statistics as of Dec. 1 
were reported as 168 baptized members, 301 
professing members for a total of 469 members 
with 113 families....Congratulations to Clarence  
& Lois Deelstra , to whom a boy, Andrew 
James , was born a week ago....We have re-
ceived the membership papers of Rev.  & Mrs. 
Menno Jorritsma from the Emmanuel CRC of 
Calgary, Alberta....and the membership of Rich-
ard Lodewyk from the Quincy, WA CRC 
 JANUARY 1992  Herm Weesies  would appreci-
ate your prayers as he begins radiation treat-
ments in the near future… We extend our Chris-
tian sympathy to the children and grandchildren 
of Dorothy Vander Hoek , who passed away 
Thursday.… .CRC Yearbook for 1992 will be 
available in March for $6 per copy.....The minis-
terial credentials of Rev. Menno Jorritsma have 
been received from the Emmanuel CRC of Cal-
gary, Alberta. This means that our consistory will 
have supervision over his life and doctrine and 
spiritual life....Council approved contributing $225 
for Lisa Jonkman’s  involvement in “Putting Love 
Into Action” PLIA, a Dordt College student minis-
try in Mississippi....This morning we have a spe-
cial reminder of the richness of God’s promises, 
as Baptism is administered to Andrew James 
Deelstra & Amanda Louise Faber ....We praise 
God that everything went well with Mary Wa-
sell’s  shoulder surgery on Tuesday....Herm 
Weesies  is once again at Northwest Hospital for 
treatment of cancer. Plans were to transfer him 
to the Hospice area of the hospital for specialized 
care....Mary Wasell  is at home....Thank you to 
all who responded to my recent quadruple by-
pass surgery(s).  Thank you too for your many 
cards, phone calls , visits and other acts of Chris-
tian concern that you have shown to both Hattie  

(Bulletins continued from page 15) and myself. You are a great family! Hilmer 
Jager  
 DECEMBER 1986 The Nieuwenhuis  family is 
letting the Young People use one of their extra  
rooms in their new house we call our “game 
room”. 
 JANUARY 1987   We have received the mem-
bership papers of Nanette Vander Giessen  
from the Christian Reformed Church of Wash-
ington, D.C.….Dr. Melvin Hugen will be a fea-
tured speakers at the Warm Beach Family Bible 
conference. He is an engaging speaker on pas-
toral, congregational and family fellowship and 
caring….A PRO LIFE MARCH will be held by 
pastors and lay leaders protesting the abortion 
policies of the Valley Medical Center on Jan. 17 
beginning at the 1st Presbyterian Church of 
Renton….We welcome Rev. Rits Tadema , to  
our worship services today….Thanksgiving Day 
offerings: $13,564.40. The Treasurer reports the 
following fund balances: Gen. Fund $7,079 Be-
nev. $1,203.14….A motion was passed to place 
the names of our missionaries on the new bulle-
tin cover. 
 DECEMBER 1981 The membership of Mr. 
Dave Huizenga has been received from the 2nd 
CRC of Lynden....The congregation is invited to 
witness the marriage of Sandi Van Dyke & 
Reece Voskuilen  on Saturday, December 
1 9 . . . . Tha nks g i ving  D a y O f f e rin gs :  
$18, 789. 62....Wilma Triezenberg  has ret urned  
hom e f o llow ing her rec ent s urgery and is rec uperat -
ing. 
 JANUARY 1982  Congratulations to Alice 
Gavey & Greg Sundy  who married in our 
church on Friday evening....Council officers for 
1982 are:  Sherwin Van Mersbergen , Vice-
Pres; Ted Triezenberg , Clerk; Steven Cok , Re-
cords Clerk; Darryl Roosendaal , General Fund 
Treas; and Dan Gibson , Special Funds Treas-
urer....A special congregational meeting will be 
held on Feb 9 in order to consider the Council's 
proposal to seek an additional full time staff per-
son.  The anticipated work would be in areas of 
outreach, gifts and ministries development, and 
college and career singles.....At the January 
session of Classis, Metanoia Ministries was rec-

(See Bulletins on page 17) 
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ommended to the churches for financial support.  
Our delegates to Synod will be Elders Bill Brou-
wer  (Lynden), Gary Vreeman  (Anchorage), Rev 
Robert Koornneef  (Bellingham), and our Pas-
tor....The congregation is cordially invited to an 
Open House for Herb & Win's 25th wedding an-
niversary on Feb 6 at the Reynolds  home. 
 DECEMBER 1976  CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING: On Tuesday evening we will be vot-
ing on the proposal to help Watson Groen Chris-
tian School complete their gym. The election of 
Elders and Deacons will be from the following 
list: For Elders: Bert Bajema, Steve Cok, Hil-
mer Jager, John Katte, George Klungel, Har-
old Terpstra, Doug Polonis, Herb Reynolds, 
Howard Marshall , Adrian Vander Linden & 
Herm Weesies . For Deacon: Wayne Clousing, 
Bill Groen, Merwyn Haveman & William Odg-
ers ....At the congregational meeting Steve Cok, 
George Klungel & Adrian Vander Linden  
were elected to 3 year terms as Elder; Herb 
Reynolds & Harold Terpstra  for 2 year terms 
and Bert Bajema was elected for a 1 year term 
as Elder. Bill Groen & Bill Odgers  were 
elected as Deacons.  
 JANUARY 1977  The membership papers of 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul De Groot have been trans-
ferred to the Victoria, BC CRC. We have re-
ceived the membership papers of Mr. & Mrs. 
Simon Bakker , and baptized children Marlene 
& Andrew , from the 1st CRC of Salt Lake City, 
Utah.   Installation of new Elders Bert Bajema, 
Steven Cok, George Klungel, Herbert Rey-
nolds, Harold Terpstra & Adrian Vander Lin-
den and Deacons William Groen & J Wm Odg-
ers will take place at this morning's service. Re-
tiring Elders are Bert De Groot, Theodore De 
Koekkoek, F Wm den Dulk, Raymond Immik, 
Leonard Reynolds, Dennis Roosendaal & 
John Vreugdenhil and Deacons  are William 
Rietkerk & Arnold Vogel… .At the last consis-
tory meeting the following officers were elected: 
Jake Einfeld,  VP.; George Klungel, Clerk; 
Stan Vander Pol , Treasurer and Steve Cok , 
Records Clerk….A committee has been formed 
for the purpose of calling prospective ministers 
and making inquiries, bringing these to the 
Council for consideration. The men on this com-
mittee are: Jake Einfeld, Stan Vander Pol, 

(Bulletins continued from page 16) Herb Reynolds, Pete Van Dyke and Dr. Wm 
den Dulk ….We welcome Seminarian Doug Al-
derink to our services today….Congratulations 
to Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Clousing  to  whom a son 
was born Friday, January 21….We welcome 
Rev John E Meeter  to our services this morning 
and Rev Stanley J Workman  of Olympia to our 
evening service….A trio has been selected by 
Council: Revs Kermit Rietema , Maranatha, 
Holland, Michigan; John Leugs,  E Saugatuck, 
Michigan and Calvin Bremer  of Arcadia, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. 

 DECEMBER 1971 The membership of Elaine 
De Koekkoek  has been sent to the 1st CRC of 
Modesto, CA....Karl Groen's  improvement is 
such that he hopes that his remaining time in 
the hospital will be very brief....Herman Oordt & 
Sherwin Van Mersbergen  were elected as Eld-
ers and Merwyn Haveman, Don Kok, & Adrian 
Vander Linden were elected as Dea-
cons....Karl Groen  came home Friday, Dec 
17....There will be a special congregational 
meeting to consider the purchase of the Phinney 
Ridge Lutheran Church organ at a cost not to 
exceed $6000 for the organ and up to $1000 for 
installation....The John Groen family thanks 
everyone for visits, prayers and cards in behalf 
of their son Karl  who has been hospitalized 7 
weeks but who has returned home....Profession 
of faith will be made in this morning's service by 
Debby Bauman, Joanne Hansen, Julie Katte, 
Ken Oordt, Nanette Vander Giessen & Mary 
Wesseling ....No congregational meeting will be 
held to consider the purchase of an organ due 
to the fact that the organ involved was sold to a 
third party for $7500....A farewell is expressed to 
the Don Vander Giessen family as they pre-
pare to move to Ohio shortly after the first of the 
New Year.
 JANUARY 1972   Former member Paul 
Beezhold , along with his wife Mary Ann  and 
infant daughter, was in a serious accident at 
Corvallis, Oregon....This morning we will witness 
the installation of Herman Oordt  & Sherwin 
Van Mersbergen  as Elders and Merwyn Have-
man, Don Kok  & Adrian Vander Linden  as 
Deacons....The church Council has elected the 
following officers:  VP., Leonard Reynolds ; 
Clerk, Vernon Van Heyningen ; Records Clerk, 
George Klungel ; Treas, Adrian Vander Lin-
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worship God in everything. 

There is a large section of the book to help us find our 
uniqueness and how to make a big deal out of God 
every day of our lives. That will give us that wonderful 
sweet spot! Perhaps this book would be great for a 
small group to study. Maybe it would help us get over a 
few inhibit ions and work on accountability. 

Aside from teaching us a lot about ourselves, the author 
does it in a delightful way. Almost every page has 
something the reader would like to quote. Some of the 
Bible references take on special meaning as well. 

 

  

 A F T E R 
THE FALL,  
by Ryan Phil-
lips, Destiny 
Image Pub-
lishers, Inc, 
Sh i p p e n s -
burg, PA, 
2005, 389 pp. 

I picked this 
book up off 
the shelves of 
the church 
library. It 
seemed rather 
new and few 
have read it. I 
was soon 
ready  to 
throw it aside 
because it starts with a tragedy and my first thought was 
“Sure the healing will take place, the rich girl and the 
poor boy will get together and . . .”  I wasn’t certain I 
wanted to follow the obvious story line. Perhaps I was 
thinking back to the Grace Livingston Hill days of my 
youth! 

Abigail Walker has a promising career in Chicago as a 
cellist. It  doesn’t have to end, but she is so self centered, 
conscious of her appearance, etc., that she needs a lot of 
something to get her back on track after a terrible acci-
dent. Her hometown boyfriend Jarvis Daniels is quite 
content with life in Detroit. Though the accident takes 
his legs, he has a lot going for him and God makes a 
difference in his life. 

The novel is a relaxing read and you can find out if 
Abby and Jay ever get back together again! 

(See Library on page 19) 

CURE FOR THE COMMON LIFE “Living in Your 
Sweet Spot” by Max Lucado, W. Publishing Group, Nash-
ville, TN, 2005, 220 pp. 

This book was offered to me by the head librarian. I felt it 
was just what I needed. I’m sure others of you “ love” to 
read novels, but after a t ime they seem to be a lot alike. I 
sometimes wonder if I’m being challenged at all. Besides 
that reasoning I was down in the dumps – another thing I 
probably share with some, if not many of you. I don’t really 
feel as though my life is common, but I liked the idea of 
living in my own sweet spot. 

What is that sweet spot according to the author? He says we 
all have one – the place where three circles converge. One 
circle is made up of our strengths (what we do), the second 
is our every day life (where we do it), and the third is mak-
ing a big deal out of God (why we do it). 

Max Lucado guides us in the way to find our uniqueness.  
Many of us may have begun with the look at our gifts semi-
nar. We may need further help by looking back at our life 

story or gett ing 
h int s f rom 
fr iends and 
fam ily .  W e 
make a big 
deal out of God 
through wor-
ship, taking 
risks, forget-
t ing about 
comparing our-
selves wit h 
others,  etc. 
Then there are 
some great sto-
ries about folks 
who took great 
delight in all 
their  wo rk . 
Some may 
seem a bit 
strange, but  
they certainly 
teach us how to 

Book Reviews 
Winerva Klungel 
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 MOTHER OF FAITH,  by  
Thom Lemmons, is Book 3 in the 
series Daughters of Faith, pub-
lished by Multnomah, Sisters, 
OR., 2001, 306 pp. 

Several months ago I told you 
about the second book in this se-
ries – t it led – Woman of Means, 
the story of Lydia as imagined by  
this author, Thom Lemmons. 
Here we have the story of 
Amanis, not mentioned by name 
in the scripture, but who perhaps 
could be the story of “the chosen 
lady and her children” mentioned 
in II John 1. 

Amanis is an Ethiopian slave in 
the household of Patroclus in An-
tioch. Amanis was sold by her 
father who was heartbroken when 
his wife died. Amanis can’t abide 
seeing babies thrown to the animals or elements because 
they are the wrong sex or have defects. Because she has 
saved a child of Patroclus, she is a wanted young girl. The 
story follows her flight, her gett ing involved with a de-
lightful touring entertainment group, her being befriended 
by a dwarf and a large German. She becomes involved 
with Christ ians and meets the Apostle John. It’s a delight-
ful story which I preferred to the 
story of Lydia. This seems to be 
pure fict ion while in other stories 
of Biblical characters, I find it 
difficult to decipher between fact 
and fict ion. It  should soon be in 
the church library. 

 

 SCENT, A Dark Secret Hid-
den in Petals of Pink, by Clint L 
Kelly, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, 
MI, 2006, 334 pp. 

This book was different! I didn’t 
want to finish it. However, One 
always is intrigued to know the 
ending; “What is really happen-
ing here?” One can’t really lay it 
down and not know the outcome. 
Part is laid in Papua New Guinea 
and that rings a bell with many of 
us because of the Kooyers work-
ing there. The same villages and 
rivers were mentioned. It wasn’t 

easy to get going with the complete 
story. I thought that might be my imagi-
nation until I talked to a couple others 
who had read the book. They felt the 
same way – difficult to get into! 

The mystery is quite complicated be-
tween finding this wonderful fragrance 
and a rivalry between two women who 
each want the corner on the selling of 
“parfums.” The beautiful orchid is found 
and the fragrance is extracted. Gett ing it 
manufactured and ready for the market 
is one difficult activity involving many. 
Some may be enemies in disguise. It  is 
easy to put all the blame for mishaps on 
the rival company or its leader. Nicky 
and Cassie Dixon have the “SCENT” 
and along with that several problems. 
They are obtaining their goals, ready to 
celebrate, and conscience comes in the 
form of Fr. Byron. They have neglected 
their daughter, the Lord, and more to 
prepare to sell this “breath of beauty” 

perfume. But many things backfire and many deaths or 
near deaths occur. Does this “breath of beauty” have any-
thing to do with it? Can a fragrance be so exotically won-
derful and also deadly? 

It shows how someone can go far afield, down and down, 
until desperation sets in. Sometimes the bottom is needed 

to find one’s way back up to God. I 
believe this is true in many areas of 
life. 

As to being excited about this book, 
I’m not! I was curious because C.L. 
Kelly is from Seatt le. I was so deep 
into figuring out the story that I never 
took t ime to see if it  was well written or 
if I was bothered by grammatical er-
rors. (Perhaps there were none!) Maybe 
all this means “ it  was such a good 
story, that one could only concentrate 
on the plot.” Ha! Then the joke is on 
me! SCENT is the first book of a 
planned series called SENSATIONS. It 
looks like we will follow Nick and Cas-
sandra Dixon on other adventures.� �
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(See Family Focus on page 21) 
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