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Change in the Church 
Gregg Boer 

When Norm Jonkman (pronounced YONK-mun) asked 
me to write this art icle, I really didn’t want to. I really 
wanted to say, “No, I just don’t have t ime.” That would 
be true. Right now I’m writ ing this art icle at 10:30 pm at 
night, which is about 30 minutes past my bedtime. But I 
felt it was something that should be done, so I agreed. A 
couple of weeks passed and Norm sent a polite email, ba-
sically stating: “Where’s that art icle?” – OK, now it’s 
t ime to write it . 

 So, here I am, representing Council (that’s the church 
board or church leadership team of the church) … writ ing 
an art icle about our perspective on the church. Now 
there’s a tough thing to do! Can I really write from our 
perspective? Probably not entirely, but I’ll do my best. 
 
 I think it  would be best to start at the beginning of this 
year. The Council had a leadership retreat.  At the retreat 
we took one entire wall and sectioned it off into four 
parts. Each part was labeled as follows: 

 
· Come and See – Representing those people who 
aren’t Christ ians, but are just curious 
· Come and Follow Me – Representing brand-new 
Christ ians 
· Come and Be with Me – Representing the growing 
Christ ian 
· Come and Remain in Me – Representing the mature 
Christ ian 

 
 Each section was to represent people at different steps in 
their spiritual journey. Sorry, “spiritual journey” is 

church-speak. What I really mean is we just made 
a simplifying assumption that there are four basic 
phases a person might go through that would take 
them from someone who was just curious about 
Christ ianity to someone who is a mature Chris-
t ian. Of course, it ’s never that simple, but it  was 
close enough for the following exercise. Read on. 
 
 After that, we took every program that our 
church currently has and wrote its name on 4”x6” 
card. We had quite a stack of cards. Then, we 
took each card and taped it to the wall in the sec-
t ion that best fit  what type of person that program 
focuses on. For example, some programs were 
focused the “Come and Be with Me” crowd, so 
they were placed in that section. Others were 
geared toward the “Come and Follow Me” crowd,  
so they were placed in that section. 

 
 Then we stood back and looked at the wall, the 
four sections, and where all the programs ended 
up. I would say that we came to two basic conclu-
sions: 

 
 Our church does a lot of great things. I, my-
self, was amazed at the kinds of things that 
were going on in our church. 

 
 Our church programs are heavily weighted to the 
Growing or Mature Christ ians. Not too many 
were geared directly toward “ just-curious” or 
brand new Christ ians. 

 
 Now I have a question for you (the person reading this 
art icle): Does this really surprise you? It really didn’t 
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surprise any of us. But, it  was still a bit jolt ing to see the 
sparseness on the sections of wall that were labeled for 
those who might be interested in Christ or just became a 
Christ ian. 
 
 With that information, we started making plans for what 
we could do to change our church, to make it more what 
we want it  to be … that is balanced across all four phases. 
We came up with some great ideas. Things like welcome 
teams, publicity teams, ideas for outreach like offering 
ESL (English as Second Language) courses, legal help 
for immigrants, summer camps. We talked about organ-
ized prayer teams for the lost (sorry- church-speak again, 
“the-lost” meaning non-Christ ians), a well-planned wel-
come for every new person who comes in the door. There 
was no shortage of ideas. I was very impressed with both 
the enthusiasm and the brain power. 
 
 Then, at the end of the planning retreat, we asked our-
selves … what is our biggest fear with all of this change. 
The answer will surprise you; at least it  surprised me. The 
strong consensus among the group was: That change 
won’t happen, that things will stay the same. 
 
 Wow … think about that for a moment. The biggest fear 
with bringing about change is not about the impact of 
change, but the lack of it .  I think that says something 
about this church. I think we want to see change … but 
still, we aren’t sure how to make the changes. 

 
 When the question was asked, “What would keep change 
from happening?” the number one answer given was: 
“Not enough t ime.” I looked around the room at about 30 
people who had given up their entire Saturday to help 
plan together how we could lead this church and I saw 
tired faces. I saw people who have family and jobs and 
kids with homework and school commitments and houses 
and bills. Sometimes it takes a lot of energy to get 
through the day. Throw in things like broken water pipes, 
a tough job, parents that need care, or kids that need a lot 
of help with homework, and it can suck every bit of en-
ergy you have left! 
 
 Which leads us to the next step our Council is looking 
into. We are considering hiring a staff person whose job 
would largely be to help us implement change in the 
church, to implement some of these great ideas that we 
have. This proposal is based on the realization that 
change takes a lot of energy (t ime) and that a volunteer-
based leadership group does not have a consistent amount 
of energy available to implement change. We came to the 

conclusion that for change to happen we need someone 
who has the t ime available to be the catalyst behind the 
change. Now this is not someone would do the work for 
us, but someone who help mobilize the troops, so to 
speak. To organize programs, recruit people in the 
church, and get self-sustaining programs going. Anyone 
who has started a program knows that this takes a lot of 
work! 

 
 Personally, I believe there is a large untapped potential 
in the church. We are a church that is in many ways, 
poised to do some really cool stuff for God. I’ve talked to 
several people new to our church. Consistently, over and 
over, I hear glowing comments about the quality of peo-
ple we have in our church. I’ve been here 18 years and I 
would have to agree. The people are wonderful, vibrant, 
caring, accepting, and hardworking. I think in general, 
we all want this to be a wonderful, vibrant, caring, ac-
cepting and hardworking church, as well. 

 
 Just looked at the clock. It ’s gett ing close to midnight 
and I’m gett ing really t ired. Remember how I didn’t have 
t ime to write this art icle? So there you have it. This is 
probably not your typical art icle from Council. It  proba-
bly had more questions than answers, and that’s where 
we are at. There are a lot of questions. We, the Council, 
would really appreciate it  if you would pray that God 
would lead us to the right answers. 

 

 Thank you, and good night �  

 

 Gregg Boer 
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What are We Doing Here 

Mac and Epic Ministr ies 
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(Curriculum continued from page 5) 

The Purpose Driven Wife 

Leslie Ruiter 
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Some Cute Children 

A little boy was overheard praying: "Lord, if you can't make 
me a better boy, don't worry about it. I'm having a real good 
t ime like I am." 
 
The preacher was wired for sound with a lapel mike, and as 
he preached, he moved briskly about the platform, jerking the 
mike cord as he went. Then he moved to one side, gett ing 
wound up in the cord and nearly tripping before jerking it 
again. After several circles and jerks, a little girl in the third 
pew leaned toward her mother and whispered," If he gets 
loose, will he hurt us?" 
 
A wife invited some people to dinner. At the table, she turned 
to their six-year old daughter and said, "Would you like to 
say the blessing?" "I wouldn't know what to say," the girl 
replied. "Just say what you hear Mommy say," the wife an-
swered. The daughter bowed her head and said, "Lord, why 
on earth did I invite all these people to dinner?" 

 
At Sunday School they were teaching how God created eve-
rything, including human beings. Litt le Johnny, a child in the 
kindergarten class, seemed especially intent when they told 
him how Eve was created out of one of Adam's ribs. Later in 
the week his mother noticed him lying about as though he 
were ill, and said. "Johnny what is the matter?" Litt le Johnny 
responded," I have a pain in my side. I think I'm going to 
have a wife..."  
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(Flame continued from page 10) 

We are called by God to be channels of His Love, messengers of His Word, and instruments of the 

Holy Spirit to bring the people of Africa into the fellowship of Christ and His Church. 

HELPING HANDS  

AND HOSPITALITY  

    
    There is a vacuum in one area of our 
church that we as deacons are concerned 
about. 
 There are t imes when a meal is 
needed for funerals, groups who perform at 
our church, classes or families, who due to 
illness, are in need of a meal.  There is no 
one to co-ordinate this effort.  In years past 
the Mothers Club of our Christ ian School 
did many of these projects.  When that no 
longer existed people called on the afternoon 
Ladies Bible Study.  Lately when a need has 
arisen, no one seems to know whom to call. 
    What is the solution?  We would like to 
present a system which has worked well in 
some churches where the women of the 
church are divided into several groups and 
they in turn are responsible when called on 
to serve a given need.  With at least four 
such groups working the need would proba-
bly not happen more than once a year. 
    Each group would have women of varying 
ages and skills.  The purpose of our groups 
is to organize and serve at non-profit  activi-
t ies. 

     Some time in the near future we will put 
these list in you box.  We would appreciate 
any suggestion you may have.  If you have a 
question please give us a call. 
 
 
Gert VanderArk 206-783-0070       
Ervie Klungel          206-363-2772   
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Jay Anema 

Judy  on Tue in Chicago....We welcome Carol 
Grant as a new member .... Praise God that Henry 
Bansberg appeared before the elders to profess his 
faith in the Lord Jesus. This morning he will make 
Public Profession of Faith....OFFERINGS RE-
CEIVED: 10/1 LOB $8539.18 (plus a shekel or a 
fraction thereof in Israeli coins) ....Pastor Sam and 
Karen  will be in Grand Rapids, Michigan to attend 
workshops at the Professional Assessment Center. 
This is sponsored by Home Missions....The morning 
message will be brought by Jeff Vanderstelt . Rev. 
Rits Tadema will bring the evening message....Ted 
Triezenberg has been transferred to Northwest 
Hospital and is doing better....Pastor Sam is on 
classical appointment to the Enumclaw Christian 
Reformed Church. Elder Gregg Boer  will bring our 
morning message and Elder John Tibbits  the eve-
ning message....Jack Spaargaren suffered a stroke 
on Oct 8. He is now at Lynnwood Manor Convales-
cent Center. Ted Triezenberg  remains at Northwest 
Hospital Rehab Center....The membership of Don 
and Joyce Kok  has been transferred to the Bethel 
CRC of Lynden. The membership of Tim Vander 
Pol has been transferred to the Olympia CRC. 
 NOVEMBER 1995 Marion Haveman  had a recent 
throat biopsy and it showed no throat cancer Don 
Martin  is undergoing treatment for prostate cancer. 
Ted Triezenberg  was discharged Fri Oct 29 and is 
at home recovering....Building Expansion Commit-
tee will be meeting on Tue to receive the estimate 
on the revised building plans. The committee will 
then meet with Council on Nov 16....Don Vander 
Giessen  returned home from the hospital on Nov 
11....Howard Street  will have tumors removed from 
his leg and back on Wed....The elders are happy to 
receive the membership of Evelyn Skooglun from 
the Christ Reformed Episcopal Church of Bothell. 
She has been worshiping with us for over a year 
and we now officially welcome her into our family. 
The membership of Douglas and Roslyn De Frees  
and their baptized children Nicholas  and Jillian  
have been transferred to the Crestview CRC of 
Boulder, CO....The sacrament of baptism will be ad-
ministered this morning to Andrew James Muilen-
burg Groen , son of Loretta  and to Michael Allen 
McGilvray , son of James  and Anna . 
 OCTOBER 1990 The rocking chair in the nursery 
has fallen apart again. The Nursery Committee is 
looking for a used sturdy rocking chair to replace the 

(See Bulletins on page 13) 

Ye Olde 

 OCTOBER 2000 The family of God rejoices 
with Ron and Julie Alberda as they present 
their son, Nathan Jay , for baptism.... Con-
gratulations to Sam and Trisha Vander Pol  
who were united in marriage yesterday in De 
Motte, IN....This morning Joe Dallas , fea-
tured speaker at the Metanoia Ministries 
conference and who has written Desire in 
Conflict, A Strong Delusion and Unforgiven 
(a novel) will present the word of God to 
us....We welcome Amy Nyhof  as a new 
member!...This morning Michael Rogers  will 
introduce himself and the Presbyterian 
Counseling Service. Michael  uses rooms in 
our building on Mondays for counseling, 
Harry Weidenaar  will be acknowledged for-
mally as a Stephen Ministry leader in a brief 
ceremony...Travis  Hudson  will be having 
the first of two hip surgeries...the Oct 29 bul-
letin cover celebrates 30 years of Coffee 
Break.... 
 NOVEMBER 2000 We welcome Elmer 
Yazzie, the art teacher from Rehoboth Chris-
tian School who will share his work at 
Rehoboth....We welcome Jim  and Ingrid 
Crozier  along with their sons Graham, John  
and Scott from Greenlake Presbyterian and 
Don  and  Jenne Hitchman  from English Hill 
P r e s b y t e r i a n  a s  n e w  m e m -
bers....Congratulations to Tim  and  Barb 
Danhof  on the birth of Natalie Marie , on Fri-
day, Nov 10....Denny Roosendaal  has been 
in Northwest Hospital for several days un-
dergoing tests. 
 OCTOBER 1995 The sacrament of baptism 
will be administered to Kari Lynn Holly , 
daughter of Frank and Pat....John De 
Koekkoek is having hand surgery Oct 3; 
Ted Triezenberg will have open heart sur-
gery on Monday. He will have a heart valve 
replacement and a two artery bypass sur-
gery; Harold Terpstra’s  son, Glen , is 
scheduled to receive a kidney from sister 
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existing one. If you can help, call Sandy 
Voskuilen ....This morning we welcome Rev Ted 
Versepute , head of the Christian Reformed 
Church’s “Committee on Disability concerns” to 
our pulpit. Rev Versepute  is also speaking to us 
on Tue evening at 7:30 pm....Alexander Lon-
gacre submitted to surgery on Tuesday. Plans 
are for Alexander  to remain in the hospital 
about seven days....After the evening service, 
Neal Kooyers will present a slide presentation 
of the work with Pacific Island Ministries....This 
afternoon at 3:30 pm we will bring the Word in 
message and song to the residents at Parkridge 
Care Center....Anne Haverhals submitted to 
surgery on Thursday to remove a kidney 
stone....At their request a statement of member-
ship for Neil and Berniece Kruit has been for-
warded to the Christ Lutheran Church of Belfair. 
We thank them for the contributions they have 
made to our congregation. 
 NOVEMBER 1990 All ladies of the congrega-
tion are invited to  a Baby Shower given in honor 
of Barb Danhof  and son Weston . The shower 
will be held on Nov 13....Bill De Rooy  had sur-
gery for removal of the prostate at Virginia Ma-
son Hospital....The Geertsma/Van Mersbergen 
Household Fellowship Group invites you to  cele-
brate Alexander Longacre’s 1st birthday after 
the AM service today in the basement Fellow-
ship Hall. May as many as possible join in this 
celebration of God’s miraculous healing....On 
the back cover of the Nov 4 bulletin: Words and 
music by Kevin Schonewill   - “Growing in 
Christ”....NOTES FROM COUNCIL: �  The fol-
lowing motion from the Worship Advisory Com-
mittee was adopted: “That only the Pastor, Vice-
President, Clerk and Chairman of the Deacons 
be required to meet in the Council Room prior to 
the morning service; for all other members of 
Council, their presence is optional so that they 
can interact with visitors and/or members of the 
congregation.” �  The following motion from the 
Executive Committee was adopted: “That, in 
place of the internship program we present to 
the congregation a motion to hire a full time sec-
ond staff person to work primarily in the area of 
youth and secondarily in the area of Evangelism, 
and that the budget include expenses for such a 
position.” �  The Pictorial Directory committee 

(Bulletins continued from page 12) has been appointed. It includes Rosalyn and 
Cindy Odgers and Thelma Vander Pol  
 OCTOBER 1985 The congregation is invited to 
the wedding and reception of Jim Reynolds 
and Evelyn Holmes on Friday, October 18, in 
our church....Our Annual Congregational Meet-
ing will be on Tuesday. Elder nominees are; 
John Einfeld, Peter Haverhals, Hilmer Jager, 
Larry Meyer, Clarence Snapper, Don Van, 
Peter Van Dyke and Richard Verver . Deacon 
nominees are: Jim Bauman, Don De Koek-
koek, Carl Einfeld, Walter Korf, Keith Rey-
nolds and Mona Roosendaal . 
 NOVEMBER 1985 This morning God is speak-
ing to us about His love and provision in Christ 
through the Sacrament of Baptism. We rejoice 
that this covenant sign and seal can be admin-
istered to Jason Robert Ekins , Christopher  
Ryan Faber and Alexander Michael 
Richie ....Tonight we have the privilege of see-
ing professions of faith by Sarah Groen, Chris-
tine Van Belle and Sarah Vanderwerff  
 OCTOBER 1980 It has been requested that 
any who have may have been watering the 
plants on the church platform to refrain from do-
ing so in the future.  They are in danger of 
drowning.  Watering should only be done by 
those parties responsible for their upkeep. 
 NOVEMBER 1980 We are thankful for having 
received the following professing memberships 
and formally welcome them to our congrega-
tion:  Ronald and Marilyn Borger and two chil-
dren, Ronda  and Kevin  from 1st Denver CRC.  
Jeff and Karen Nibbelink.  Jeff from Calvary 
CRC Pella, Iowa and Karen  from the Sumas 
CRC.  David Nieuwsma from Evergreen CRC, 
Olympia and Janice Van Till , Emmanuel CRC, 
Ripon, California....Dr John Reisenger  will 
speak for the Reformed Fellowship and Monday 
Night Bible Study Nov 10 at 8 PM.  He was born 
and raised as a Presbyterian, then converted to 
Catholicism and at 21 years of age, became a 
Reformed Baptist.  He is called the 
"Grandfather of the Reformed Movement" in the 
Baptist Church....Congratulations to Jeanette 
Torrence  who will be 85 years young on 
Wednesday!...The professing memberships of 
Herm and Jackie Oordt and the baptized 

(See Bulletins on page 14) 
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BOOK REVIEWS  
 

 

 
  By Winerva Klungel 
 
 A few weeks ago I asked Jan Vander Linden, our 
chief librarian, “Any new books?” I’m sure she gets a 
bit weary of my asking that question so frequently. 
She shook her head in the negative. So I thought, 
why do I have to write about new books? I went to 
the shelves and pulled out two books, then looked 
inside at the list of those who had read them and my 
name wasn’t there. (That may tell you that I don’t 
always remember so very well what I’ve read! I find 
that to be true especially about novels because my 
main reason for reading them is for relaxation – 
maybe even to escape. Have you ever analyzed why 
you read?) 
 
 The books I took from the shelves were: 
1. THE LAST STORY TELLER by Diane Noble, 
Waterbrook Press, Colorado Springs, 2004, 372 
pp. 
THE PROMISE REMAINS by Travis Thrasher, 
Tyndale House, Wheaton, IL, 2000, 223 pp. 
Interestingly, the first book has been taken out almost 
every week since put into the library. The second 
book, a quick read, by the way, has been checked out 
only 4 times in two years – as long as it has been in 
the library. 
Cabin settings are important in both books, as are the 
relationships between mothers and daughters. Both 
books deal with dilemmas in choosing the right per-
son to marry. 
The PROMISE made in the second book is very 
strong: How can one marry an unbeliever? That is a 
problem faced by Sara. Even though she hasn’t heard 
from Ethan for many years, she finds it difficult to go 

(See Book Reviews on page 15) 

membership of Gary Oordt have been received 
from the Oak Harbor CRC....The Church Prayer 
Chain will begin this week.  If anyone has a 
prayer request, contact the Pastor, Gladys 
Haveman, Win Reynolds, Margaret Van or 
Joy Vanderwerff ....We welcome Dr Robert 
Stremple , faculty member at Westminster West 
Seminary, in leading our worship....Nominations 
for Elder are: Bern Alberda, Bill Lapp, Dennis  
Roosendaal, Don Vander Giessen, Vern Van 
Heyningen and Sherwin Van Mersbergen .  
For Deacon:  Al Bierlink, Hilmer Jager, Darryl 
Roosendaal, John Smit, Paul Vander Zee and 
Nate Winters ....Congratulations to Doug and 
Rosalyn (Rasmussen) De Frees  who were 
united in Christian marriage yesterday afternoon 
in our church....Congratulations to Doug and 
Chris Vander Ark and to Paul and Deb De 
Koekkoek in the birth of baby boys on Thursday 
and Friday.  (Grandpa and Grandma are a little 
weakened by it all!) 
 OCTOBER 1975  Anne Beezhold is able to be 
in her apartment, her sister is presently staying 
with her....CONGRATULATIONS to Mr. and 
Mrs. Merwyn Haveman on the birth of a daugh-
ter Thursday morning....Nominations have been 
made for Elder and Deacon as follows: for 
Elder, Bert Bajema, Jake Einfeld, Hilmer 
Jager and Ken Venhuizen ; for Deacon, Harold 
Bauman, William Dykstra, Peter Van Dyke, 
Ben Vander Werff, John Vander Linden and 
Ken Lont . 
 NOVEMBER 1975 Profession of Faith will be 
made this evening, Nov 2, by Patricia 
Bol ....Baptism will be administered this morning, 
November 9, to Gregory Scott , son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Bajema , and to Rebecca Anne , 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Merwyn Have-
man....Mrs. Vern Van Heyningen underwent 
eye surgery on Thursday and was expected to 
return home yesterday....This morning Elaine 
Donnel and Cindy Marshall  will give brief re-
ports on what it was like to serve on SWIM in 
Anchorage and Olympia....Proposed Budget for 
1976: $106,214 at $16.75 per week per family. 
The Budget for 1975 was $89,999 and $15.75 
per family. 
 OCTOBER 1970   A membership transfer for 
Mrs. Gail (Einfeld) Douma  was sent to the 

(Bulletins continued from page 13) Book Reviews  

New In the Library 

Winerva Klungel 

Jan Vander Linden 



���

�

through with her marriage plans with 
Bruce. Her mother’s story helps her 
make a decision. 
THE LAST STORY TELLER is a bit 
more complicated because it has a story 
within the story – a story told by 
Taite’s Welsh grandmother. Taite feels  
she needs to let her boyfriend Sam pur-
sue his career, and marriage will have 
to wait. This book also deals with abor-
tion, stem cell research, Alzheimers, 
and other problems in society today. It 
has some interesting questions at the 
end, which would be useful if you de-
cide to use this book for a small group 
discussion of any kind. 
 
 I have noticed that many of us who use 
the library are busy waiting for the 
same books in the same series. Why not 
try finding a book that has been around 
for a while? Enjoy it, while others wait 
in line. Dear reader, don’t those series 
books get old sometimes? 
By the way, I 
have been 
given a few 
newer books 
since I asked. 
They will be 
reviewed in 
t he n e xt  
COMMUNI-
CATOR.  
 
 
NEW IN 
THE LI-
BRARY 
      By Jan 
Vander Lin-
den 
Not often will 
you find a 
Pulitzer Prize 
w i n n i n g 
novel filled 

(Book Reviews continued from page 14) with Scrip t ures 
quotes and refer-
ences to Calvin's  
Institutes.  But such 
is the case in the 
book Gilead by 
Marilynne Robin-
son.  A reviewer for 
the the New York 
Times had this to 
say about the book: 
"Gilead is a beauti-
f u l  w o r k - -
demanding, grave 
and lucid.....  Robin-
son's words have a 
spiritual force that's 
rare in contemporary 
fiction."  Rare in-
deed to espouse, so 
openly, God's grace 
with nary a hint of 
sarcasm or cyni-
cism.   
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t ions like, how is your devotional time? Or what has your 
time in the Word and prayer looked like this week? Or, if 
you’re a small group coach or manager meeting regularly  
with your small group leaders, you may want to ask, In 
what ways have you scheduled rest into your monthly ac-
tivities? 
   Start small 
and with the 
ordinary. My 
c o w o r k e r  
goes home 
for a ten-
minute nap at 
lunch some-
times.  Or  
what about 
really stop-
ping the car 
when you see 
the glorious 
field of roses 
(or  other 
lovely flow-
ers)  an d 
breathing in 
their f ra-
grance? How 
about walk-
ing outside 
after sunset to 
gaze at stars 
or the sliver 
of a crescent moon? Or try ten minutes at your nearest 
playground to swing on a swing, or giggle down a slide, or  
spin on the merry-go-round. Even ten minutes of rest will  
refuel, refresh, and refill  us to reenter the busy life that de-
mands our return. 

 (Reprinted with author's permission from "Rest As-
sured; All Work and No Play Makes Me Less Like Je-
sus," Connections, Fall 2005, by Diana Klungel, Chris-
t ian Reformed Home Missions, Grand Rapids, MI,  
www.crhm.org. Used by permission.) 

 For some of you who may not know why I would take this 
so personally, Diana is our youngest daughter and has of-
ten expressed similar thoughts to us about our busy lives. 
So I went out to buy the book and read it and now will give 
a few reactions of mine. The book will be in the church 
library. 
 
 MAKING ROOM FOR LIFE – Trading Chaotic Life-
styles for Connected Relationships, by Randy Frazee, 
Zondervan, Grand Rapids, 2003, 191 p. 

(See More on page 17) 

   Several of you receive CONNECTIONS , a news-
letter published by CRC Home Missions. It  is espe-
cially geared toward Coffee Break and other small 
groups. In the “Small Talk” section of their Fall, 2005 
issue there is an item called “Rest Assured – All 
Work and No Play Makes Me Less Like Jesus”. I  
thought the writer put the whole art icle in just for me. 
In fact I was so impressed, I went out to buy the book 
she refers to in her missive. I am including her reac-
t ions to life and to the book by Randy Frazee. 
 
 RES T ASSURED 
All Work and No Play Makes Me Less Like Jesus 
   I just returned from two vacations, and I’m ex-
hausted. That seems fundamentally wrong. One could 
argue the need for planning better vacations. You 
might assume (correctly) that these vacations con-
tained extenuating circumstances. But overall, can 
you identify? Does life feel busy, rushed, and gener-
ally void of rest? 
   Juxtaposing rest and work: what tension this creates 
in my life and ministry. I can’t prescribe a formula,  
because in God’s unique way, what works for me 
may not work best for you. Randy Frazee, in Making 
Room For Life, Trading Chaotic L ifestyles for Con-
nected Relationships, (Zondervan) advocates a He-
brew Day Calendar. That option works for him, but 
may not be optimal for everyone. I am certain of this: 
Jesus modeled both work and rest. If we truly de-
sire to walk as Jesus walked and are serious about 
becoming like Him, our lives need to reflect His ex-
ample. Consider God’s intentionality as our great 
Creator. Genesis 2 specifically outlines God’s pur-
poseful rest. 
   What do I mean by rest? Dictionary.com lists ten 
definit ions of which these are a few: 

1. Cessation of work, exertion, or activity. 
2. Peace, ease, or refreshment result ing from 

sleep or the cessation of an activity. 
3. Sleep or quiet relaxation. 
4. Relief or freedom from disquiet or distur-

bance. 
5. Mental or emotional tranquility. 
6. Termination of absence of motion.  

 Pick any on this list and determine if such activity 
finds itself in your life. As fall programs resume and 
the “regular” life rhythms return, a discussion on rest 
may not seem timely. But for the sake of argument, 
let ’s say it  is. In line with asking accountability ques-

A Book Review and More 

Winerva Klungel 
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along nicely on that.  While living there she and the 
other teachers took turns climbing into the fire 
watchtowers to listen through the night for the 
sounds of Japanese Zeros that might be making 
bombing runs in the area.  They never heard any but 
the story has been told that there were Zeros making 
bombing runs along the coast but because their skills 
and hits in the dark of night were never publicized, 
they soon got discouraged and quit doing it.  
 
Anne worked as a teacher in Index for two years until 
she took on the role of "Rosie the Riveter" working 
in the shipyards as a "Sheet Metal Mechanic." HA, 

(Family Focus continued from page 18) 

   I’d like to try get all my work done by 6 P.M., deepen 
relationships, - especially with my neighbors and others 
who don’t profess Christ, and spend hours a week on 
my hobbies. The list Frazee presents is longer, but some 
of those happen in our lives, but . . . we are retired.(And 
our friends may laugh!) For example, eating dinner to-
gether is not a problem for us. Sharing it  with others is 
not a problem either. However, I have a question for the 
author: If our work is to be done by six so we can have a 
leisurely 2 hour dinner with family and friends, who 
cleans up? Maybe that isn’t work because we have so 
much fun doing it  all together! Now you must read the 
book to find out how this works when you have a few 
children – one in high school, two in grade school and 
perhaps one still at home! Yikes. Many of us would 
have to change our priorit ies – or make better ones, as 
he suggests. 
   This is a must read for you busy folk with families. 
I’m not saying you should swallow it lock stock and 
barrel, but you may find a few helpful hints. It  is an easy 
read. It would be a great book for small groups (Need 
something for your Household Fellowships?) because 
each chapter has questions and ideas for discussion. 
Granted, it  is very good for families, but singles can 
profit  too – evidently it  had an impression on Diana! 

(More continued from page 16) HA!!  In her humble way she says it was mostly pa-
perwork and telling others what to do as a sort of su-
pervisor, as she didn't know how to do this kind of 
metal work very skillfully.  She did this until the end 
of the war.   
 
After that exciting time she "got the wanderlust" and 
headed for Muskegon, MI, and a job at Hartford 
Street Christian School teaching 3A and 4B (Mid 
Year Passing) children.  Having just returned home 
from the war, Herm Weesies was introduced to Anne 
by his favorite cousin, Geraldine.  Anne returned to 
Seattle in 1947 and Herm followed despite Gerald-
ine's warning to Anne not to take Herm away with 
her.  Reverend Groen married Herm and Anne in Du-
vall where her parents lived, later in 1947 and they 
settled down to raise a family.  Mary (Wasell) who 
still attends First CRC, was born in 1948, Laura was 
born in 1949, Katheryn in 1950, Louise (Ekins) also 
a member, in 1952, and Bob in 1954. 
   
For about 10 years during the 1950's Anne worked as 
a substitute teacher.  She then began working for the 
American Legion as a Service Representative during 
the 1970's, which she did for about 10 years, retiring 
before she reached age 65. 
   
She and Herm loved to travel.  They made two trips 
to Israel, one which included Italy, and another trip to 
Europe where they lingered and lived in Snake Hol-
land for a month and met one of her Dad's half sis-
ters.  Conversation was diff icult since neither Herm 
nor Anne spoke much Dutch.  Travel also included 
trips to Canada and others around the US including 
Florida, Tennessee, and Washington DC.   
 
Anne and Herm started attending the Harvard and 
Hamlin Church.  She has always been active in the 
church, teaching Sunday school and Calvinettes 
(GEMS). She led the singing for Sunday school and 
has attended Bible Studies with Herb Reynolds and 
Grow Groups with the Van Belles and Terpstras as 
well as the Ladies Aid.  She loved working with Rev-
erend Moes and Elaine every year as they made up 
the Christmas boxes for the sailors.  The highlight of 
their summers was Family Camp at Warm Beach 
where they always camped with the other families.   
 
Anne had many side stories to go along with this lit-
tle bit of information about her rich and varied life. 
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Anne Vanderwerff Weesies 
 
Her husband gave her gifts of flowers and clothing 
for birthdays and Christmas, but she preferred that he 
give her power tools.  Anne Weesies loves to do 
woodworking!  This love for working with wood 
probably comes behind gardening as things Anne 
loves to do for a hobby.  Seven or eight months ago 
she started planting her tomato seeds and the fruit of 
her labors resides, ripening to a rich red, on my 
kitchen counter today.  She also loves to sew and 
made most of her clothing, as she can't find things in 
shops that fit her. 
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Anne Vanderwerff was born in Cramersburg, BC, a 
few years ago.  This little Postal station no longer 
exists but she lived there until she was three years 
old.  At that time drought and overburdened fields 
ceased producing wheat so her father moved the fam-
ily to Sultan, Washington where he worked in the 
mill. 
During the depression the mill closed down so in 
May of the year Anne was in seventh grade they 
moved to the Carnation/Tolt/Fall City area to a dairy 
farm.  There is a technique to milking a cow and 
Anne learned how to do that as well as how to gar-
den.  She finished school at Tolt Union High School 
and then attended Western Washington College of 
Education where she received her three-year teaching 
certificate.  In the fall of 1941 she began teaching 
4th, 5th and 6th graders in the tiny town of Index.  
Her salary there was $100 per month and she got 

(See Family Focus on page 17) 

A NOTE TO OUR READERS: 

Recently Ev DeRooy gave me a stack of Communi-
cators from the early 90’s through the present.  Most 
of these issues contain letters from missionaries who 
this church supports.   

Some of you on a regular basis receive letters from 
missionaries, and I would like to include these in the 
Communicator if they would be of benefit to the con-
gregation as a whole.  To submit them, simply place a 
copy in my box (#79) and they will be printed in the 
next issue. 

 

Also, if any members use digital cameras to photo-
graph church events, please send copies of the pic-
tures to the editor for inclusion on the cover page or 
elsewhere.  You may do this either through my email 
address or by transferring the photos to disk or CD 
and placing them in my box. 

 

Thank you in advance. 

 

Family Focus 
Carol Grant 


