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Did you know that the Communicator can be
view ed and read on the church’s web site

—IN FULL COLOR!




To be and make disciples of Jesus Christ in authent

The House

ic community for the good of the world.

What do you see?

In order to make the mission
of Seattle possiblewe are
depending on people like
you to break down the financial
barriers. We need to raise
$25,000/ year for the next three
years. All donations will re-
ceive atax deduction and go
directly to the work of our new
church.

Octaber 2006

The Pow er of Prayer!

* Pray for the people gather-
ing with us each Sunday
ewening as we form our first
faith community.

* Pray fora hedge of protec-
tion aroundus and those
God is calling to join the
faith communities starting
The House.

* Pray that we hawe eyes to
see, ears to hear and feet to
walk the path that Godhas
for us each day.

* Pray that God will open up
the resources to raise
$25,000 dollars in this new
season of ministry.

* Pray that God will

fill each of our days f ?

with significant
connections with

LN

butions out to:
1st CRC of Seattle and mail to:

1st CRC of Seattle
Attn: The Turnbulls
14555 25th Ave. NE
Shoreline, WA 98155

If youwould like to supportus
financially please make contri-

The Turnbull’s
9233 49th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98115

206-459-2034

brian-
turnbull72@msn.com




The Lord of the Dance

Tim Misser
| am the Lord of the Dance Said He....

Christian Reformed Church Order--Article
71 revised in 2003/2005:

The council shall diligently encourage the
members of the congregation to establish and
maintain good Christian schools in which the
biblical, Reformed vision of Christ's lord-
ship over all creation is cleary taught. The
council shall also urge parents to hawve their
children educated in harmony with this vi-
sion according to the demands of the cove-

nant. (Bolded denotes changes)
(www.calvinseminary.edu/pubs/kerux/krx40-

7.pdf)
This year's annual Christian

music we mowe to is rooted in the Bible and
the steps we will use are in responsive obedi-
ence to the steps Christ has shown us. | ap-
preciate the opportunity to participate in this
activity with so many of you and to celebrate
the number of new families that are joining
us. | am grateful that we challenge each
other to value our movements by exploring
their effects on the heart, the soul, and the
mind of each participant. As we evaluate the
effectiveness of our relationship, | give thanks
that we are not satisfied by the mere statisti-
cal analysis of contrived testing to measure
“success” and are willing to wrestle with how
our partnership can lead students toward ex-
pressions of justice, mercy, and humility be-
fore the God we sene.

After almost 50 years of dancing together on
this property, the movements

Schools International Lead-
ership Conference was
hosted by Rehoboth Chris-
tian School in New Mexico,
a unigue setting in a beauti-
ful part of the world. Equally
amazing, Rehoboth models
an interactive relationship
where the church and
school intentionally work to-
gether so that students can
dewelop discernment and a
passion to become a re-
deeming and transforming
influence for the glory of
God.

When | returned to Shore-
line, it struck me that we
have these two great part-

can still be awkward at times.
It could be a part of our heri-
tage that makes dancing a
challenge or it could be our
lack of practice. | know it not
an issue of grace. We may
step on each other's toes in
discussing use of property,
facilities, and stewardship.
We may stumble as we try to
determine if our relationship
Is maintained by need or by
tradition. We may even get a
bit tired of seemingly dancing
the same steps in a waltz that
has difficulty mowving toward
our goals. Each time we do
stumble trip or fall, it awakens
us from our assumed fluidity
and refocuses our energies

ners staring at each other

from across the parking lot. Atticle 71 of our
Church Order invites these two partners to
dance so that parents and their children can
celebrate “...Christ’s lordship of all crea-
tion....” A reforming usion tells us that the

on the following shared -
sion:

To celebrate that all of creation belongs to
God



Christian Education

Glenn Hoogerhyde

| am a Christian of reformed faith and proud of
the upbringing and values | leamed from my par-

ents and family. | teach music education at Shore-

meaning of hard work and unselfishness and to
honor the Sabbath day and parents (or other eld-
ers). My culture has taught me the sanctity of hu-
man life and that a job worth doing is worth doing

well. To be sure, many of my cultural biases, be-
liefs, and traditions find their source in the “faith of

our fathers,” and are therefore connected and

line Christian School and have done so for the pastjinked to my faith.

fourteen years. | cling to the faith of my father and
mother for it is also mine. My prayer is that one
day my son and daughter will make the same claim.
It is with this background that | recognized and fol-
lowed my calling to be a Christian school educator.
My philosophy of education, what guides every-
thing | do, is grounded in three dynamic and inter-
secting areas: my faith, my culture, and my com-
munity. All three have a great influence in shaping

The third area of influence in my life, and what
also helps ground me in my philosophy of education,
is my community. My community for the most part
refers to my school community with the students,
my teaching colleagues, our staff support, and the
parents. It also, however, includes my cirde of
friends, my church family, my dassmates and pro-
fessors from my graduate work, as well as the
neighbors in my residential community. Most of the

who | am. And because they shape who | am, theymembers of my community are like minded and of
also shape my teaching and the education that takessimilar faith and morals. Some are even of similar

place within my classroom. | believe that these

cultural backgrounds; one colleague even graduated

three areas influence all education, so they are notfrom the same high school I didin New Jersey. Be-

unique to me or what takes place at Shoreline
Chrstian School. All learning finds its deepest

cause most of these people share similaiities of faith
and culture, there is a connection between the two

meaning in these areas in such a way that, when thespheres of influence.

teacher and leamer have these in common, there

are no limits to what can be learned and achieved.
It is from these three areas that all my core educa-

tional beliefs are given voice and meaning.

My faith refers generally to my world view.
This is how I look at the world, my relationship to it,
and what gives life meaning. My particular world
view is a reformed Christian world and life view. |
believe in the infallible word of God, the Holy Bible.
It provides me direction for, as well as support and
understanding of, my faith. | am God's creation,
his workmanship, created to glorfy Him through

There is, however, also distinction within my
community. |rely on my graduate community and
my teaching colleagues to help me grow as a
teacher. |rely on my residential community to es-
tablish a level of trust that will safeguard both our
homes and families. We also work together to
maintain the creation God has entrusted us within
our cul-de-sac. |rely on my school community to
help me grow in educational understandng and in
relaionships with parents and students. Addition-
ally I rely on this community to help in unwrapping
gifts and seeking dscernment together in music

good works. He has created me to be in relationshipedyucation.

with him, the world in which | live, his creation, and

the people that | come into contact with. | am aser-
vant to my Lord, to the earth and to others. When
my relationship is as God intended me to be, | not

only give but receive as well.

Closely tied to my faith, distinct and yet con-
nected, is my culture. | am the fifth childin a fam-
ily of eight children. My father is second generation
of Dutch decent, while my motheris first generation
of Irish and Geman ancestry. My family traditions
have taught me to value the family unit, to look to

the needs of others before my own, to always serve

others and to seek to improve every situation | am
in. My culture has raised me to understand the

With these foundational stones in place, the indi-
vidual theses of my philosophy emerge and are lay-
ered on. They all can be traced back to the three

intersecting areas.
Human beings, born sinful into a broken world,

are called to redeem and restore the broken-
ness.

Education empowers humans to particpate in
the restoration of a broken wonrd.

All teaching is grounded in the faith and truth of
the teacher and school.

(SeeGlennon pageb5)



(Glenncontinued from page 4) ence. It helped me to leam how to make connec-
In Christian education, faith and truth start with  tions between pieces and the importance of those
the person and work of Jesus Christ. connections to my story, as well as between pieces of
Every subject is important. What s of more im- MUSIC. | played pieces until | mastered_them, work-
portance are the connections we make from INg independenty as well as cooperatively. For a
one subject to another and the connections PErformance group, there is a real depth of leam-
the student makes to themselves, God's story!"9: constantlylook|_ng at the same piece in different
and their story ways and through different eyes. In every perform-
o : o ) ~ance each individual was important to the success of
Leaming is a part of living, and experience is the group but it was “the band” as a whole that was
how we learn best. recognized. These all now come into play as | teach
People were created to be in community, there-in my dassroom and have students under my guid-
fore students learn bestin community. ance. My French horn is still a part of my dass-

The ideal teacher is one who functions as a@°™M- The irony, so to speak, is that now it is my
coach. They do not stand in front of you, but students who play that horn and walk where | once

walk alongside you, helping you unwrap did.

your gifts and ahbilites. _ Ad.
room. | let my students know right away that it is

Looking back on my own educational expern- :
ence theregare definite c)(;nnecﬁ ons between mF))/ phi-MY faith that calls me to my work and that my hope

losophy and my past education. My Christian edu- is that it vyill resonate with them; ar?d. they will find
cation has shaped my worldview and given me the & connection to it and grow as musicians and as ser-
framework for my philosophy. Each of my three Vants of God.

intersecting and foundational areas are colored and | try and create a student-centered classroom.
shaped by my faith and that early education. My What that means is that | shape the curriculum with
graduate education is the only education | received the goal of giving students voice and control in their
at a secular institution. This has a direct bearing on education. | am the teacher and function as a coach.
five of my philosophic beliefs conceming education. This is not easy in a performance group. Students
The Masters of Education Program at the Univer- learn quickly what it means to be a part of a group
sity of Washington, Bothell, has challenged me toand how easily individual actions will affect others.
ask questions and continually look for ways to chal- Findng ways for individuals to have woice takes
lenge and empower my students to pursue their own some creativity and effort.

education. My students, and espedially the volleyball play-

| use my three foundational areas in my dass-

| played a musical instrument for the majority of

my education,
starting lessons
on the French
horn in fifth

grade and con-
tinuing through

the end of my
undergradu ate
work, a total of
twelve  years.
Playing in a
band definitely
made me un-
derstand com-
munity  and
learning
through experi-

ers | coach, often hear from me the phrase
“everything affects everything” and “it’'s not about
you, it's about team.” My educational philosophy
reflects both of these statements. There are connec-
tions between who we are, where we are going, and
what we do in the classroom. Education is about
connections because life is about connections. My
greatest contribution to my students is in my ability
to guide them in making connections with music to
theirlives and then to connect their lives to others.

On my computer sits two phrases “Coram Deo”
(before the face of God) and “Soli Deo Glona” (to
God alone be the glory). These are my woild view,
the foundation for the connections | make with all of
life. All four of these phrases provide a simple sum-

mary of my educational philosophy.



Small Grou p Evange lism without pursuing anything other than just that: friend-

ship. People need to feel like they belong, before we
2006 SMALL GROUP EVANGELISM CONFER- can encourage them to look at their lives and seek
ENCE Jesus as their personal savior. It was poignant to

far Randy’s personal struggle with insomnia, which

This is a summary of Anne’s speech given in chur : ; i
E)n September 10.3/She went ch)) fast gt]hat we misggds_truggled with for 40 nights. He finally sought
dical help and his doctor gave him three options:

some of what she said. Here it is. Now you, de . ) )
q 4. Wi K| | change his schedule to allow downtime, take medi-
reader, can savor every word. Winerva Klungel) cine for the rest of his life, or work himself to death.

As a co-leader and now co-director of our churchige eventually decided that the first option was proba-
Coffee Break program, | have been privileged to pasy the best. So he committed to not working past 6
ticipate in the national leadership conference evepm, and he began taking simple walks around his
other year since 2000. | want to personally thamMgighborhood, which became times for him to recon-
those of you who have attended or participated ject with his own family, and time to make connec-
fundraisers that Coffee Break has put on (Garaggns with his neighbors. And God honored that time
Sales, Taco Feeds, Peppermint Sales, etc.) over fjecreating great relationships between families, and

years. | would also like to thank the church for bud@pjritual growth and commitment for some of their
eting training expenses on conference years. We uﬁHl‘ghbors.

ally make enough money to support sending staff t ] . .
these events, but it is nice to know church funding LBARVEY CAREY: Foun-dlng Pas_tor of Cadel of
aith Covenant Church in Detroit, Harvey spoke

there if we need it. Your generosity is appreciated. 5t growing in community. This man is a bundle
This year’s conference held special importance to e energy and infectious joy!!! Here are a few of his
since | served on the Leadership Team that plan']ﬁgights:

and implemented the event. Wow! That was a won-
derfully exciting, relationship building growth experi- )
ence for me and | am grateful to have served the Lord ning f,rom what God has ca!led us tq do.
in such a capacity. |was also blessed to have Diana There’s no manual.that gogs with the calling of
Klungel as my prayer partner for the confer- God, other than being obedient to that call.
ence...lucky me!!! Diana’s heart for prayer and her Our pumpose is to lift up Christ, which will create
leadership role at Home Missions was inspiring not  unity. We need to recreate the Acts church — he
only to me, but to everyone on the committee. I've  believes that was the church at its best — and
made friendships that will continue far beyond the  Small Groups is the key.

planning sessions and actual conference time, whichy, giplical times, passion and fearlessness were all
was July 21-23, 2006. And in the midst of it all, God they had — we need to find that again!

answered a number of prayers, both personal and fz[ K he “Ord iy o i
the conference as a whole. We saw first-hand th-00K at the “Order of insanity” in our lives...Stop
having meetings!!! He likened that to huddling,

power of following God's lead and asking Him to )
but not playing the game. GOD PAID TOO

take care of the detalls. _ | HIGH A PRICE FOR US NOT TO PLAY THE
The following notes summarize the topics that con- GAME

ference speakers focused on as part of the theme of " , , ,

CONNECT, GROW and GO, based on Ephesians gbon't just read hlstqry (the -Blble),_ make .hlstory.
(These comments are based solely on information | Harvey Carey is making history in  De-
gained from listening to the speakers...| have para- troit...men from his church have shut down

- - - . drugs and prostitution in the heart of the ‘hood
foh:j?feiflym;lf;;;trlr;egfrtr;laetizillasgri ?m not intending by inviting people off the streets into their tents

RANDY FRAZEE: Author of _The Connecting | 1:or Urban (_:a’lmplng. :
Church and_Making Room For Life Randy focused DO church —it's a verbnot a noun. DON'T BE
on connecting in community, within your neighbor-

hoods and workplaces, and establishing friendships

Be willing to step out in faith. Many of us are run-




A BINDER COLLECTOR! Take information storm. How? Stop complaining about the weather!
that you learn and put i to use. And head out for the deep — it's dangerous to keep

Central to community is the truth of God’s word YOUr ship docked during a storm. So, tap into the
it's hard to see community when people don¥ind and take risks! When Dr. Sweet shared the

know their place. Our theme for the conferencg@St Guard motto with the audience, you could
came from Ephesians 4, which talks about pre€nse _that people were making the connection. That
paring God's people for works of servicand motto is: “We have to go out, we don’t have to come

not to be served in the church. When we fe&pck.” God calls us to make the effort...seek His
others, we in turn will be fed. face, and He will prOVIde for us.

God builds ministry on weaknesses, so peopIBAY VANDER LAAN: A speaker at the last three

know results come from Him and not on theonferences and, being the teacher that he is, Ray al-

strength of man. We've got to be intentional/@ys gives us a great history lesson from the Bible.

about moving across the room and out of otife has spoken often about the “finger of God” and
how God is our shade in times of trouble. He re-
comfort zones.

o ) minded us that we need to
Community is not a choice, be “shade” in our homes

it's a must — commu- communities and in our
nity trumps a sermon churches and small groups.

every time!

BILL FAY: He describes
himself as a sinner saved by
grace, because he lived life
involved with gambling,
prostitution and organized
crime before he was saved by
Jesus. He spoke about the
sin of silence, which con-
victed many people at the
conference. Author  of

Jesus went out without
God’s protection. He

asked God to take his cup
away, but he was obedient.
Paul taught the Ephesians
that we are saved by grace
alone — so be imitators of
Christ — go, proclaim, ac-

claim and live it! Don't

forget the cup that Jesus

drank for us!!!

So where do we go from
here? Perhaps we should
focus on obedience to
God's call without fearing

“Share Jesus Without Fear,”
Bill encourages us to be in-
tentional about planting
seeds of faith, and then rely-

ing on the Holy Spirit to wa-
ing y Spinttow failure. God will bless the

ter the seeds we plant. efforts we make on behalf

LEONARD SWEET: Dr. Sweet is Professor off his church, if we can honestly say that we have

Evangelism at Drew Theological Seminary. He fos'ought his face regarding what we should do.

cused on the “go” part of CONNECT, GROW AND
GO, speaking about how Christianity is now enteringjm reminded of a quote | read recently:

the “perfect storm,” noting that he was speakingPeople will come for your program, but they wiill
about a cultural storm, not a life storm.  Technolo®tay because they belong.”

has rewired us in the digital electronic culture W§ ot's continue these efforts. in love...welcoming
now live in. To get through the storm, we have to ggkhers as Christ himself would welcome them, and

back to the basics: see how God answers our prayers!
Head into the wind, take risks, get rid of the bag-
gage, cling to the mast (the cross of Jesus)
and embark on the ride of your life!
NOW is the time to go out and weather the perfedbubmitted by Anne Wachtveit|



PACIFIC ISLAND MINISTRIES

PO Box 1765 Private Mail Bag 2988-264A Street
Grass Valley, CA Wewak PO,ESP Langley,BC V4W3B4
USA 95945 Papua New Guinea Canada

August 2006 Newsletter
PIM is committed to the "word-and-deed" ministry for good reasons. Years ago | struggled
with the verse, "Give to him who asks of you and do not refuse him who would borrow from
you" (Matt 5:42). Working with the destitute, if one literally followed this charge, he wouldn't
last long on the mission field. Everyone would be onyour doorstep. Howewer, the verse be-
came an overriding principle. Properly interpreted, the Lord was telling me the mission was to
respond to need. He blessed this decision and opened doors to the preaching and teaching of

the Word.

Examples of the holistic approach show Elfriede Ur-
schitz in the photo to the right checking the pulse of a
man brought to Ambunti from Nagri where Friedemann
Urschitz conducted a course on station management.
The man attended the course where he committed his
life to Christ. At 3 am he became very ill and shouted
out. We were told that he had a very high fever, was

rigid, with his jaws clenched. Later he died.

The second photo shows PIM crews in the first
stage of building the two story classroom in
the large vllage of Avitip. The PNG gowern-
ment asked Doug to erect the public school
several miles down river from Ambunti where

the metal trusses and posts were fabricated.

Please accept our many thanks from a grateful
staff and the PIM boards.
In His grace,

v

Orneal Kooyers




Northwest Hispanic Mi nistry churches and individuals who support this very im-

portant ministry with prayer and finances. You
Northwest Hispanic Ministry Report for Augus have been faithful. This ministry is dependant on
2006 by Joe Strong God and the prayers of the saints. Please continue
to use your prayer card (there is a new one) and
pray for this work every day. Since the departdre o
Alfonso, several members have stepped forward to

- : il the void of leadership in our Vida Nueva
-I\rﬂueglsydgctxggS:ttgg']idwlgsp;ggstoofpféggr?:%r\?:r'ECh'urch. Praise God | believe in multiple leader-
signatures to Congressman Rick Larsen's offiShip, so | am training several people to be able to
We still need recommendations from people wt give a message. En Cristo Jesus,
knew Alfonso personally to testify to his change
behavior. The Congressman's office said th
would try to do what they could with the immigra:

tion issue.

Alfonso is currently in the Federal Detention Cer
ter in Seattle. He has plea bargained to 30 mon  Jose Strong
jail time because of his illegal entries. His saate
ing will take place on Nov. 2. Alfonso s leading
Bible studies every day. He has led several peo
to Christ. Praise God! Alfonso writes that the Lor
is working in his life and that he finds comfort ir
the fact that God knows where he will be 5, 10 al
15 years from now. Do not forget to pray for Car

line, Alfonso's wife, and their family.

"Pastor, | don't understand what this book says.
had given Ramon the book of Ephesians to outli
while | was on vacation. When | got back thel
were 2 more men in his cell who spoke Spanish.
They were all trying to understand what the Apos-
tle Paul was saying. | had an excellent opportunity
to explain the gospel of Jesus Christ to 3 vely in-
terested men. Last Monday, | ask them if they
knew what total surrender was. | explained that
God desires that we totally surrender to him and
trust Him with our lives. This week, the 3 men are
memorizing 1 Corinthians 13.

Two more people with whom | worked with in the
Lynden area have been picked up and assigned to
deportation. It appears that an angry nephew called
immigration on his uncle and aunt. | had been
working with this older couple for 2 years and now
poof they are gone. Pray that the seeds of the gos-
pel that were planted will produce fruit in theels

of Ignacio and Rita.

| would like to give a special thanks to all the

What a great response for those who were willir
to sign the petition in support of trying to help A
fonso Palacios get a green card and a pard



The Peace Corp

Hello friends and family!

| am writing you today to inform you
all of my assignment with the Peace
Corps. As many of you know, | have been

S
Jordan Longacre

#

$ %

living on the
island of St.
Lucia for al-
most three
weeks for
pre-service
training. We
have spent
the last few
weeks immers-
ing ourselves
in the Carib-
bean culture
and gaining a
better under-
standing  of
the Peace
Cormps as an
organization.
Until today,
all 70 of us
volunteers
have had no

idea which island we would be spending
two years on nor what our assignment

would be.

Last week we went through yet another
interview process so that the Peace
Corps staff could determine where and
what each of us would be best suited
for. During that interview the Peace
Corps staff asked some very in depth
gquestions about my motivation, my dream
assignment and where | saw my self
serving best. It was a very intense in-
terview and definitely made me start

getting nervous about the whole thing.

It has been several days since that in-
terview, and today it was revealed who
is going where and what we would be do-
ing. They broke us into groups of about
10-20, and assigned us as groups to
different islands. So without further
ado, | have been assigned to the island

of Grenada, specifically the village of
Soubise. My assignment involves working
with the agency for National Recon-
struction and Development. As you may
or may not know, Soubise was hit hard-
est by hurricane Ivan, causing massive
devastation and the destruction of the
entire village. My job will be to help

with reconstruction and development ef-
fort within the village.

After finding out my assignment, | was
pulled aside by the Peace Corps offi-
cial who oversees the island of Gre-
nada. She informed me that she had
worked very hard to get me that assign-
ment and that she, as well as others,
felt that | was the ideal candidate for

the position (as was confirmed by other

PC trainers). She also informed me that

| am the first ever Peace Corps Volun-
teer (PCV) to enter that area and work
with this newly developed agency. The
agency head had requested the Peace

Corpsto send
a PCV that
has great en-
thusiasm, a
self-starter
and motivat-
ing attitude
and the abil-
ity to organ-
ize and plan
construction
efforts. With
that request,
the Peace
Corps felt
that | would
be the best
fit, espe-
cially for
such a new
position. As &

you can imagine | felt very honored and
very excited to be part of such a great
project.

That said; let me expand on my assign-
ment. My role will be vital in organiz-

ing reconstruction and development
teams. | will have to lay a foundation

for future volunteers to build upon.
The village is still under massive de-



struction, and many homes and busi-

ness have been destroyed. | will be
helping not only with the organiza-
tion efforts, but also with the re-
building and establishing of homes
and small businesses. The bulk of my
role will of course be determined af-
ter l arrive on island (in one week),

so as | receive that information |
will keep you all updated.

| hope this e-mail finds you all
well, and | want to thank you all for
your prayers and support. Again be
sure to check out my website where |
have posted many pictures and several
of my journal entries! | hope to
write you all again as soon as | ar-
rive on island and learn more about
my assignment!

Sincerely,

Jordan Longacre

Jordan would love to receive land
mail, here is hid address:

Jordan Longacre

US Peace Corps

PO.Box 766

St. Georges, Grenada

West Indies
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Freedom Life African mation on our website and redoing our video/DVD
Ministries Emmanuel presentations. Thanks to Gregg Boer who helped

3 . FLAME with this!

. A big topic at every meeting is talk about money —
i what has come in, what has gone out, what we need

- to have to make ends meet, etc. About this time
A FRIGA )
'_!-;llhra

Eissad

-

]
Flaming News

Greetings in the name of Jesus.

The summer is almost over; it has been a very
busy one for everyone involved with FLAME. Our
meetings had gotten so long, we now hold two ¢
month! Our missionaries, Martha and Herb Rey-
nolds, have been extremely busy composing manu
script after manuscript pertaining to policies, or-
ganizations, and job descriptions related to the
operation of FLAME in Guinea Bissau and Africa.
It must have been mind-boggling! Then, artide by
article, item by item, the board reviewed them —
revised them — and finally approved them. Oh, we

are not finished yet!

At our meetings we have discussed schoo
“uniforms.” All school attendees in Canchungo

and other places in Guinea Bissau have their own _. . . :
article of dress to identify the institution they at- sionaries. Actually God worked out some things in

tend. We have ordered t-shirts for our teachers & most wonderful way. .E.;Oth Herb's father a_nd
and students with our school name. One of Keith SteP-mother had been ailing for years. Each time

; e - - the Reynolds returned to Africa, they have won-
Reynolds’ family is in the t-shirt business and gave - ) :
us a terrific deal. The shirts are on the way to be dered about "What if something happens to Dad

placed in the container or Alice?” God took both of them home this sum-

, ) _ _ _mer. That is very sad for Herb and Martha, for
We've discussed ways to obtain easier communi-thejr families, and for several of us who had the
cation between Guinea Bissau and America — notsenjor Reynolds as very good friends. But we see
only to look for improvement in the technical as- pqy this is also glorious! We thank God for his

pects but in better understanding between the cul- control and pray that he will give peace and com-
tures. It seems difficult for us to receive the infor- ¢+ 5 the whole Reynolds clan!

mation we need from our leaders in Guinea Bis- .
Thi t deal of frustrat For those of us who have not had an African ex-
sau. This causes a great dea of frustration. perience, we are happy to have Tom Crompton on

This summer we worked on our publicity by up- our board. Tom spent many years with The Navi-
dating our brochure, getting more complete infor- (SeeFlame on page 13)

(PR .,

each year we discuss the budget — expenses seem
much easier to determine than income. As with
any charitable organization, we would love to have
more people sign up with promises for monthly
contributions. Don’'t read this wrongly, we are
most grateful for all of your gifts. We are espe-
cially grateful for the support from this church.
We pray that God will touch your hearts with will-
ingness to give abundantly because, as the classes
begin, we have many expenses we didn’t have dur-
ing the building process. We are happy to report

that mechanics classes did start this summer!
This has been a traumatic summer for our mis-
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gators in Ghana, Africa. This summer he retumed
with his entire family. While there they took part
in the Annua Youth Camp and he did lots of
sharing. One of the desires he has for FLAME is

THE FLAME BOARD
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that our missionaries and those who work with
them will be disciples to those around them. He
felt that those he had had one on one contact with
all the years ago were the strong leaders in Ghana
today.

Being on the board is an exhilarating experience.
If you feel God is calling you to join us, contact
any of the board members. It does take a lot of
commitment — even times when we may want to
throw in the towel — but then God blesses us with
new insights and we praise Him! You can read
more about the board on our web site:

http//www.flameministry.org
Another yeary activity we find ourselves busy

with is filling the container. It's that ime again.
Everything seems to be on schedule. We are grate-
ful for a trailer of gifts from the folks in Montana.
Herb's brother-indaw, Henry De Rooy, was in-
strumental in getting those contributions. This
year we are renting rather than buying the con-
tainer. It will be sent as you read this. The two we
already own are set up for use on the school prop-
erty. Herb and Martha plan to leave for Guinea

Bissau on October 18.

In Guinea Bissau I'm sure that one of the first
things — after checking with Tiago — will be to buy
more sewing machines and begin the sewing dass.
Our own Martha will be the master sewing
teacher. The classes will soon be filled because she
has greatinsight into how this class will enable the
people of Guinea Bissau to set up their own busi-
nesses. We pray that many may come to use this
opportunity.

A couple of important items were not completed
while the missionaries were in the states. The secu-
rity wall will need to be a priority. One of the
problems has been acquiing cement for the
project. Digging the well deep enough has also
been anissue. We will try to get a pump to sendin
the container, a pump which would bring up both
water and sand so the well could be at the desired
depth. Perhaps such a pump would be useful for
others in Canchungo!

(SeeFlame on page 14)

A container set up near the school and used for
storage.

We are called by God to be channels of His Lovessarggers of His Word, and instruments of the

Holy Spirit to bring the people of Africa into tifiedlowship of Christ and His Church.
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(There is always npegd f())r prayer! Perhaps you Dlsablllty Concerns
have already noted some needs, but there are algo
thanksgivings.
- We are thankful for our faithful prayer warri-
ors.
We thank God for those who give of time and Everybody Belongs, Everybody Serves
money!
Prayer is needed for good communication be-
tween those here and those in Guinea Bissau.
Herb and Ma_rtha say they are getting ol_der (DC) annual conference this past August. It
and they desire_ferventprayer for new mis- was held at the Prince Conference Center in

sionaries to take their places. Grand Rapids, MI. | attended as the DC Re-
We pray for travel plans and safe travel for Herb | qiona| Consultant for Classis Pacific North-

John Tibbits

Disability Concerns Conference -

Harriet and | had the opportunity to attend our
denominational agency Disability Concerns

and Martha. west. Thirty five people attended the confer-

May the container be filled with all the essen- | ence from both the United States and Canada. |
tials needed and may it arrive on time. should note one dog, “Maggie,” attended also.
Maggie is a service dog for Regional Consult-

Winerva Klungel, Secretary ant Gail Selfridge from Denver, Co. The pur-

pose of the conference is to provide training
and inspiration for the Regional Consultants
who serve the churches of their region with

information and encouragement.

The conference began on Friday, August 4,
with devotions by the new director of DC, Rev.
Mark Stephenson. Mark and his wife have an
adult daughter with significant disabilities who

lives out of the home. Mark reflected with the
group on two passages: 1 Peter 4:8-11 which
he summarized as “Everybody belongs, every-
body serves,” and Jeremiah 29:11-13 which
promises a hope and future for all of God's
people (including people with disabilities and

their families.) We found his remarks encour-
aging as it relates to our son Philip. When peo-
ple wak by Philip at church and give him a
high five, that is a statement to Philip that he

belongs to the family of God.

We heard three presentations on Friday. The
firstwas a presentation on bi-polar disorder by
Dr. Ted and Penny Mauger. Ted s a psychia-
trist, and Penny is a psychiatric nurse practi-
tioner. Ted has bipolar disorder himself, and
the two of them described in some detail what
it is like to live with it. We were touched by
their openness in talking about their personal
struggles. Ted provided a very detailed hand-
-4

&+ +07 $ (SeeConcernson page 15)
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out on bipolar disorder and its treatment (See
us if you want a copy). Ted noted two exam-
ples from the Bible of individuals with “Bipolar
signs. King David — dancing (Il Samuel 6:14)
vs. depressed (Psalms 38-43.) Elijah “ moun-
taintop to death wish” (I Kings 18-19) Ted
noted that God's treatment of Eljah was by
staying in relationship with Elijah in spite of
Elijah's mood swings, and giving Elijah new
assignments that were structured and specific.

The second presentation was by Dr. Luke
Tsai. Luke is a child psychiatrist. He and his
family are members of the Christian Reformed
Church in Ann Arbor, Mi. He spoke on autism
and the importance of inclusion in the church
family of people with disabilities. Although la-
bels help to define specific disabilities, Mark
noted that these labels tend to create walls be-
tween people, and establish people in a hierar-
chy when in truth all people are equal and with
“unique giftedness given by God’. We know

The third presentation given was by Rev. Jerry
Dykstra, the newly appointed Executive Direc-
tor of the CRC. He gave a very dynamic pres-
entation of the vision and mission of the Chris-

tian Reformed Church laying out specific ob-

jectives. He impressed Harriet and | as a very
humble servant of the Lord. We were reminded
that we need to pray for and support the lead-
ers of the CRC in Grand Rapids, and for pro-
gram directors as Mark and Beth Swagman of

the Office of Abuse Prevention.

On Saturday, August 5, we met until noon
when the conference ended. During this time
we met in small groups discussing the effec-
tiveness of Disability Concerns. Those present
affirmed that the Christian Reformed Church
has come a long ways in the past 25 years in
terms of awareness and increasing accessibil-
ity for people with disabilities. We affirmed to
keep the mission of DC before people: Every-

body belongs, everybody serves.

Harriet and | enjoyed the personal fellow-
ship at the conference, talking with peo-
ple with disabilities and/or having a son

or daughter with a disability, and seeing
how God has strengthen their lives in
their struggles. We came away from the
conference with a deep appreciation for
the work of the CRC on the denomina-
tional level as well as thankfulness for the

work our own church has done in sup-
porting the needs of people with disabili-

ties.

from our experience with Philip it is under-
standable for people to notice his disability
firstand may miss seeing him as a person. We,
as Philip’s parents, needed this reminder also
to note his “unique giftedness” and not focus

only on his disability.



OCTOBER 2001 You are invited to an Open
House in honor of Bill and Roz Odgers’ 55"
wedding anniversary... The TOP OF THE HILL
CLUB will be viewing the new IMAX film Shack-
leton’s Antarctic Adventure on Oct 20....Carol
Grant underwent knee surgery on Oct 3 and is
recuperating well....Congratulations to Peter and
Caryn Cornelisse on the birth of a son, Aiden
Peter, on Sunday, Oct 7....Peter Boersema , 6-
month old son of Jeff and Jana, is scheduled to

undergo corrective eye surgery on Oct 19.

NOVEMBER 2001 Do you miss the COMMUNI-
CATOR, the church's newsletter? If you are in-
terested in getting this publication up and running
again, talk with Pastor Harry ....Phillip Tibbits
has moved. His new address is 14010 Courtland
Place N....Congratulations to Herb Reynolds
and Martha Shepherd who became engaged on
Oct 16™.

OCTOBER 1996 We welcome Dr. Carl Zylstra ,
President of Dordt College, as he leads us in our
worship this evening...Rev. Menno Jorritsma
will lead our morning worship time and Rev.
John Moes the eveningservice....Ron and Julie
Alberda are the proud parents of Todd Stuart ,
born Thursday at Northwest Hospital.

NOVEMBER 1996 PRAISE: Carolyn Van
Mersbergen’'s lymphoma is in remission at this
time. Her chemo treatments have been com-
pleted...Nell Thompson returned home from a
week in Virginia Mason Hospital as a result of
infection in her kidneys and blood stream....You
are invited to hear a brief presentation of the
work being started by Al, Lynn, Eric and Alicia
Likkel in the Wallingford neighborhood at the
weekly Bible Study held in the home of John and
Harriet Tibbits on Sat. morning (today’s Em-
maus Road Church in Belltown)....Offerings re-
ceived 11/10 AM: LOB $4,042.35; Benewolence
$110; Building Fund $13,958.70 and Back to

God Hour $10.

OCTOBER 1991 Atour congregational meeting
Wed. night, the congregation voted to go ahead
with the Congregational Master Plan through
Home Missions. This will involve our congrega-
tion in several months of planning, along with
Rev. Henry De Rooy , Regional Home Mission-
ary, and Rev. Harvey Brink , Pastor of the Belle-
wue CRC...This morning (Oct 13) the sacrament
of Baptism will be administered to Andrea Rose
De Koekkoek , infant daughter of Steve and
Carol....The Fancisco family has sincerely ap-
preciated all the cards and letters during our
time of sorrow with the sudden passing of Brad-
ley. It means a lot to have a community of
friends who care...The Worship Advisory Com-
mittee thanks the congregation for responding
so generously to the needs of the video taping
ministry. A VCR and over $1,000 have been do-
nated which will be sufficient to cover the costs
of the other equipment, camera, etc.. A cabinet
will be built to store the equipment. Itis our belief
that this ministry will benefit the congregation for
many years...COUNCIL NOTES: Colorful new
bulletins will be used beginning Jan. 2. Don
Kok is appointed interim bulletin editor. Treas-
urer reported the positive General Fund balance
has been going down since May. Balance at the
end of Sep. about $300. The furnace will need
replacing this year. Price quotes are being ob-
tained on painting the exterior of the church. The
organ will need $2,000 in repairs with $500 to
come from the 1991 budget. Herb Reynolds
appointed Internal Resource person for the re-
cently approved Congregational Master Planning
Process. An assistant IRP is still to be ap-
pointed....ANNIVERSARY BANQUET! If you
have not already been contacted and would like
to attend the special 30th Anniversary Banquet
for Neal and Martha Kooyers of Pacific Island
Ministries, please call Rose Katte or Denny
Roosendaal . They have shared Christin Papua,
New Guinea for 30 years. Date: Nov. 1, 1991, 7
PM, at Best Western Landmark Inn, Lynnwood,
WA....Congratulations to Tim and Sue Visser ,t0
whom a baby girl, Anne Marie , was born early

Thursday at Northwest Hos pital.
NOVEMBER 1991 Brandy Feikema will be

(SeeBulletins on page 17)
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leaving for Somalia Nov. 10 for 6 months with
World Concern. Brandy's address is Brandy
Feikema c/o World concern/ PO Box 61333/ Nai-
robi, Kenya/ East Africa...We have received the
membership papers of Stephen and Gertrude
Kolk and the baptismal membership of their chil-
dren Jason Matthew and Robert Benjamin , from
the First CRC of Minneapolis, MN.

OCTOBER 1986 The congregation is invited to
an Open House in honor of Bill and Roz Odgers

40th Wedding Anniversary on Oct 11....At his re-
guest the membership papers of John M De

Koekkoek have been sentto the EastLeonard St
CRC of Grand Rapids, Mich. John writes that he
has accepted a position there as minister of evan-
gelism and Charlene has a teaching position at
Creston Christian School....Be sure to stay after
the evening service today to hear Joe and Nellie
Strong report on the work they have been in-
volved in Central America and also to see a slide
presentation by Joe on his work there....Dr Philip

E Hughes, visiting lecturer at Westminster Semi-
nary in Philadelphia will bring us the word of God
this evening. Dr Hughes will be the featured
speaker at 3 evening sessions on Oct 26, 27 and
28. You are invited to hear one of the foremost

evangelical scholars of our day!

NOVEMBER 1986 This moming we have the op-
portunity to witness and participate in the Sacra-
ment of Baptism as that is administered to Kath-
leen Marie Oordt , daughter of Ken and Joan
Oordt ....We are happy to welcome into our mem-
bership Larry and Judy Reynolds along with
their two children; Michael Wayne and Chad
Leonard . They come to us from Covenant CRC of
Sioux Center, lowa...John and Harriet Tibbits

along with their sons Frederick James and Phil-
lip Matthew coming from the Lynnwood
CRC....Offerings for October $3827.16, year to
date $38,274.62. General Fund deficit
$6260....Timothy Groen , son of Karl and Kathy
Groen, is continuing to recover from a serious ill-
ness. He is expected to convalesce for another
week or so...We have received the memberships
of Clarence and Lois Deelstra and Kimberly

from 1st CRC Visalia, California.... Offerings for
Nov $5060.25, total for the year $43,334.87. The
General Fund deficit has been eliminated. With all
the attention on the General Fund lately, a few of

the Designated Causes have ended up with se-
rious shortfalls. Most notable are the 2 school
funds, between the 2 of them we are about
$10,000 short of our pledged amount...We are
happy to receive the membership of Dora Haak

from the Bethel CRC of Sioux Center, lowa.

OCTOBER 1981 We welcome Dr J | Packer in
bringing God's Word to us in worship this eve-
ning. He is Systematic Theology Professor at
Regent College and has been leading a semi-
nar on "The Holy Spirit Today' with us this
weekend. He will also be lecturing this after-
noon at 3 PM on "Walking in The Spirit"....The
professing membership of Gerald and Jacque-
line Vanderwerff and their two children, Jes-
sica and Andrew , have been received from the

Oaklawn CRC of Oaklawn, lllinois.

NOVEMBER 1981 Claire Jonkman has been
informed that the results of recent tests for mul-
tiple sclerosis are positive. We are thankful that
she is now feeling well and that this particular
type of MS is notso rapidly debilitating. Let us
remember Claire, Norm and family in our
prayers and support....iInka McDowell passed
from this life last Sunday in the Netherlands fol-
lowing her long term battle with cancer. The
McDowells have been partially supported by us
in their Inter-Varsity work....Our annual congre-
gational meeting will be on November 24.
Nominations for Elder are: Steven Cok,
George Klungel, Herm Oordt, Herb Rey-
nolds, Bill Rietkerk and Harold Terpstra .
Nominations for Deacon are: Harold Bauman,
Jim De Koekkoek, Al Elenbaas, Dan Gibson,
Ken Lont and Paul Vander Zee ....Our thanks
to Merv and Diane Haveman and all others
who helped with the Church Family Album
which was distributed recently. Have you used
it to associate certain positive qualities, gifts and
contributions with each member you know or
are getting to know? And to thank God for
them!..At the congregational meeting held
Tuesday the Elders elected were: Steven Cok,
Herm Oordt and Herb Reynolds . Deacons
elected were: Harold Bauman, Dan Gbson
and Paul Vander Zee .

OCTOBER 1976 The Council, after a tele-

phone interview, has invited the Rev Allan
(SeeBulletins on page 18)
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Jongsma of the Rogers Heights CRC, Wyoming,
Michigan, to come to Seattle. The congregation
is invited to meet at the church at 7:30 pm
Wednesday Oct 6. Please come with wiitten
questions for Rev Jongsma ....The Council voted
to place a duo of Rev Vernon Hoekstra of Bald-
win St CRC Jenison, Ml and Rev Allan Jong-
sma of Rogers Heights CRC, Wyoming, Ml be-
fore the congregation. To help the congregation
make a wise decision, the Council has asked for
and received pemission from Rev Hoekstra to
play the tape that was made when Council held a
telephone conference with him. This tape will be
played after the evening service...The member-
ship papers of Laura Weesies have been trans-
ferred to the Terrace, BC CRC.

NOVEMBER 1976 The Council presents Revs
Bernard Den Ouden, Allan Jongsma and Her-
man Hoekstra as a trio. We will have a congre-
gational meeting Tuesday November 16 at 7:30
pm....Membership papers have been received for
Mrs. Clara McCafferey from the 1st Salt Lake
CRC....Holy Baptism will be administered this
morning (Nov 21) to Michael John Groen , son
of Mr. and Mrs. Wiliam Groen ....At last week's
congregational meeting it was decided to place a
call to the Rev Bernard Den Ouden of the
Graafschaap CRC of Holland, Michigan.

OCTOBER 1971 Profession of faith will be
made in the evening service by Rebecca Donnel

and Terry Kok ...We welcome Dr William Rut-

gers to our pulpit this morning (Oct 17.) He is
the brother of Mrs. Jeanette Torrence and is in
our area to represent the Evangelical Literature
League (TELL.)...We have received the trans-
fers of Mrs. Jean Dykstra as a member in full
communion from the Monroe Church and for Wil-
liam Potts as a baptized member from the Boze-
man, Montana Church...We congratulate our
brothers and sisters of the Bellewue congregation

on the 5th Anniversary of their congregation.

NOVEMBER 1971 Professions of faith will be
made this evening (Nov 7) by Charlene Anema,
Randy De Vries and Bonita Good ....Karl Groen
is doing well at the Lakewood Hospital in South
Tacoma....Karl Groen is now at Northgate Hos-
pital where he is making satisfactory recov-
ery....Two Elders and 3 Deacons are to be

elected from the following nominees: for Elder:
Bert Bajema, Bert De Groot, Herman Oordt
and Sherwin Van Mersbergen ; for Deacon:
Merwyn Haveman, Don Kok, Roy Stanley,
Adrian Vander Linden, Neal Vanderwerff  and
Peter Van Dyke . The Council also expects to
present a proposal regarding the purchase of
another organ.

OCTOBER 1966 At a meeting in Bellewue this
past Thursday some 17 families decided to re-
guest our Classis for pemission to organize as
a Chrstian Reformed Church shortly after the
beginning of next year. We praise the Lord for
this venture of faith....Monday at 8 PM there will
be a meeting in our church basement for those
who feel the need of relevant expression of our
Christian faith in public affairs. Just a general
and frank and free consultation which may lead
to common understanding and united action.
You are invited. Think of the coming elec-
tion!..Mr. and Mrs. Jay Anema rejoice in the
birth of a son, David Andre , born October
10th....We are happy to report that Mr. and Mrs.
J W Odgers have requested to be received into
the fellowship of our congregation. At the last
consistory meeting they made profession of
their faith in Christ.. We thank God for these
blessings of his marvelous grace in
Christ....Classis Pacific Northwest, which met
this past week, has granted pemission to our
people in Bellewe to organize as a Christian
Reformed Church in that area. ...Thursday eve-
ning in our church Drs A Bandstra and Ber-
nard TenBroek from Calvin Seminary and Col-
lege respectively will give a joint presentation on
the topic "Science and Religion" in an inspira-
tional meeting sponsored by the Christian
Teachers' Association of the Pacific North-
west...\We bid farewell to our families who are
joining the new Bellewue Christian Reformed
Church. The first services of this congregation
will be held next Sunday, (Nov 6) moming and
evening, at the Bellevue Christian School.

NOVEMBER 1966 The consistory presents the
following nominations for office bearers. For eld-
ers: Dr B De Groot, Mr. Ted De Koekkoek, Mr.

John Hamstra and Mr. T Triezenberg . For
deacons: Mr. S Cok, Mr. H Lamsma, Mr. J

Katte, Dr D Polonis, Mr. R Thompson and Mr.
H Weesies...This moming (Nov 20) we have
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This is the gripping autobiography by the prin-
cipal figure in South Africa’s struggle to remove
the shackles of Apartheid.

5. The Afrikanersy Hermann Giliomee

Read the enlightening perspective of an Afri-
kaner, written by one of their own premier histori-

ans.
Wendell Verduin

FOUND by Karen

( + = ( 4 Kingsbury, Tyndale
Here is a chance to learn more about the roots of our House, Carol Stream,
South African Sister churches. We've added five great IL, 2006.
books: This is the third book

1. Cry the Beloved Countrgy Alan Paton
This classic historical novel, the most famous in
South African history, was a worldwide best seller.

2. No Future without Forgiveneby Desmond Tutu

in the Firstborn Se-
ries — the Baxter
Family Drama. Some
of you are waiting
for this, | know. It

When Apartheid was uprooted the world expected should be in the
a bloodbath. Instead, the new Black government under church library for

Nelson Mandela and Desmond Tutu opted for unity

youto read. As you

and forgiveness largely through the work of the Truthrecall from the first book the Baxter parents were

and Reconciliation Commission.

3. The Covenarby James Michener
Michener is at his best in this historical novel

kept apart by their parents and so their firstborn was
adopted. After they married they had several chil-
dren. You may remember the many sibling prob-
lems in book two of the series. Also, Mother dies

about Calvinism gone awry as the Dutch Boers colo- gnd the secret of the firstborn is not uncovered.

nized South Africa.
4. Long Walk to Freedory Nelson Mandela

In this book we notice how close the siblings have

(Seelibrary on page 20)



become. Ashley  book. The story is still very relevant. Other books —

is especially both fiction and non-fiction — about Africa have been
close to herfa-  donated. You may want to check them out.
ther. In their

town we meet | just began reading a relaxing book titldd E A

Katy Hart, a WATERED GARDEN by Patti Hill published by
woman who Bethany House in Bloomington, MN, 2005. This is
leads adrama o <10 of Mibby Garrett whose husband has re-
group for chil- . cently died. She has a gardening business, a teen-
dr_en. She has ties aged son, and many friends and all the problems and
with Dayne Mat- s that go with it. The same year her second book, a
thews, avery —continuation, was published. I don't think these are in
popularactorin e jinrary But I'm mentioning these because I'm

Hollywood. BUt 1 dering if other readers have books — not in the
Dayne is not a

child of God library — that they would like to share.
though he grew Book Reviews by Winerva Klungel
up in a godly

home. Katy is a
friend of Ashley. John has hired investigators to finc
his firstborn, but the trail runs cold when he is sure |
has found his son only to hear the son wants nothir
to do with John Baxter. It gets to be rather compli-
cated at times, but you know it will all be FOUND

out in the end. Happy reading!

AFRICA is of major interest in church these days

because of the Belhar Confession and our relation-

ship with a church in South Africa. | also find it in

our relationships with Guinea Bissau and FLAME

Ministry. Many of you have readRY THE BE-
LOVED COUN-
TRY, by Alan
Paton. It is a clas-
sic about the tri-
als of life in Af-
rica. The book
has been given to
the library. It is
an easy read,
unless you con-
sider the emo-
tions that arise in
the reading. My
high school stu-
dents in years
past were re-
quired to read it,
S0 you know it is
not a “new”




The G |ft Mins Reinsma chairs, with the old-fashion matted seats were in poor
repair. Tony's chair, the one with the armrests, had a

Tony Zijlstra asked, “Could you put new siding oncushion hanging from the back posts, the pattern lost
my barn?” “Sure” | said, “When do you want me tqyy pumpose. The table was marvelously set; bread,
start.” We set a day for the coming week, an%utter, jams, and several type of meat.

negotlat?d my wages. "I will pay you one ClOIIarTony was a short, heavy set man; centered on his
per hour. _ round rugged face was a set of pure white, narrow,
After the deal was made, | had to figure out, beforEoorly made, artificial teeth. His hands were large,

the following week, what siding was, and how to naigoyrse, and red. Mrs. Zijlstra was beginning to gray;

it down. My best bet was Clarence Timmer, whoghe only needed a white crochet cap and a floor
with his brother, owned and operated the hardwargngth apron to fit an old family home in Holland.

store in New Holland, South Dakota. We prayed silently. Tony's little cough marking the

| told Clarence about the job | had taken, and my idamen.” The conversation was sparse; the smoked
norance regarding siding. His only remark wasy,m wonderful.

“Your wages are thin, but then, your experience i , . .
zilch.” He took me outside to the neighboring buiId-Srhe next day, coming to work, | noticed a lot of activ

ing, a grocery store, pointed to the front ity taking place around the kitchen entrance. Large
of the building and said, “This is sid-
ing, not too good anymore, but you get
the idea.” He explained the reason for
the strange shape of the boards, and
how they should be nailed down. “The
most important part, like everything
else in life: start from the bottom, on a
straight line, and do not depart from it.”
(Clarence was a deacon) He warned me
that most buildings, and surely those
that need work, had never been straight
to begin with, or had, through the
years, given up to this noble concept.
“Keep measuring from your last board
to the top, and compensate.” He then
added, “Compensate means: give a lit-
tle”

Later, when | drove on Zylstra’s yard,
the needed material was neatly stacked,

close to the building that needed the siding. Aftepasins with steaming hot water, a long table with a
greeting Tony, | started the job and followed closely;ariety of bowls and trays, a meat grinder and several
the instructions given. The old planks had to be renives were laid out. Tony walked up to me and said,
moved first | remembered. “One side at the time otht's butchering day.” | did not ask him what he
erwise the building might loose heart and hit botyjanned to butcher, but | knew he was not talking
tom.” It was a dusty job, but any fool could doit.  gpout a few chickens.

| was called in for lunch by “The Misses”; I found After working on the barn for an hour or so, | heard
this a fine custom. the victim squeal, soon followed by throaty screams.
| was surprised that the kitchen still looked DutchFrom the sound of things, | knew that a pig, groomed
On the wall hung an ugly tapestry of tulips and windfor murder, was reduced to the makings of ham, ba-
mills, and on top of a cabinet stood two Delft blue

e SeeThe Gift 22
vases, centered by a large jardinier. The Dutch (SeeThe Gift on page 22)



(The Gift continued from page 21) mouth open, showing yellow teeth and the pink cor-
rugated interior. The rough tong was extended. The
open eyes, showing disbelief and astonishment,

looked at me accusingly.

After we had calmed our boy down, which took some
doing, and put him to bed with a far fetched story, we
tried to start thinking rationale. We knew that any

il b . farm wife would be able to dissect this cold and wax
Tony no_dQed, I will bring you some tonight, wher like head and create several culinary dishes from its
we a.re finished. . ) . parts, but we had neither the skill, nor the know-how,

Coming home that evening, (we lived in a smé gy the tools to do this. Sure, we had a large butcher-
trailer at that t|me) | tOld Tryni abOUt- “BUtCherinE |ng kn ife’ but it needed body pressure to part an ap-
Day” and Tony’s promise. She worried about tf ple. | made a feeble attempt severing a meaty looking
lack of refrigeration since we had an icebox but I cheek, but the knife, even after encouraging its edge
ice. | told her about the American saying: “Don,, 5.4 not penetrate the unyielding skin.

cross the bridge before you get there” or something aier some farther investigation, | wrapped the pigs
Tony knocked on the door around seven; he carrie head back in the cloth and placed it on the front seat

large package wrapped in white linen and placed it of my car. After dark, | drove to the dump, opened
our small table. We thanked him profusely for hna car door. and kicked the parcel out.

generosity, to which he replied, “Now, now.” We learned that a pig, butchered, severed and pre-
When he had gone, we looked at the large parcel, served, is not only bacon and ham, it has parts, useful
what! Smoked bacon? Ham? Pork-chops? only to those, who know its anatomy and the skills
Luke, who was at that time about three years cfor their preparation.

looked at the parcel with child-like wonder. He be

came more interested when | started to unwrap t

strange gift. His little nose was just even with ti

table edge. He saw it first.... a childlike scream, sin

lar of what | had heard that very morning, startled L

Then | saw it... a huge, complete pig's head, stilled

surprise, lay before us. It was big, its flat sno

pointing my way, stiff white bristles gleaming, the

con and sausage.

Before going home that evening, Tony asked n
“Do you folks like pork?” | assured him, with jus
enough drive in my voice, that pork was by far o
favored meat. | added, that any kind of meat h
been found wanting on our dinner table as of la
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